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1.!  Introduction  
Children have an amazing ability to acquire a language. Chomsky (1957) and others 
claim that human beings have a language acquisition devise or a universal grammar in 
the mind. Children acquire a lot of words of vocabulary of their own language in the 
course of language acquisition. There have been a lot of researches about language 
acquisition in the fields of cognition and linguistics. For example, Tomasello (1992) 
focused the child’s acquisition of verbs and explored the idea that children’s first verbs 
are key organizing elements in their early grammar using a Cognitive Linguistics 
approach. Some of the verbs have several meanings and usages which are acquired and 
stored in the lexicon, and each meaning has its syntactic structure. Then there comes a 
question about whether these structures have some relationship between them.  
The purpose of this thesis is to shed light on constructions with an English verb get: ‘get 
+ oneself + Adjectival Phrase’ construction, and ‘get + Adjectival Phrase’ construction, 
‘get + oneself +V-en’ construction and ‘get + V-en’ construction. ‘Get + V-en’ 
construction is divided into two constructions; get-inchoative construction and 
get-passive construction. We will analyze these constructions within the frame work of 
cognitive structures proposed by Nakamura (2004). Then we will point out that each 
construction has several cognitive structures and they have a relationship of the 
extension or derivation among them by means of the attenuation of subject NP’s force 
affecting itself. We also propose there are also a relationship of derivation or extension 
between the constructions within the framework of Kajita (1977, 1983, 1997). In the 
following chapter, we will review previous explanations and analyses from diachronic 
and synchronic points of view. We also present several explanations in the meaning and 
the usage from some dictionaries. In chapter 3 we will introduce Extension Theory or 
Dynamic Model of Grammar proposed and developed in Kajita (1977, 1983, 1997) and 
the extension theory or explanation with respect to cognitive structures proposed in 
Nakamura (1999, 2004) and Kemmer (1993). Then we will propose cognitive structures 
of each construction with get, extension of the constructions by means of the attenuation 
of subject NP’s force and extension or derivation from one structure to the other within 
the framework of the extension theory by Kajita (1977, 1983, 1997) and cognitive 
structure proposed by Nakamura (2004). In Chapter 4, we will extract sentences of five 
constructions we discuss out of 6008 sentences randomly extracted from the Oxford 
English Dictionary and classify them by the constructions with get presented in Chapter 
3, consider their cognitive structures and investigate the relationship between these 
cognitive structures and their emergence to confirm our proposal diachronically. In 
Chapter 5, we will show utterances with get from Tomasello (1992) and CHILDES, 
which occur between 1 year 4 months and 12 years, consider the emergence of 
constructions in question and how these occur in the process of language acquisition, 










2.! Previous Explanations about the verb get 
The verb get can be used as a kind of auxiliary verb as well as a main verb. In this 
chapter, we will review of syntactic and semantic properties the verb get possesses. 
 
 
2.1.  The Oxford English Dictionary 
According to the Oxford English Dictionary, get first occurred in 1200, whose meaning 
is to obtain possession of (property, etc.) as the result of effort or contrivance: 
(1)!a.  c 1200 Ormin 10219 Forr whase itt iss þatt grediȝ iss To winnenn erþlic 
ahhte, Aȝȝ alls he mare & mare gett Aȝȝ lisste himm affterr mare.    
It describes that get has fifteen transitive meanings and five intransitive meanings if it is 
used as a main verb: 
(2)!Transitive meanings (with NP) 
a.! To obtain possession of (property, etc.) as the result of effort or 
contrivance. 
c 1330 R. Brunne Chron. (1810) 276 Þider ȝe alle salle ride, a faire 
prey salle ȝe gete. 
b.! To acquire or obtain in a certain way, esp. in ppl. combinations. (with 
advs). 
c 1440 Jacob’s Well (E.E.T.S.) 209 A ryche man wyth fals gotyn good 
seyde to a preest þat he wolde ȝyue all þat he had falsely gett to pore 
folk. 
c.!  To acquire wealth or property. 
 1573 J. Sandford Hours Recreat. (1576) 129 They are suspected to 
tende rather to get than to give 
d.! To earn. 
c 1300 Havelok 792 Ich am wel waxen, and wel may eten More than 
euere Grim may geten.   
e.! To gain. 
1490 Caxton Eneydos liii. 148 We that dyde fyghte ayenst the 
Troyens‥Gatte nor wanne therby nothynge. 
f.! To earn, win, acquire (fame, credit, glory, renown, love, favour, etc.). 
a 1300 Cursor M. 2546 Mikel it was þat luffeword þan Þat abram gat o 
mani man.   
g.! To understand (a person or statement). 
1892 ‘Mark Twain’ Amer. Claimant xiii. 101, I don't know that I quite 
get the bearings of your position. 
h.! To notice look at (a person, esp. one who is conceited or laughable). 
1958 News Chron. 22 May 4/4 If he is conceited the girls mutter get 
yew!   
i.! To find out, ascertain by calculation or experiment 
1559 W. Cuningham Cosmogr. Glasse 97 It is not so easie‥to trie th’ 
eleuation of the Pole: but it is as harde, and laborus, to get the 
Longitude.    
j.! To become possessed of, to receive 
c 1250 Gen. & Ex. 1497 ‘Broðer,’ quad he, ‘sel me ðo wunes, ðe 
queðen ben ðe firme sunes, ðat ic ðin firme birðehe gete.   
  
k.! To succeed in doing, obtain opportunity to do (frequently with noun of 
action as obj.) 
a 1300 Cursor M. 22570 Vp to þe lift rise sal þe see, Þar wit strenght to 
get entre. 
l.! To succeed in bringing, conveying, putting, causing to come or go 
(followed by a preposition or adverb of place) 
c 1350 Will. Palerne 2895 Þe grettest of þe grim bestes he gat to prison 
sone. 
m.! To cause, or succeed in causing (with pp. as complement) 
1500–20 Dunbar Poems xliii. 43 Thay get indoist Alhaill thair evidens. 
n.! To bring into the specified state (with adjective) 
1590 Spenser F.Q. i. i. 19 He‥knitting all his force, got one hand free. 
o.! To induce, prevail upon (a person) (with an infinitive) 
c 1460 Towneley Myst. xxi. 218 And so myght we gett hym som word 
for to say. 
(3)!Intransitive meanings 
a.! To succeed in coming or going, to bring oneself to 
a 1375 Joseph Arim. 497 Þei han geten on hem þe lengþe of a gleyue. 
b.! To attain, reach (followed by to-infinitive) 
1583 Stubbes Anat. Abus. ii. (1882) 79 Then get they to be chaplines 
to honorable and noble personages.   
c.! To come to be (followed by present pple.) 
1727 Wodrow Corr. (1843) III. 298 Probably I'll scarce get writing, the 
Assembly will sit so late. 
d.! To make oneself, to become (with adjective as complement) 
1596 Shakes. Merch. V. I. I. 134 How to get cleared of all the debts I 
owe. 
e.! To cause or procure oneself to be treated in a certain way or to undergo a 
certain action (with passive pole.) 
1652 Gaulle Megastore. 361 A certain Spanish pretending 
Alchymist‥got acquainted with foure rich Spanish merchants. 
The Oxford English Dictionary also describes that a construction with a noun phrase 
and an adjective phrase occurs in 1590, while a construction with an adjective phrase 
occurs in 1596: 
(4)! a. 1590 Spenser F.Q. i. i. 19 He‥knitting all his force, got one hand free. 
 b. 1596 Shakes. Merch. V. i. i. 134 How to get cleere of all the debts I owe. 
Get in (4a) means bringing a noun phrase (or one hand) into the specified state, and get 
in (4b) takes an adjective as a complement, and means ‘to become’ or ‘to succeed in 
becoming’. Get occurs with past participle as complement in 1500-20, and also occurs 
with an intransitive past participle in 1716 as well as with a passive participle in 1652: 
(5)! a. 1500–20 Dunbar Poems xliii. 43 Thay get indoist Alhaill thair evidens. 
b. 1716 Wodrow Corr. (1843) II. 117 If we could get fled I would remove all 
my family from this. 
c. 1652 Gaule Magastrom. 361 A certain Spanish pretending Alchymist‥got 




2.2.  Diachronic Explanations of the verb get 
2.2.1.  Jespersen (1927, 1931, 1940) 
Jespersen (1927:331) points out that get may have acquired the frequent meaning 
‘become’ through a reflexive employment and that in the meaning ‘succeed in coming 
or going’ there may be some influence at least from the reflexive use in such formerly 
frequent phrases as get thee hence. Jespersen (1927:384) also describes that get may 
have acquired the frequent meaning ‘become’ through a reflexive employment, and that 
there might be some influence at least from the reflexive use in such formerly frequent 
phrases as get thee hence. The following sentences are examples of get with the 
meaning of ‘become’: 
(6)!a. get clear (Merch I 1.134, Hml IV 6,19) 
b. gotten loose (NED 1659) 
c. gotten drunk (NED 1662) 
d. get aware (NED 1700) 
Examples with substantive predicatives are rare: 
(7)!a. He is getting quite a scholar. 
b. She is getting quite a nuisance. 
c. It got broad daylight before we arrived.  
Jespersen (1931:108) states that get is increasingly common as an auxiliary for the 
passive of becoming. The oldest example in NED for get in this employment is from 
1652 (got acquired), but all the other examples are later than 1790: 
(8)!a. 1731 You may not only save your life, but get rewarded for your roguery. 
(Fielding 1.446) 
b. 1759 He should by no means have suffered his tight hand to have got 
engaged. (Stern 59) 
c. 1766 They give good advice to young nymphs and swains to get married as 
fast as they can. 
He also shows the following examples with get or got: 
(9)!a. Goldsm V 1.178 they give good advice to young nymphs and swains to get 
married as fast as they can. 
 b. Di N 1 taking it into his head rather late in life that he must get married. 
 c. Fielding 1.446 you may not only save your life, but get rewarded for your 
roguery. 
 d. Sterne 59 he should by no means have suffered his right hand to have got 
engaged. 
 e. Trollope W 134 lovers are sure to get kissed... She may get kissed. 
Jespersen (1931:109) also indicates that the distinction between get and be is useful: the 
distinction between the state and transition is obvious, while be and get are close 
together: 
(10)! a. GE Mm 142 There are men who don't mind about being kicked blue if they 
 can only get talked about. 
 b. GE Mm 145 and so the bears can get taught... the bears will not always be 
 taught.  
 c. Mackenzie PR 285 why shouldn’t get married? Several palmists had 
 assured him he would be married one day: most of them indeed had assured 
 him he was married already. “If I get married...” 
 d. James S 66 These odds and ends had simply got thrust into a dark corner 
 
 
 and been forgotten. 
 e. Shaw 2.9 if I am caught I shall be killed. Why, I dont intend to get illed if I 
 can help. 
 f. Wilde Im 14 Thirty five. - A very good age to be married at. I have always 
 been of opinion that a man who desires to get married should wither know 
 everything or nothing. 
Jespersen (1931:110) indicates the following sentences with emphatic do: 
(11)! a. Shaw P 138 No man goes to battle to be killed. - But they do get killed. 
 b. Di T 1.44 There was no drainage to carry off the wine, and not only did it 
 all get taken up, but so much mud got taken up along with it. 
In addition, Jespersen (1931:171) shows that get ~ing is synonymous with get to-
-infinitive whose meaning is ‘begin to-infinitive’: 
(12)! a. Get talking. 
 b. Get to talk. 
Jespersen (1940:21) describes that get takes simple nexus as an object of result: 
(13)! a. Sh Alls I. 3.8 Get you gone. 
 b. We got to be friends. 
 c. Goldsm 618 so get you both gone together into the next room. 
 d. Austen M 224 he will do everything in his power to get you made a 
 lieutenant. 
 e. Caine C 81 I get myself reported. 
 
2.2.2.  Visser (1963-73) 
Visser (1963-73:200) describes that get whose meaning is ‘to become’ or ‘to succeed in 
becoming’ occurred at the end of 16th century. Visser suggests that it is of a descriptive 
character when a noun forms the complement: 
(14)! a. 1596 Shakesp., Merch. I, i, 134, How to get cleere of all the debts I owe. 
b. We got to be friends. 
Visser (1963-73:1893) indicates that get + form in -ing would seem to have arisen in the 
first quarter of the 18th century, and that it is still current idiom. It occasionally implies 
some trouble or difficulty that had to be overcome: 
(15)! a. 1727 Robert Hodrow, Correspondence (Wodrow Soc.) III, 298, Probably 
 I’ll scarce get writing, the Assembly will sit so late. 
 b. 1871-4 Ruskin, Fors Clavigera XIX, 10, Instead of Twain, Hucleberry Finn 
 II, 17, I somehow got talking to him about his wife (kirchner). 
 c. c1886 Mrs. H. Martin, Common Clay III, ix, 144, When they got talking 
 together it was Greek to me. 
 d. 1912 Compt. Mackenzie, Carnival II, 7, Don’t you get making a noise, you 
 naughty boy! 
Visser (1963-73:2031) also claims that the idiom with get is a latecomer, not being 
found in writing before the middle of the 17th century, and that the semantic difference 
between get and be in (16) is not easily definable:  
(16)! a. He got hanged. 
b. It got written. 
c. He was hanged. 
d. It was written.  
According to Visser (1963-73:2031), there is a strong resemblance with the pattern of 
  
the form ‘to be gone’, ‘to be arrived’, if the past participle is a form of an intransitive 
verb. In this case, the past participle has the value of an adjective: 
(17)! a. 1612 George Chapman, The Widow’s Tears (ed. Smeak) I, ii p. 16, ‘get  
    gone, and let this malapert humour return thee no more’ 
b. 1716 Wodrow Corr. (1843) II, 117, ‘If we could get fled I would remove all  
  my family from this’ 
Visser (1963-73:2089) also claims that get is well on its way towards the promotion 
from a colloquialism to a recognized element of Standard English, and that it stresses 
the dynamic character of the passive turn and might be seen as the replacement for the 
lost weoðan: 
(18)! a. 1814 D.H. O’Brien, Captivity, Shipwreck & Escape 113 I got supplied  
   with bread, cheese and a pint of wine. 
 b. 1848 J. H. Newman, Loss & Gain 164, 264, ‘The taste, I suppose, is  
    peculiar’ … ‘Just at first’ answered Campbell, ‘but one soon gets  
         used to it.’ 
Get with to-infinitive is frequent in late Middle and in all the stages of Modern English.  
(19)! a. c1396 St. Erkenwald 242. non gete me … to glent out of ryȝt. 
 b. c1410 Nicholas Love, Mirrour Blessed lijf of Chr. (ed. Powell) 106,  
  Abideth a litell, and I schal gete hys men of myiȝt vnto þe tempyll to  
    gang.   (Visser 1963-73:2068) 
Visser (1963-73:2084) describes get uses with ~ing in late Modern English: 
(20)! a. 1923 Sinclair Lewis, Arrowsmith 187, I guess I’ve got you guessing this  
  time. 
b. 1929 Saturday Review of Lit. (N.Y.) 30, March 827, I had to get him    
   feeling confident (Ki). 
Get is used with past participle which has a causative connotation. While it seems to 
help to express a kind of experience, it is clearly synonymous with ‘to have’, ‘to 
possess’, especially when combined with has or had: 
(21)! a. 1918 P. Wyndham Lewis, Tarr(Tauchn.) 245, ‘It is the artist’s fate almost  
   always to be exiled among the slaves: he gets his sensibility blunted.’ 
b. 1909 Calsworthy, The Silver Box 18, ‘How much of that forty pounds have  
  you got left?’ 
      (Visser 1963-73:2115) 
  
2.2.3.  Denison (1993) 
Denison (1993:279) points out that get + past participle can show the same equivocation 
in Present-day English between doing something oneself and having it done by another: 
(22)! I will get the work finished on time. 
He also shows the following sentences and claims that a causative reading (that is, 
action through an intermediary) is ruled out lexically or pragmatically: 
(23)! a. I got my car professionally resprayed. [intermediary] 
 b. I got the wheelnuts unscrewed.      [0intermediary] 
 c. I got my hand stuck in the gearbox.  [intermediary] 
With respect to a passive construction, Denison (1993:419-421) shows the first recorded 
passive with get from the Oxford English Dictionary and examples from Visser’s 
collection as well as Jespersen’s collection: 
 ) 
(24)! a. 1652 Gaule, Magastrom. 361. A certain Spanish pretending Alchymist‥got 
 acquainted with foure rich Spanish merchants. 
 b. 1731 Fielding, Letter Writers II. ix. 20 so you may not only save your life, 
 but get rewarded for your roguery. 
 c. 1759 Stern, Tristram Shandy III.ii.126.19 he should by no means have 
 suffered his right hand to have got engaged. 
 d. 1766 Goldsmith, Vicar xvii.90.16 where they give good advice to young 
 nymphs and swains to get married as fast as they can. 
 e. 1793 Smeaton, Edystone L. 266 We had got (as we thought) compleatly 
 moored upon the 13th of May. 
 f. 1814 D.H. O’Brien, Captiv. & Escape 113 I got supplied with bread, cheese 
 and a pint of wine. 
 g. 1823 Lamb, Elia Ser. I.s. (1865) 83 You get entangled in another man’s 
 mind... 
 h. 1826 J. Wilson, Noct. Ambr. Wks. 1885 I103 My long spurs...never got 
 fankled. 
 i. 1836-48 B.D. Walsh Aristoph., Knights I.iii I...got laughed at pretty fairish. 
Denison (1993) also describes that the get passive is not synonymous or interchangeable 
with the be passive: 
(25)! a. Megan got fired by the boss. 
 b. Megan was fired by the boss. 
 
 
2.3.  Synchronic Explanations of the verb get 
2.3.1.  Zandvoort (1975) 
Zandvoort (1975) indicates that get occurs with infinitive with to, and it also uses past 
participles of transitive verbs as predicative adjuncts to its objects: 
(26)!  One soon gets to like it. (Zandvoort 1975:8) 
(27)! a. We must get the laws obeyed. 
 b. He got his wrist dislocated. (ibid.:51) 
He also describes that get may occur in a function resembling that of to be as an 
auxiliary of the passive and that it expresses the getting into a state or situation denoted 
by the participle: 
(28)! a. Another our new cups got broken last night. 
 b. One of his fingers got squeezed in the door. 
 c. It’s time he got married.   (ibid.:57) 
 
2.3.2.  Palmer (1974) 
Palmer (1974) describes that get is used in a way similar to be for the formation of the 
passive, although it cannot freely replace be. Palmer also claims that get carries with it 
the meaning of ‘arrive at a resultant state’ and very often get + -en forms can be treated 
in terms of a statal passive and that it can appear with an agent which indicates a 
corresponding active: 
(29)! a. The child got killed by a car. 
 b. *The lesson got read by a choirboy. 
 c. *The letter got written by a poet.  (Palmer 1974:89) 
 
  
(30)! a. The picture got broken.  (ibid.:89) 
 b. The picture got broken by the children. 
 c. The children got punished by the teacher. (ibid.:90) 
He indicates that the function of get is related to both the ordinary passive and the statal 
passive, although it is more common in colloquial than in formal language and 
sometimes carries with it a hint of disapproval: 
(31)! a. Why did the children get punished? 
 b. How did the plate got broken?  (ibid.:90) 
He suggests that ‘get + -en’ forms can be treated as pseudo-passives since get can also 
be used: 
(32)! a. He got angry. 
 b. He got confused. 
 c. He got angry and confused. (ibid.:90) 
d. I got hurt in the crash.  (ibid.:190) 
Get also occurs with to-infinitive, NP and to-infinitive, NP and –ing form. Palmer 
(1974) indicates that (33a) has the meaning ‘eventually saw’ and is like come in came to 
see.  (33b) means ‘caused them to see’. and (33c, d) are examples of a process verb 
like keep: 
(33)! a. I got to see that I was wrong. 
 b. I got them to see that they were wrong. 
 c. I got working hard at the airport. 
 d. I got them working hard at the airport.      (ibid.:190) 
Sentences in (34) have causation and are concerned with getting or helping someone to 
act or getting or helping something to be acted: 
(34)! a. He got them to cut down the tree. 
 b. He got them cutting down the tree. 
 c. He got the tree cut down.  (ibid.:195) 
Get also occurs with a particle or a ‘prepositional-adverb’, which can often be replaced, 
with little or no change of meaning, by the preposition plus a noun phrase: 
(35)! a. She got up early. 
 b. He got across. 
 c. He got across the river.  (Palmer 1975:217-8) 
Get can occur with two particles, one an adverb, the second a preposition: 
(36)! a. The thief got away with her purse. 
 b. He can get away with anything. 
 c. That is something with which he cannot get away. 
 d. *That is something away with which he cannot get. 
 e. It can’t be got away with. 
 f. *The purse was got away with by the thief. (ibid.:238-9) 
 
2.3.3.  Hornby (1975) 
Hornby (1975) describes that get is used with an adverbial adjunct, an adjective or a 
present participle (or phrases): 
(37)! a. It’s getting on for midnight. (Hornby 1975:25) 
 b. Don’t get angry.  (ibid.:26) 
 c. We soon got talking. (ibid.:29) 
Sentences in (38) and (39) show that it is used with to-infinitive, two NPs, NP + for NP 
  
or NP + present participle: 
(38)! a. He got up to answer the phone. (subject + vi to-infinitive)   
(ibid.:33) 
 b. Can you get me a copy of that book? (subject + vt IO DO)  
(ibid.:50) 
 c. I’ll get what I can for you. (subject + vt DO for phrase) (ibid.:54) 
(39)! a. Please get the clock going. (subject + vt NP V-ing)  
 b. How can we get things going? (subject + vt NP V-ing) (ibid.:68) 
Get also is used with NP and past participle, meaning ‘cause to be’: 
(40)! a. I must get my hair cut. 
 b. Let’s get our photograph taken. 
 c. I’ll just get myself tidied up. 
 d. Why don’t we get the house painted? 
 e. You’ll have to get that tooth filled. 
 f. I’ll get the matter seen to. 
 g. Can we get the programme changed?    (ibid.:76) 
Hornby (1975:108) claims that get is the commonest of the inchoative verbs and is 
neutral or colourless, and that it is typical of colloquial style. It is used with adjectives 
and their comparatives, and with participles used as adjectives. It is more frequently 
used in the progressive tenses than are the other verbs: 
(41)! a. The old man is getting weaker. 
 b. It’s getting dark. 
 c. Eggs are getting scarcer. 
 d. It’s getting near tea-time. 
 e. He often gets quarrelsome when he’s been drinking. 
 f. We’re all getting older. 
 g. Do you know any get-rich-quick methods?  (Hornby 1975:10-8) 
(42)! a. The children didn’t like living in the country when they first moved from  
 London, but they’re getting to like it now. (=becoming fond of it) 
 b. He’s getting to be/becoming quite a good pianist. 
 c. They got to be/become friends. 
 d. He got to be/become my best friend. 
 e. He soon got to know (id. learnt) the wisdom of being patient. 
 f. They got to words and them to blows (i.e. began arguing and then fighting). 
 g. Does he often get ill?    (ibid.:108) 
 
2.3.4.  Quirk, et al (1985) 
   Quirk, et al (1985) claims that get is used in a catenative verb construction whose 
meaning is related to aspect or modality: 
(43)! a. ?Sam got to realize the importance of the problem. 
 b. *The importance of the problem got to be realized by Sam. 
 c. Our team got beaten by the visitors.  (Quirk, et al 1985:146-7) 
Get is also used as a passive auxiliary. Quirk, et al (1985) indicates that it tends to be 
limited to constructions without an expressed animate agent, and that the get-passive is 
avoided in formal style: 
(44)! a. The cat got run over (by a bus). 
 b. James got beaten last night. 
  
 c. James got caught (by the police). 
 d. The house is getting rebuilt. 
 e. Such criticisms will get treated with the contempt they deserve. 
 f. This story eventually got translated into English. (ibid.:161) 
Quirk, et al (1985) describes that get is much more common as a ‘resulting copula’ in 
sentences like (45): 
(45)!  My mother is getting old. 
(46)! a. We are getting bogged down in all sorts of problems. 
 b. I have to get dressed before eight o’clock. (=dress) 
 c. I don’t want to get mixed up with police again. 
 d. Your argument gets a bit confused here.  (ibid.:161) 
They also indicate that get is a dynamic conclusive verb and the participles in (46) are 
stative. Hence sentences in (46) are ‘copula sentences’ or pseudo-passive, while 
sentences in (44) are passive sentences. Sentences in (47) shows that the agent is less 
usual with a get-passive because of the emphasis which get places on the subject 
referent’s condition (usually an unfavorable condition): 
(47)! a. He was/?got taught a lesson on the subjunctive (by our new teacher). 
 b. How did that window get opened?   (ibid.:161) 
(48)!  The modern world is getting more highly industrialized and mechanized. 
(ibid.:169) 
They point out that get can occur specifically with place adjuncts (or adjuncts 
metaphorically related to these): 
(49)! a. At last we got home. 
 b. Get off that chair! 
 c. How did you get here? 
 d. *At last we got. (ibid.:1175) 
The following sentences are typical examples with the verb get: 
(50)! a. He’ll get a surprise. 
 b. He’s getting angry. 
 c. He got through the window. 
 d. He got her a splendid present. 
 e. He got his shoes and socks wet. 
 f. He got himself into trouble.   (ibid.:720) 
(51)! a. They got him angry. 
 b. They got him to be angry.  (Quirk, et al 1985:1197) 
(52)! a. These arguments always get my adrenalin going. (CALD) 
 b. She got the watch repaired immediately. (Quirk, et al 1985:1207) 
 
2.3.5.  Declerck (1991) 
Declerck (1991) describes that a form of get is often used instead of be in passive 
sentences: 
(53)! a. The only key of the closet we had got lost last week. 
b. More and more people are getting mugged in the underground. 
c. These words got introduced into the English language in the twelfth  
  century.     (ibid.:203) 
He also points out that get differs from be in that it always emphasizes the state 
resulting from the action, that it cannot be used with stative verbs and even with many 
  
dynamic verbs, and that it is very seldom used when there is an expressed animate 
agent: 
(54)! a. The police arrest the small dealers regularly, but the big ones never get  
  caught. 
 b. Fred got seriously hurt in a car accident last night. 
 c. We’re getting a little depressed by all this bad news. 
 d. If you don’t want to have flu it’s high time you got vaccinated. 
 e. All these debts will eventually get paid. 
 f. *The news got known/believed by everybody. 
 g. *?The forbidden literature got read by most of the students. 
 h. *His theories got understood by the most famous scientists only. 
 i. *She got hated for her arrogance. 
 j. *The bridge got built in 1980. 
 k. *The new Post Office got opened by the Minister last week. 
      (Declerck 1991:203)  
Get is one of the verbs that do not allow their indirect object to become the subject of a 
passive clause: 
(55)! a. They got her another glass. 
b. *She was got another glass. (Declerck 1991:207) 
 If the verb form to be passivized involves an infinitive preceded by an auxiliary, only 
the infinitive becomes passive. However, the auxiliary remains unchanged. Declerck 
(1991) describes that the same rule applies to a construction involving semi-auxiliaries 
like get to:  
(56)! a. Most of us got to like him. 
 b. He got to be liked by most of us.  (ibid.:203) 
He also indicates that get, which has causative meaning, occurs with a present participle 
or a past participle: 
(57)! a. The driver was desperately trying to get his car/engine going. 
 b. It’s high time we got those rumours stopped. 
 c. We got the door safely locked and bolted. 
 d. Why not get our picture taken in that garden over there? (ibid.:459) 
(58)! a. My mother got the same thing happening to her. 
 b. How did he die? – He got his head bashed in. 
 c. We got our chimney blown off in yesterday’s storm. 
 d. One of the workers got his finger crushed in that machine.  (ibid.:459-60) 
Causative meaning can also be expressed by the expression get someone to do 
something. Declerck (1991) points out that it usually means ‘to persuade somebody to 
do something’: 
(59)!  a. I got the neighbours to cut down the tree that deprived us of the sunlight. 
  b. How can one get this machine to start? 
  c. You’ll never get her to understand that.  (ibid.:490) 
(60)!  Where can I get these scissors sharpened?  (ibid.:490) 
 
2.3.6.  Huddleston & Pullum (2002) 
Huddleston & Pullum (2002) points out that get takes the two kinds of complement, 
predicative complement and locative complement: 
 
  
(61)!  a. They got angry. 
  b. They got into the car. 
  c. They got me angry. 
  d. They got me to the shore. (Huddleston & Pullum 2002:257) 
  e. His condition got worse. (ibid.:259) 
They describe that get occurs with an obligatory resultative predicate. They also claim 
that get differs from become in three respects: it belongs to relatively informal style; it is 
for most speakers restricted to adjectival PCs; and it more readily accommodates an 
agentive subject: 
(62)!  a. The boss got angry. 
  b. This got me furious. (ibid.:261) 
  c. The got tried to get free. 
  d. Get ready.  (ibid.:264) 
Huddleston & Pullum (2002) points out that the passive imperative with get is used as 
an indirect speech act: 
(63)! a. Get checked out by your own doctor. (“Get your own doctor to check you  
    out) 
  b. Get well soon. (recovering from illness) (ibid.:933) 
Get occurs with a to-infinitival complement, a gerund-participial only, or a 
past-participial only: 
(64)!  a. I never got to speak to her.   (ibid.:1229) 
  b. I got them talk/talking. 
  c. I got my car repaired.   (ibid.:1235) 
They point out that get functions not only as the catenative verb in an expanded passive 
but also as head of a complex-intransitive clause, as in They got angry: 
(65)! She got the house painted. 
(66)!  a. They got killed by the hijackers. 
  b. They got very frightened. 
  c. They got frightened.  (ibid.:1441) 
While (67a) is ambiguous, interpretable either as a verbal passive or as a 
complex-intransitive with an adjectival passive complement, (67b) has only the verbal 
passive meaning: 
(67)!  a. The window was broken. 
  b. The windows got broken.  (ibid.:1441) 
They point out that married in (68a) is comparable to engaged, which is always 
adjectival and that the by phrase in (68b) makes married clearly verbal:  
(68)!  a. They are getting married at the week-end. 
  b. They are hoping to get married by the bishop. (ibid.:1441) 
 
2.3.7.  Swan (2005) 
Swan (2005) describes that get is one of the commonest words in English, and is used in 
many different ways. He indicates that it is followed by an adjective or a past participle: 
(69)! a. It was getting very dark. 
 b. You get younger every day. 
 c. They got married in 1986, and got divorced two years later. 
      (Swan 2005:103) 
While the structure get + an adjective means ‘become’, the structure “get + participle” 
  
has two usages: it often has a reflexive meaning, to talk about things that we ‘do to 
ourselves’ and it is also used to make passive structures in the same way as be + past 
participle: 
(70)! a. You’ve got five minutes to get dressed. 
 b. She’s getting married in June. 
 c. My watch got broken while I was playing with the children. 
 d. He got caught by the police driving at 120mph. 
 e. I got paid on Fridays.   (Swan 2005:199) 
Swan (2005:200-201) also indicates that they can also use get + object + past participle 
to mean ‘to cause something to be done by somebody else’ or to talk about completing 
work on something: 
(71)! a. I must get my watch repaired. (I want my watch to be repaired.) 
 b. I'm going to get my hair cut this afternoon. 
 c. It will take me another hour to get the washing done. 
 d. After you’ve got the children dressed, can you make the beds? 
 
 
2.4.  Explanations from Dictionaries 
In this section, we will show explanations from dictionaries such as Macmillan English 
Dictionary for Advanced Learners (2007), Cambridge Advanced Learner’s Dictionary 
(2008), Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English (2009), Oxford Advanced 
Learner’s Dictionary (2010), and A Valency Dictionary of English (2004). 
 
2.4.1.  Macmillan English Dictionary for Advanced Learners (2007) 
In Macmillan English Dictionary for Advanced Learners (2007), the meanings of get 
are divided into fifteen subcategories. From a syntactic point of view, get occurs with 15 
patterns of subcategorization; ‘obtain/receive’, ‘become/start to be’, ‘do something/have 
something done’, ‘move to/from’, ‘progress in activity’, ‘fit/put something in a place’, 
‘understand’, ‘be able/allowed to do something’, ‘kill/attack/punish’, ‘answer a 
door/phone’, ‘use a particular vehicle’, ‘receive a broadcast’, ‘reach someone by phone’, 
‘prepare a meal,’ and ‘annoy’. In each meaning the verb get takes different categories 
obligatorily. The following table is a list of the meanings and the categories get takes: 





to obtain, receive or be given something +NP 
to buy something +NP / +NP NP / 
+NP for NP 
to go and bring something back from somewhere else +NP (PP) 
+NP NP 
to earn or receive an amount of money +NP / +NP for NP 
to obtain information +NP 
to start to have an idea or feeling +NP 
to start to have an illness or medical condition +NP 
to obtain benefit or have a positive feeling when you do something +NP 




START TO BE 
to start to be in a particular state or have a particular quality +Adj 
to become +Past Participle 
to cause someone or something to be in a particular state +NP Past Participle 
+NP Adj 
+NP PP 




-THING /HAVE  
SOMETHING  
to do something, or to have it done for you +NP Past Participle 
+NP V-ing 







to move to or from a position or place +Particle 
to make someone or something move to or from a position or place +NP Particle 
to arrive at a place +PP/Adv 
to come to be in a position or place +PP 
to send something to a person or place +NP PP 





to progress to a particular point when you are doing something +PP/Adv 
to start to doing something, making progress, or going somewhere +V-ing 
+PP 
to make or help someone or something start doing something, 





FIT / PUT  
SOMETHING  
IN A PLACE 
to fit or put something in a place +NP PP 
(79) UNDERSTAND to understand someone or something +NP/S 
(80) 
 
BE ABLE  
/ALLOWED TO  
DO SOMETHING 






KILL /  
ATTACK /  
PUNISH 
to kill someone +NP 
to attack someone +NP 


























SOMEONE BY  
PHONE 
to reach someone by telephone +NP 
(86) PREPARE  MEAL to prepare a meal +NP +NP NP 
(87) ANNOY to annoy someone +NP 
The following sentences are examples of each meaning: 
(73)!  a. Ross’s father got a new job. 
  b. Where did you get that wonderful carpet. 
  c. For his birthday this year, I got my dad a sweater. 
  d. The social worker got the family a new flat and clothes for the children. 
  e. You can get a jacket from a charity shop for just a few pounds. 
  f. She went and got a photograph out of the desk. 
  g. Will you get me a glass of water? 
  h. I think nurses should get more. 
  i. I bet you could get at least £50 for the painting. 
  j. Where did you get this story? 
  k. Something he gets these weird ideas. 
  l. I hope I don’t get the flu this winter. 
  m. He gets a lot of pleasure from spending time with his grandchildren. 
  n. Add more water to get a thinner batter. 
(74)!  a. It’s getting late – I have to go. 
  b. The team is determined not to get beaten again. 
  c. I’ll get the children dressed. 
  d. It took them three hours to get the fire under control. 
  e. It’s almost three o’clock and you still have to get into your uniform. 
(75)!  a. You need to get your hair cut. 
 
 
  b. Hal managed to get my email working again. 
  c. I’ll get Andrew to give you a call. 
(76)!  a. How did this button get in my bag? 
  b. They can get a package across the Atlantic within 24 hours. 
  c. We’ll get the timetable to you as soon as we have it. 
  d. How far do you hope to get before lunch? 
(77)!  a. I got to page 100 of this book before I understood what was going on. 
b. They need to get going with this building work if they are going to finish  
  before the winter. 
  c. Enough talking, let’s get to work. 
  d. A new manager was brought in to get things moving. 
  e. That aggressive attitude won’t get you anywhere with her. 
(78)!  You can get a lot of things into this bag. 
(79)!  a. Oh, I get it now. 
  b. I don’t really get why she couldn’t do it herself. 
(80)!  Did you get to visit the Louvre when you were in Paris? 
(81)!  a. It was cancer that got him in the end. 
  b. He’s threatened to get me if he ever catches me alone. 
  c. The police need to get the person who did this. 
(82)!  It’s OK, I’ll get it. 
(83)!  It’s easiest if you get a taxi from the station. 
(84)!  a. Do you get cable here? 
  b. We get The Observer on Sundays. 
(85)!  Is there a number where I can get you this evening? 
(86)!  a. It’s time to start getting dinner. 
  b. Sit down and I’ll get you lunch. 
(87)!  It really gets me how everyone laughs at all her stupid jokes. 
According to Macmillan English Dictionary for Advanced Learners, get is a linking 
verb whose meaning is ‘to start to be in a particular state or have special quality’: 
(88)  a. It’s getting late - I have to go.  
 b. If that spot get any bigger you should go to the doctor. 
Get is also used with past participles to form passive: 
(89)! a. The team is determined not to get beaten again.  
 b. I’m sick of getting shouted at for things that aren’t my fault. 
 c. Somehow the paper got ripped. 
 d. You should wash that cut - it might get infected. 
 
2.4.2.  Cambridge Advanced Learner’s Dictionary (2008) 
In Cambridge Advanced Learner’s Dictionary (2008), the meanings of get are divided 
into seventeen subcategories. From a syntactic point of view, get occurs with 12 patterns 
of subcategorization; ‘obtain’, ‘reach’, ‘become ill’, ‘start to be’, ‘cause’, ‘move’, 
‘travel’, ‘deal with’, ‘have chance’, ‘understand/hear’, ‘prepare’, ‘pay’, ‘confuse’, 
‘emotion’, ‘hit’, and ‘be’. The following table is a list of the meanings and the 





(90)!  Classification of the meanings of get 
(91) 
 
OBTAIN to obtain, buy or earn something +NP 
+NP PP(for~) 
to receive or be given something +NP  
+NP PP 
to go somewhere and bring back someone or something +NP in 
+NP NP 





REACH to reach or arrive at a particular place +Adv / PP 
to reach a particular stage, condition or time +Adv / PP 
(93) BECOME ILL to become ill with a disease, virus, etc +NP 
(94) 
 






CAUSE to cause something to happen, or cause someone or 
something to do something 
+NP Adj 
+NP Past Participle 
+NP V-ing 
+NP to-infinitive  
to persuade someone to do something +NP to-infinitive 
to do something to something or someone without 
intending to or by accident 
+NP Past Participle 
(96) MOVE to move to a different place or into a different position +Adv / PP 
(97) TRAVEL to travel somewhere in a train, bus or other vehicle. +NP PP 
(98) DEAL WITH to deal with or answer a ringing telephone, knock on the door, etc. +NP 
(99) HAVE CHANCE to have the chance to do something +to-infinitive 
(100) UNDERSTAND / HEAR to understand or hear something +NP 
(101) PREPARE to prepare a meal +NP 
(102) PAY to pay for something +NP 
(103) CONFUSE to confuse someone and make them completely unable to understand or explain. +NP  
(104) ANNOY to annoy someone +NP 
(105) EMOTION to make someone feel strongly emotional and often cry. +NP 
(106) HIT to hit someone, especially with a bullet or something thrown +NP 
(107) BE sometimes used instead of ‘be’ to form passive +Past Participle 
(91)! a. He’s gone down to the corner shop to get some milk. 
  b. I managed to get all three suitcases for under £200. 
  c. I got quite a surprise when I saw her with short hair. 
  d. I got a call from Phil last night. 
  e. What did you get for your birthday? 
  f. She gets such pleasure from her garden. 
  g. If you can get some time off work, we could finish the decorating. 
  h. I must just get the washing in. 
  i. Can I get you a drink? 
  j. Have the police got the man who did it yet? 
(92)!  a. What time does he normally get home? 
  b. If you get to the restaurant before us, just wait at the bar. 
  c. You earn loads if you get to the top in that profession. 
  d. It got to Thursday and she still hadn’t heard any news. 
(93)!  I got food poisoning at that cheap little seafood restaurant. 
 ) 
(94)!  a. He gets really upset if you mention his baldness. 
  b. After a while you get used to all the noise. 
  c. You’re getting quite a big boy now, aren’t you? 
  d. How did you get to be a belly dancer? 
  e. We’d better get moving or we’ll be late. 
(95)!  a. She had to get the kids ready for school. 
  b. I’m trying to get this article finished for Thursday. 
  c. Haven’t you got the photographer working yet? 
  d. I can’t get my computer to work. 
  e. Why don’t you get Nicole to come to the party? 
  f. He got his bag caught in the train doors as they were closing. 
(96)!  a. I hit my head as I was getting into the car. 
  b. Get out of here now, or I’ll call the police. 
  c. He got down on his knees and asked me to marry him. 
(97)!  Shall we get a taxi to the station? 
(98)!  Hey, Ty, someone’s at the door – would you get it , please? 
(99)!  I never get to see her now that she’s left the company. 
(100)! I didn’t get what he said because the music was so loud. 
(101)! I’ll put the kids to bed while you’re getting the dinner. 
(102)! Put your money away – I’ll get these drinks. 
(103)! Give him a technical question – that’ll really get him! 
(104)! It really gets me the way we’re expected to actually laugh at this pathetic  
   joke. 
(105)! That bit in the film when he finds out that his daughter is alive – that always  
   gets me. 
(106)! The bullet got her in the leg. 
(107)! a. I got shouted at by some idiot for walking past his house. 
  b. They’re getting married later this year. 
  c. This window seems to have got broken. 
According to Cambridge Advanced Learner’s Dictionary, get is considered as a linking 
verb whose meaning is to become or to start to be: 
(108)! a. He gets really upset if you mention his baldness. 
  b. Is your cold getting angry? 
  c. Your coffee’s getting cold. 
It also describes that get is used instead of be to form the passive as is indicated in 
(107). 
 
2.4.3.  Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English (2009) 
In Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English (2009), the meanings of get are 
divided into twenty-five subcategories. From syntactic point of view, get occurs with 11 
patterns of subcategorization; ‘receive’, ‘obtain’, ‘bring’, ‘buy’, ‘money’, ‘have a 
feeling/idea’, ‘have/experience’, ‘illness’, ‘achieve’, ‘receive a punishment’, ‘arrive’, 
‘reach a point’, ‘move’, ‘make something move’, ‘travel’, ‘become’, ‘make 
someone/something become something,’ ‘make something happen to 
somebody/something,’ ‘make somebody do something’, ‘understand’, ‘cook’, 
‘radio/television’, ‘answer the door/telephone’, ‘catch somebody’, and ‘hurt/kill 
somebody. The following table is a list of the meanings and the categories get takes: 
  
(109)! Classification of the meanings of get 
(110) RECEIVE to receive something that someone gives you or sends you +NP +NP PP 
(111) 
 
OBTAIN to obtain something by finding it, asking for it, or paying for it +NP 














to pay for something for someone else +NP 
to buy a newspaper regularly +NP 
(114) MONEY to receive money for doing work +NP +NP for V-ing/NP 
(115) HAVE A FEELING / IDEA to start to have a feeling or an idea +NP 
(116) HAVE / EXPERIENCE to have, do, or experience something +NP 
(117) ILLNESS to catch an illness +NP 
(118) ACHIEVE to achieve something +NP 
(119) RECEIVE A PUNISHMENT to receive something as a punishment +NP 
(120) ARRIVE to arrive somewhere +Adv / PP 
(121) REACH A POINT to reach a particular point of stage of something +Adv / PP 
(122) MOVE to move or go somewhere +Adv / PP 
(123) MAKE SOMETHING MOVE to make something or someone move to a different place or position, especially with some difficulty +NP Adv / PP 
(124) TRAVEL to travel somewhere on a train, bus, etc. +NP 
(125) BECOME to change to a new feeling, situation, or state +Adj +to-infinitive 
(126) MAKE SOMEONE/ SOMETHING BECOME 
SOMETHING 
to make someone or something to a new feeling, situation, or 
state 
+NP Adj 
(127) MAKE SOMETHING HAPPEN TO 
SOMEBODY 
/SOMETHING 




to do something, or arrange for it to be done. +NP Past Particle 
(128) MAKE SOMEBODY DO SOMETHING to make something do a particular thing +NP to-infinitive +NP Past 
Participle 
(129) UNDERSTAND to understand something +NP +Wh-S 
(130) COOK to prepare food or a meal +NP +NP NP 
(131) RADIO / TELEVISION to be able to receive a particular radio signal, television station, etc. +NP 
(132) ANSWER THE DOOR / TELEPHONE to answer the door or telephone +NP 
(133) CATCH to catch someone +NP 
(134) HURT/KILL SOMEBODY to attack, hunt, or kill someone +NP 
The following sentences are examples of each meaning:  
(110)! a. She got loads of presents. 
  b. We got a letter from Pam this morning. 
  c. I got it off my Dad. 
(111)! a. We need to get help quickly! 
  b. I want you to get information for me. 
  c. His father managed to get him a job at the local factory. 
  
(112)! a. I went back into the office to get a pen. 
  b. She’s just gone to get the kids from school. 
  c. I’ll get a towel for you. 
  d. I’ll get you a chair. 
(113)! a. Where did you get that jacket? 
  b. Joe’s going to get tickets for all of us. 
  c. While you’re out, could you get me some batteries? 
  d. He’s just got himself a new van. 
  e. I usually get vegetables from the supermarket. 
  f. You can get a decent PC for about £500 now. 
  g. I’ll get these drinks. 
  h. My parents always used to get the ‘Daily Telegraph’. 
(114)! a. Hospital doctors get a minimum of £50,000 a year. 
  b. He gets £4 an hour for stacking shelves. 
(115)! She began to get an uncomfortable feeling that she was being watched. 
(116)! You don’t get enough exercise. 
(117)! I got flu last winter and was in bed for three days. 
(118)! I got 98% in my last math test. 
(119)! He got ten years in prison for his part in the robbery. 
(120)! a. What time will we get there? 
  b. We got to Paris that evening. 
(121)! a. I’ve got as far as chapter 5. 
  b. I couldn’t wait to get to the end of the book. 
(122)! a. They shouted at us to get back. 
  b. Get out of my house! 
(123)! a. I couldn’t get the disk out of the computer. 
  b. We must get food and emergency aid into the area as quickly as possible. 
(124)! You can get a bus to the station. 
(125)! a. Don’t get upset. 
  b. It’s getting to be a problem. 
(126)! Sometimes she gets me so angry! 
(127)! a. You’re going to get us all killed. 
  b. I need to get the washing machine fixed. 
(128)! a. I’ll get Terry to check the wiring for me. 
  b. In the end, we got the children clearing the playground. 
(129)! a. I don’t think she got the joke. 
  b. I still don’t get how she knew about the meeting. 
(130)! a. She’s just getting lunch. 
  b. Shall I get you a sandwich? 
(131)! Can you get satellite TV here? 
(132)! Can you get the phone? 
(133)! The police got him in the end. 
(134)! The other gang members threatened to get him if he went to the police. 
According to Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English, get is considered as a 
linking verb whose meaning is to change to a new feeling or to state: 
(135)! a. Don’t get upset. 
  b. She soon get bored with the job. 
  
  c. He calmed down as he got older. 
  d. Eat your dinner before it gets cold. 
  e. This is getting silly. 
It also indicates that get is used to say that something, especially something bad, 
happens to someone or something: 
(136)! a. You might get hurt if you stand there. 
  b. Mind the camera doesn’t get broken. 
  c. My dad got killed in a car crash. 
  d. I knew I would get shouted at if I was late home. 
  e. This is a question we very often get asked. 
 
2.4.4.  Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary (2010) 
In Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary (2010), the meanings of get are divided into 
seventeen subcategories. From a syntactic point of view, get occurs with 12 patterns of 
subcategorization; ‘receive/obtain’, ‘bring’, ‘punishment’, ‘broadcast’, ‘buy’, 
‘mark/grade’, ‘illness’, ‘contact’, ‘state/condition’, ‘make/persuade’, ‘start’, 
‘opportunity’, ‘arrive’, ‘move/travel’, ‘meal’, ‘telephone/door’, ‘catch/hit’, ‘understand’, 
and ‘cause/annoy’. The following table is a list of the meanings and the categories get 
takes: 





to receive +NP 
to obtain +NP 
+NP PP(for~) 
+NP NP 
to obtain or receive an amount of money by selling something +NP for 
(139) BRING to go to a place and bring someone/something back +NP +NP PP(for~) 
+NP NP 
(140) PUNISHMENT to receive something as a punishment +NP 
(141) BROADCASTS to receive broadcasts from a particular television or radio station +NP 
(142) BUY to buy something +NP 
(143) MARK / GRADE to achieve or be given a particular mark / grade in an exam +NP 
(144) ILLNESS to become infected with an illness +NP to suffer from a pain, etc. +NP 
(145) CONTACT to be or become connected with someone by telephone +NP 
(146) STATE / CONDITION to reach a particular state or condition +Adj to make someone/something reach a particular state or condition +NP Adj 
 
to reach the point at which you feel, know are, etc. +to-infinitive 
(147) MAKE / PERSUADE to make, persuade, etc. someone / something to do something +NP to-infinitive 
+NP V-ing 
(148) START to start doing something +V-ing 
(149) OPPORTUNITY to have the opportunity to do something(informal) +to-infinitive 
(150) ARRIVE to arrive at or reach a place or point +Adv / PP 
(151) MOVE / TRAVEL to move to or from a particular place or in a particular direction, sometimes with difficulty + Adv / PP 
to make someone/something to move to or from a particular place 
of in a particular direction 
+NP Adv / PP 
to use a bus, taxi, plane, etc. +NP 
(152) MEAL to prepare a meal(BrE) +NP +NP PP(for~) 
+NP NP 
(153) TELEPHONE / DOOR to answer the telephone or a door when someone calls, knocks, etc.(informal) +NP 
  
(154) CATCH / HIT to catch or take hold of someone, especially in order to harm or punish them. +NP 
to hit or wound someone +NP Adv/PP 
(155) UNDERSTAND to understand someone /something (informal) +NP  
(156) CAUSE / ANNOY to make someone feel confused because they do not understand something (informal) +NP 
to annoy someone (informal) +NP 
The following sentences are examples of each meaning: 
(138)! a. I got a letter from Dave this morning. 
  b. Where did you get that skirt? 
  c. Did you get a present for your mother? 
  d. Did you get your mother a present? 
  e. How much did you get for your car? 
(139)! a. Somebody get a doctor! 
  b. Get a drink for John. 
  c. Get John a drink. 
(140)! He got ten years for armed robbery. 
(141)! We can’t get Channel 5 in our area. 
(142)! Which newspaper do you get? 
(143)! He got a ‘C’ in Chemistry a ‘B’ in English. 
(144)! a. I got this cold off you. 
  b. She gets really bad headaches. 
(145)! I wanted to speak to the manager but I got the secretary instead. 
(146)! a. She’s upstairs getting ready. 
  b. Don’t get your dress dirty! 
  c. After a time you get to realize that these things don’t matter. 
(147)! a. I couldn’t get the car to start this morning. 
  b. Can you really get the old car going again? 
(148)! I got talking to her. 
(149)! He got to try out all the new software. 
(150)! a. We got to San Diego at 7 o’clock. 
  b. What time did you get here? 
(151)! a. The bridge was destroyed so we couldn’t get across the river. 
  b. He got down from the ladder. 
  c. The general had to get his troops across the river. 
  d. We’d better call a taxi and get you home. 
  e. I usually get the bus to work. 
(152)! a. Who’s getting the lunch? 
  b. I must go home and get tea for the kids. 
  c. I must go home and get the kids tea. 
(153)! Will you get the phone? 
(154)! a. He was on the run for a week before the police got him. 
  b. The bullet got him in the neck. 
(155)! I don’t get you. 
(156)! a. You’ve got me there! (=I don’t know) 
  b. What gets me is having to do the same thing all day long. 
Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary states that get is a linking verb whose meaning 
is to reach a particular state or condition: 
  
(157)! a. You’ll get used to the climate here. 
  b. We ought to go; it’s getting late. 
  c. She’s upstairs getting ready. 
Get is also used with a past participle: 
(158)! a. They plan to get married in the summer. 
  b. I wouldn’t go there alone; you might get mugged. 
  c. My car got stolen at the weekend. 
 
2.4.5.  A Valency Dictionary of English (2004) 
A Valency Dictionary of English (2004:342) shows the patterns of the verb get. Firstly, 
there are thirteen patterns of get with its subject and one complement; N, NP, Adj, 
to-infinitive, wh-clause, V-ing, at N, by N, into N/V-ing, out of N/V-ing, over 
N/V-ing/over Wh-clause, through N/V-ing, through NP, to N/V-ing, through NP, and 
Adv. The following sentences are examples of them:  
(159)! a. The winner of the quiz gets a free Christmas Holiday in Jamaica. 
  b. They think they’ve got me. 
  c. He gets angry and aggressive and then he feels guilty. 
  d. I never ever get to finish my lunch. 
  e. “I don’t get how guys dress today.”  
  f. I got chatting to this guy about how miserable I was. 
  g. Sparrows cannot get at the food. 
  h. From the thirties on, very little got by the censor until the last decade or  
   two. 
  i. If you get into trouble, there will be stewards and police officers to come  
  to your assistance. 
  j. I was eight, and was just starting to get into swimming more. 
  k. Quietly he got out of bed and moved to the balcony door. 
  l. It’s just an escape clause to get out of making your house payments. 
  m. We all have our different ways of getting through Sunday afternoons. 
  n. Before I could get through patting myself on the back, the distributor did  
  an odd thing. 
  o. He used to get through a bottle of whisky every evening. 
  p. But about two he woke and couldn’t get back to sleep. 
  q. By the time you get to writing your novel, Dakota, you’ll have done so  
   much reporting, you’ll be too tired for fiction. 
  r. I’d just get to the point where I’d rather have split up the band than gone 
    through the process of making a record with him again. 
  s. Now that you’ve got here, you’ll have to stay at least the weekend. 
Secondly, there are eleven patterns of get with the subject and two complements; NP 
+to-infinitive, N +V-ing, NP + N, NP +Adj, NP + for N/V-ing, NP + into N/V-ing, NP + 
out of N/V-ing, NP + to N, NP + Adv, from N to N. Get is also used as one of idiomatic 
phrasal verbs with a particle such as across, around, along, away, back, behind, by, 
down, in, off, on, over, round and up. A Valency Dictionary of English (2004:345) 
describes that the basic meaning of get is ‘obtain or acquire something’ and that have 
got is often used in colloquial English to mean ‘have.  It also describes the meanings 
of get and what categories it follows: 
(160)! a. Wanting to bid was one thins; getting the board to take it was another. 
  
  b. Nick got a pension scheme going for when he retired. 
  c. I should love to get our children a proper Wendy house. 
  d. It’s very important that you should get everybody in that community  
    involved. 
  e. Either of you ready for a refill while I get a drink for myself. 
  f. I have to get the kids from school. 
  g. I don’t want to get anyone into trouble. 
  h. What do students get out of learning the alien language? 
  i. He said the Government needed to get a strong message to amateur fishing  
    lobby groups that fisheries would be managed on the basis of fact, not on  
    the basis of protest rallies and one-sided arguments. 
  j. Should I get my money back? 
  k. You can get from Reading to Swindon in 30 minutes by train, but the 
     Ridgeway Explorer bus goes the pretty way in just over two hours. 
  l. Other officers felt their point of view was not getting across to ministers. 
  m. I realize that you and your wife did not get along together. 
  n. He didn’t get around to getting married, so of course there wasn’t an heir. 
  o. You can’t get away with it, Lane! 
  p. If only ever he could get back at them, if only some day he had them  
   before him, what he would do to them. 
  q. You’ve got to get something down on paper. 
  r. He voted Labour but was initially relieved when the Conservatives got in. 
  s. She got off in the Via Roma. 
  t. Gabriel got off the No. 36 bus while Coffin got on. 
  u. Why did you choose this medium to try and get over ideas? 
  v. Unfortunately, when we do get round to making real movies our vision has  
   gone, our scope has gone. 
  w. Eventually I get up the verve to quit the job. 
 
 
2.5.  Theoretical Analyses 
2.5.1.  Jackendoff (1977, 1983, 2002) 
    Jackendoff (1977:23-25) proposes a basic organization for conceptual structure, 
and argues that the essential units of conceptual structures are conceptual constituents, 
each of which belongs to one of a small set of major ontological categories such as 
Thing, Event, State, Action, Place, Path, Property, and Amount. He also describes that 
the conceptual structure of a lexical item is an entity with zero or more open argument 
places, and that the meanings of the syntactic complements of the lexical item fill in the 
value of the item’s argument places in the meaning. Jackendoff (1977:26) claims the 
paradigm in (161) and (162) are each realizations of the basic conceptual functions:  
(161)!  
 Spatial location and motion 
i.! The bird went form the ground to the tree. 
ii.! The bird is in the tree. 
iii.! Harry kept the bird in the cage. 
 Possession 
i.! The inheritance went to Philip. 
 	 
ii.! The money is Philip’s. 
iii.! Susan kept the money. 
 Ascription of properties 
i.! The light went /changed from green to red.  
Harry went from elated to depressed. 
ii.! The light is red. 
Harry is depressed. 
iii.! Sam kept the crowd happy. 
 Scheduling of activities 
i.! The meeting was changed from Tuesday to Monday. 
ii.! The meeting is on Monday. 
iii.! Let’s keep the trip on Saturday. 
 
(162)! a. [Event GO ([  ],        FROM ([    ]) 
                                Path   TO( [    ]) 
 b. [State BE ([    ], [Place    ])] 
 c. [Event STAY ([    ], [Place     ])]      (Jackendoff 1977:26) 
Jackedoff (1977) also presents some conceptual structures with respect to get: 
(163)! a. John got into the room by coming through the window. 
   b.   GO ([JOHN], [TO [IN [ROOM]]]) 
        [BY [GO ([JOHN], [VIA [IN [WINDOW]]])]]   
     Jackendoff 1977:95-6 
Get in (163a) means ‘enter’ which indicates a kind of movement. In addition, get in 
(164a) has the same meaning of ‘obtain’, and Jackendoff (1977) indicates the 
conceptual structure of ‘obtain’ and this may give us the same kind of conceptual 
structure of ‘get’:  
(164)! a. John got the award because he did something clever. 
 b.  CAUSE([JOHN], [GOPOSS ([THE AWARD], [TO [JOHN]])]) 
    (Jackendoff 1977:96) 
 c. Beth obtained the doll. 
 d. [CAUSE ([BETH], [GOPoss ([DOLL], [TOPoss ([BETH])])])] 
    (Jackendoff 1983:192) 
(165)! a. Sam got Harry to talk about the war / out of the room. 
   CS+([α], {GO ([β], [EVENT TO TALK ABOUT THE WAR  ]k)} ) 
                  AF ([β]  
                                                          {k} 
       Event  AFF-  {[SAM]αi, [HARRY]βj} 
 
      CS+  ([α],   {GO ([β], [Path OUT OF THE ROOM  ]k)}      ) 
                   AFF ([β],   )  
                                                      {k} 
       Event  AFF-  {[SAM]αi, [HARRY]βj} 
     (ibid.:147-8) 
Jackendoff (1977) claims that the verb get has conceptual meaning ‘GO’. He also 





(166)! a. The light is red. 
  b. [BEIdent  ([LIGHT], [ATIdent ([Property RED])])] 
From (162) and (166) we can imagine a conceptual structure of get angry as follows: 
(167)! a. John got angry. 
  b. [GOIdent  ([JOHN], [TOIdent ([Property ANGRY])])] 
Jackendoff (2002:174-5) shows us the following sentences in which the role of the 
agent is represented by means of a binary function CAUSE: 
(168)! a. The wind pushed Sim into the room. 
  b. Beth threw the ball out the window. 
  c. Suzanne kept the books on the shelf. 
(169)! a. [Event CAUSE ([Thing WIND]. [Event GO ([Thing SIM], [Path INTO ROOM]))))) 
  b. [Event CAUSE ([Thing BETH]. [Event GO ([Thing BALL],  
      [Path OUT WINDOW]])])] 
  c. [Event CAUSE ([Thing SUZANNE].  
        [Event STAY ([Thing BOOKS], [Path ON SHELF)])])] 
Jackendoff (2002:200) points out that get is used as a causative with a circumstantial 
function: 
(170)! a. Sue got Jim to sing. 
  b. [CAUSE ([SUE], [GO Circ ([JIM], [TOCirc ([i SING])])])] 
 
2.5.2.  Givón & Yang (1994) 
   Givón & Yang (1994) states that the get-passive construction in Enligsh is 
remarkably similar to the be-passive. First, both are "promotional", with the 
topic-of-passive occupying the grammatical subject role. Second, the optional agent is 
marked with the oblique preposition by. Givón & Yang (1994:119-120) describes the 
differences between be-passive and get-passive. They state that the demoted agent 
retains control in the be-passive, while the promoted patient remains in control in the 
get-passive as is noted in Lakoff (1971): 
(171)! a. Mary got shot on purpose. (> ‘She purposely got herself shot’) 
 b. Mary was shot on purpose. (> ‘Someone purposely shot Mary’)  
They also state that the differentia assignment of purpose – and responsibility – explains 
the differential compatibility of the two passives which Lakoff (1971) pointed out: 
(172)! a. Radicals must get / ?be arrested to prove their machismo. 
 b. Radicals must be / ?get arrested if we are to keep the Commies from  
   overrunning the U.S. 
It likewise explains the infelicity of (173b): 
(173)! a. Mary was shot on purpose, the bastards! 
  b. *Mary got shot on purpose, the bastards! 
They point out that Bolinger (1996, unpubl.) had made a similar observation concerning 
pairs in (174): 
(174)! a. How was he killed? 
  b. How did he get killed? 
  c. He was caught by the police. 
  d. He got caught by the police. 
  e. How was he caught? 
  f. How did he get caught? 
They describe that the inference in (174b, d, f) is that the subject of the get-passive is 
  
somehow responsible for his own misfortune. On the other hand, there seems to be no 
such inference about the subject of the be-passive in (174a, c, e). GivóN & Yang (1994) 
states that one would expect the construction to exclude non-human subjects if the 
vestment of purpose, control and responsibility in the surface subject are necessary 
ingredients of the get-passive: 
(175)! a. A house can be built of stone, brick or clay. 
  b. *A house can get built of stone, brick or clay. (From Lakoff (1971:154-55) 
They also describe that get-passives seem odd even with a human subject when the verb 
is not active-agentive: 
(176)! a. She was found wandering along the beach. 
  b. *She got found wandering along the beach. (Givón & Yang 1994:120) 
Nonetheless, inanimate subjects do crop up in get-passives. They cite Lakoff's 
observation: when the subject of the get-passive is inanimate, thus itself incapable of 
responsibility, some human associated with the subject, or with the event in some 
capacity, may either retain responsibility, be involved in the action, or be adversely 
affected by the results. They suggest that this involved human need not be the semantic 
agent, nor even a participant in the event clause, comparing the following sentences: 
(177)! a. My cache of marijuana got found by Fido, the police dog. 
  b. My cache of marijuana was found by Fido, the police dog. 
      (Lakoff 1971:154-55) 
A reasonable inference from (177a) but not from (177b) is that the speaker-possessor of 
the subject-of-passive was remiss. Givón & Yang (1994:121) points out that the 
question in (178b) is more likely to focus about the means; in (165a), on the other hand, 
it is more likely to focus about someone’s - perhaps the hearer’s - responsibility. 
(178)! a. How did this window get opened? 
  b. How was this window opened? 
They cite again that Lakoff (1971) opts for a synchronic account, suggesting a 
systematic semantic relation between the get-passive, reflexive and inchoative 
constructions (1941:149): 
 ...many languages are like English in having two morphologically and 
 semantically distinct passives. The one that corresponds to the English 
 get-passive in some languages at least has the form of a reflexive. Other 
 languages have ‘middle’ constructions, which fulfill the role of both 
 get-passives and reflexives of certain types... 
They also claim that semantic properties of get-passive are caused by an 
active-inchoative sense by which the verb get and get-passive construction resembles 
the construction with reflexive pronoun. They also describe that be-passive 
complements in Shakespeare and Marlowe have moved from the causative “get” 
constructions to intransitive-inchoative ones: 
(179)! a. Or by what means got thou to be released? [H6,1,I,iv, 25] 
 b. All seem to them as if thy sins were great,  
   Till thou has gotten to be entertained. [JofM, I, ii, 287-88] 
    (Givón & Yang 1994:144)) 
Givón & Yang (1994) claims that get-passive is derived as follow: 
(180)! a. He got elected chairman. 
 b. He got himself elected chairman. 
 
 ) 
(181)! a. From causation with BE-passive complement: 
       to causative-reflexive with BE-passive: 
  She got him to be admitted 7 She got herself to be admitted. 
  b. From reflexive-causative to intransitive-inchoative: 
  She got herself to be admitted. 7 She got to be admitted. 
 c. Morphological simplification 
  She got to be admitted. 7 She got admitted. 
(Givón and Yang 1994:144-147) 
First, the sentence of causation with be-passive as a complement takes a reflexive 
pronoun as its object. Second, a reflexive is eliminated because it doesn’t have the same 
status as an ordinary noun and then an intransitive-inchoative construction occurs. After 
that, get-passive construction occurs by means of morphological simplification.  
 
2.5.3.  Langacker (1990, 2000, 2008) 
Langacker (1990:129) states that there are three variants of the perfect participial 
predicates to be symbolized [PREP] that occur with be. 
(178)! a. My wrist is all swallen. 
  b. Janice is gone. 
  c. The sidewalk is cracked.  (Langacker 1990:129) 
(179)! a. That watch you bought is probably stolen. 
  b. The cathedral is totally destroyed. 
  c. This slipper is all chewed up. (Langacker 1990:130) 
Sentences in (178) illustrate a variant of [PREF] - call it [PERF1] - that is purely 
aspectual in nature; it designates the final state in the process. Langacker (1991) 
describes that [PERF1] takes as its base a schematic, single-participant process whose 
trajector undergoes a change of state or location, and that it profiles only the final, 
resultant state that comes about through the occurrence of that process. Sentences in 
(179) illustrate the second variant of [PERF], that is, [PERF2]. It evokes the conception 
of a change of state or location as does [PERF1]. It is more complex than [PERF1] in 
that its base comprises a two-participant process whose trajector exterts a force 
(indicated by the double arrow) that induces the change in its landmark. [PERF2] 
profiles only the final state resulting from the change, and chooses as its trajector the 
participant that undergoes this change: 









The third variant, [PERF3], appears in the passive construction. He points out that 
[PERF2] and [PERF3] share the correspondence between the trajector of the profile and 
the landmark of the schematic process constituting the base though they differ 
aspectually. The following sentences bring out the aspectual contrast between [PERF2] 
and [PERF3]: 
  
(181)! a. My arm was so burned I could hardly move it. 
  b. The town was already destroyed when we got there. 
  c. The infield was covered with a tarp all morning. 
(182)! a. My arm was burned as soon as I reached into the fire. 
  b. The town was destroyed house by house. 
  c. The infield was covered with a tarp in five minutes.  
(Langaker 1990:131-2) 
Sentences in (181) involve [PERF2]; they designate only the resultant state of the verbal 
process, and are therefore adjectival or stative in an obvious sense. On the other hand, 
sentences in (182) are passive. The passive expressions are processual - designating all 
the states within a process as it unfolds, not just the final state. [PERF3] is the structure 















[PERF3] has for its base a schematic process construed as being transitive; hence its 
central participants are both things, and the lines indicating the component relations are 
given as arrows to represent the asymmetry inherent in a transitive relationship. 
Langacker (1990:144) presents the following sentences: 
(184)! a. He got a hammer. 
  b. He got his nephew elected mayor. 
  c. He got (himself) elected mayor. 
  d. He got stabbed. 
In (184a), get means ‘obtain’ in the sense of physical possession. in (184b), we see it 
extended to mean ‘obtain’ with respect to an abstract goal expressed by a passive 
particle. Coreference between the subject and the object, as in (184c), makes get 
effectively intransitive and provides a bridge to cases like (184d), which are parallel in 
form to passives. 
Langacker (2000:312) refers to get-passives and shows us the following sentences: 
(185)! a. Sue got (herself) appointed to the governing board. 
  b. Ralph got fired again. 
  c. All my books got stolen. 
  d. Another bank got robbed last night.  
Langacker describes that get in (185) is a finite verb, hence that it profiles a process 
viewed sequentially whereas the passive participial complement is non-finite and 
viewed holistically. He claims that the evolution of get involves progressive attenuation 
  
in both the nature of the profiled relationship and the degree of control exercised by its 
subject. In addition, he indicates that the main clause subject in (185), which is the 
trajector of the finite verb get, is also the trajector of the complement and that what 
interests us is the trajector’s role in the main clause relationship: in (185a) the trajector 
and the subject (Sue) is construed as a volitional agent who manages to bring about the 
participial event, and who also, secondarily, is an experiencer who enjoys the benefits of 
its occurrence. In (185b), the subject is not a volitional agent with respect to the 
participial event. In (185c), the subject is inanimate implying an experiencer, because 
the experience is no longer the subject, but rather an individual associated with the 
subject, the possessor in (185c). The subject in (185d) is also inanimate but does not 











      (Langacker 2000:313) 
Get in (185a) has a cognitive structure (186a), get in (185b) and (185c) has a cognitive 
structure in (186b), and get in (185d) has a cognitive structure in (186c). Finally, 
Langacker (2000:314) describes that get-passives are non-transparent in that the subject 
must in some way be implicated in the experiential relationship, not necessarily as the 
locus of experience, but maybe just by providing a link to the implicit experiencer: 
(187)! a. ?A lot of headway got made last night. 
  b. ??Tabs got kept on all the dissidents. 
  c. ?* It got claimed that there are wombats on Venus. 
  d. *There got claimed to be wombats on Venus. 
Langacker (2008:121) points out that past participles occur in the passive with be, and 
as adjectives formed on both intransitive and transitive verbs: 
(188)! a. This building was designed by a famous architect. 
  b. The pond is frozen. 







The bold arrows in (189a) represent the direction of influence: the participant shown at 
the top acts on the one at the bottom or somehow initiates their interaction. The 
participial form in (189b) appropriately described as “stative-adjectival”, because it 
restricts the profile to a single state and functions grammatically as an adjective. 
 
  
2.5.4.  Alexiadou (2005) 
Alexiadou (2005) focuses on the behavior of the get-passive in English and discusses a 
number of restrictions associated with the behavior as well as the status of get. She 
points out that get patterns more like, a lexical verb than like an auxiliary in that it 
shows an atypical behavior for auxiliaries in a number of context, including negation 
construction and question formation:  
(190)! a. Did he get killed?/Was he killed/*Got he killed. 
  b. He didn’t get killed/He wasn't get killed/*He gotn’t killed.  
      (Alexiadou 2005:15) 
Alexiadou (2005:14-17) points out that the get-passives have three properties. Firstly, 
they lack an implicit argument, since they are unable to control into purpose clauses and 
cannot license volitional adverbials:  
(191)! a. The ship was sunk [PRO to collect insurance money]. 
  b. *The ship got sunk [PRO to collect insurance money]. 
  c. The ship got sunk [for John to collect insurance money]. 
(192)! a. The book was torn on purpose. 
  b. *The book got torn on purpose.   (Fox and Grodzinsky 1998:327) 
Secondly, get-passives are compatible with reflexive action specified with by-phrase, 
while be-passives are not: 
(193)! a. I got dressed (by my mother or by myself). 
  b. I was dressed (only by my mother) 
She suggests that this is reminiscent of Kratzer's discussion on German participles, 
where she shows that the following distinction holds: 
(194)! a. Das Kind   war  gekämmt. 
    The child   was   combed 
    Stative: compatible with reflexive action (no agent) 
  b. Das kind    wurde gekämmt. 
    The child    was  combed 
    Eventive: incompatible with reflexive action (necessarily an agent) 
Third, the get-passives don’t seem to be fully productive; they are not permitted with 
stative verbs and verbs that do not allow for the subject of the construction to be 
interpreted as affected: 
(195)! a. *The truth got known. 
  b. *Mary got feared. 
  c. *Mary got followed by a little lamb. 
  d. *Mary got seen. 
  e. *The electricity light got invented. 
She notes that verbs that do not normally have transitive counterparts can form the 
get-passive: 
(196)! a. He got fogged in. 
  b. *The weather fogged him in. 
  c. The cotton balls got decayed. 
  d. *The bad weather decayed the cotton balls. 
She points out that the get-passives describe events that are perceived to have a 
fortunate or unfortunate consequence on the subject, and this property brings the 
get-passive close to the restrictions that hold for middle formation as well as passive 
nominals in English: 
  
(197)! a. the city’s destruction/*the book’s knowledge 
  b. The wood slits easily/*the cat chases easily 
She also points out that there an important difference between resultative participles and 
the get-construction, that is, resultative participles do not licence by-phrases, but 
get-passive do: 
(198)! a. *John is arrested by the police 
  b. John got arrested by the police. 
This suggests taht the by-phrase is not licensed directly by the resultative participle but 
its licensing happens in a different fashion. 
Alexiadou (2005:19) assumes that get is actually a light verb that receives a resultative 
phrase (RP). i.e. the resultative particle, as its complement. She claims that the subject 
of the get construction raises to tis surface position from inside the participial structure: 
(199)! John got [RP t pushed] 
 
2.5.5.  Puckica (2009) 
Pickica (2009) describes that a passive construction may involve a verb other than be 
combined with a past participle, as in the case of the get-passive: 
(200)! a. The employee was fired (by the chief-manager). 
  b. The employee got fired (by the chief-manager). 
      (Puckica 2009:216) 
He points out that (200a) is essentially due to its past participle fired and is 
characterized by two main properties from a semantic point of view: 
(201)! a. The relation denoted by the past participle is not viewed from the 
   perspective of its primary core participant (P1) but instead from that of its 
   second core participant (P2), i.e. the participant that would be taken as     
object (or first oblique complement) in a basic, active use of the     
corresponding verb. Consequently, the past participle in question cannot be 
predictated of P1, but only of P2 – in (1a), for instance, the firing event is 
predicted of the ‘firee’/Patient (P2), not the ‘firer’/ Agent (P1); 
  b. P1 is nonetheless present in the conceptualisation of the relation denoted  
by the past participle. Although generally unexpressed, it may be     
mentioned by means of a grammaticalised variant of the preposition BY, in  
a so-called ‘agent’ BY phrase (e.g. by the chief-manager). 
      (Puckica 2009:217) 
 
2.5.6.  Summary 
We reviewed three linguistic analyses on get as well as explanations about usages of the 
verb get that dictionaries show us. They give us interesting insights into the verb get. In 
Chapter 3, we will focus on constructions composed of the verb get, reflexive pronouns 
and syntactic constituents such as Adjectives (Phrase) and Past Participles, discuss their 
meanings and their derivation (or extension) within the framework proposed in Kajita 








In this section, we will introduce theoretical background on our proposal, and after that 
we will propose an analysis of derivation (or extension) in “get + oneself + 
Adjective/V-en” and “get + Adjective/V-en” constructions as well as derivational or 
extensional relationship between constructions with a reflexive pronoun and ones 
without a reflexive pronoun. 
 
 
3.1.! Theoretical Backgrounds 
3.1.1.! Extension Theory (Dynamic Model of Grammar) 
Extension Theory or dynamic model of grammar was first proposed in Kajita (1977), 
and then developed in Kajita (1983, 1987) and others. In this theory, it is assumed that 
grammar is not acquired instantaneously but extended gradually in the course of 
language acquisition. Chomsky (1981f, 1986f) discusses language phenomena under the 
hidden hypothesis that a human being has a grammar Gn(n>1) which is innate in his or 
her mind. On the other hand, according to the extension theory, a human being has a 
grammar G1, which is the initial state of Gn, is extended into the final state of grammar 
Gn in the course of language acquisition. Kajita (1987:1) proposes that there are 
“minimal” steps by extension (F=form, M=meaning): 
(1)! a. I didn’t touch anything in the room   F1 2 M1 
 b. He doesn’t understand anything like math.  F1 2M1 / M2 
 c.       F1 / F2 2M1 / M2 
 d. I haven’t had anything like four pints.  (F1) / F2 2   / M2 
 e. I have not anything like tried it.       F2 2    M2 
      (Kajita 1987:1)  
Sentence (1a) means that the speaker didn’t touch anything in the room. On the other 
hand, sentence (1b) has two meanings: one is that he doesn’t understand any subject like 
mathematics or any mathematics-like thing, and the other is that he doesn’t understand 
mathematics at all. (1c) indicates that we don’t have any examples with two syntactic 
structures whose meaning is different from each other. Sentence (1d) means that the 
speaker hasn’t had four pints (of beer) at all, though it could have two syntactic 
structures for some native speakers. Sentence (1e) only means that the speaker hasn’t 
tried it at all. In sentences (1d) and (1e), anything like behaves like an adverb and we 
can’t divide them into a noun and preposition just as anything like math in (1b). In this 
derivation (or extension), anything like changes from a noun and a preposition to an 
adverb like never step by step. This derivation is thought to be carried out according to 
some triggers suggested in (2): 
(2)!- Information from data and extragrammatical systems incorporated into  
 sentence structure 
 - Feedback from sentence structure 
 - Alteration of the rules activated in generating the structure 
 - At least some rules: “grammatical construction” 
 - Constructions: certain types of associations of phonological, syntactic, and  
semantic properties of sentences 
 - New (syntagmatic and / or paradigmatic) associations of such properties  
  formed via generated structure 
  
 - Hierarchical arrangement of constructions and subconstructions 
 - Certain intermediate-level of constructions directly operative in extension,  
  which higher-level (sub)constructions providing the framework for  
  extensional operations (e.g. determining the presence and the nature of  
  paradigmatic gaps) 
(Kajita 1987:1) 
According to this theory, we can limit what is called “possible grammar”:  this theory 
can handle a variety of linguistic phenomena, some of which are of no interest in other 
theories, and indicates a way of derivation, i.e. what kind of grammar can be derived. 
Kajita (1997) explicates some of the fundamental assumptions that underlie the dynamic 
view of language presented in Kajita (1977).  
Kajita (1997:378) emphasizes the importance of the role that the grammars of nonfinal 
stages play in explaining the course of development and the uniformity and diversity of 
adult grammar, and claims that the notion of the set of next-stage grammars is more 
important than the notion of the set of passible adult grammars. Kajita (1997) assumes 
that language learning proceeds in the following ways: 
(3)!1. The child who is to learn a language, L, equipped with the prelinguistically  
  given systems of language learning, SLL, receives and processes a set of data  
  drawn from L, D(L, 1), and constructs a grammar at the first stage  
  of L, G(L, 1). 
2. The child goes on to process another set of data, D(L, 2), and constructs a  
  grammar at the second stage of L, G(L, 2), on the basis of G(L, 1) and SLL. 
3. Repeating this process at subsequent stages until reaching the final stage, the  
  child attains the adult grammar of L, G(L, n). 
      (Kajita 1997:378) 
For this process to be successful, Kajita (1997) claims that the SLL must satisfy the 
following condition: 
(4)!For any language L and for any stage Si (08i<n) of learning L, it must be the 
case that, given G(L, i) and the kind of data, D(L, i+1),  that are actually 
available to the child at the next stage, Si+1, the SLL (and its theory) selects, as 
G(L, i+1), exactly the kind of grammars that are actually selected by the child at 
Si+1.     (Kajita 1997:378) 
Kajita (1997) also assumes that the familiar “poverty of the stimulus” situation prevails 
at every stage of language learning, i.e., that D(L, i+1), even in conjunction with G(L, i), 
cannot determine G(L, i+1) in any general, non-task-specific way. Under this 
assumption, he claims that it must also meet the following condition in order for the 
SLL to satisfy condition (5): 
(5)!The SLL must have the effect of imposing task-specific constraints on the set of 
grammars that can naturally be constructed at Si+1, {G(L, i+1)}, in such a way 
that, given D(L, i+1), G(L, i), and the constraints in question, the SLL can 
automatically select the right G(L, i+1).  (Kajita 1997:378-9) 
This formulation of the problem relativizes the data to stages, and, more important, 
counts G(L, i) as a relevant factor. He suggests that such a formulation naturally gives 





(6)! a. Constraints which refer to D(L, i+1) but not to G(L, i) 
 b. Constraints which refer both to D(L, i+1) and to G(L, i) 
 c. Constraints which refer to G(L, i) but not to D(L, i+1). 
 d. Constraints which refer neither to D(L, i+1) nor to G(L, i). 
     (Kajita 1997:379) 
Kajita (1997) calls (6a) and (6b) Data-Dependent constraints, (6c) and (6d), 
Data-Independent constraints, (6b) and (6c), Grammar-Dependent constraints, and (6a) 
and (6d) Grammar-Independent constraints. He indicates that data-dependent constrains 
specify the role that D(L, i+1) plays in constructing G(L, i+1), thus determining, in 
effect, the restrictions upon D(L, i+1), by itself in the case of (6a), and in conjunction 
with G(L, i) in the case of (6b). He also shows that data-independent constraints specify 
the contributions that the SLL itself makes in constructing G(L, i+1), independently of 
D(L, i+1); they determine, in effect, the restrictions that the SLL imposes on G(L, i+1) 
irrespective of D(L, i+1), by itself in the case of (6d), and in conjunction with G(L, i) in 
the case of (6c).  
He also points out that grammar-dependent constraints specify the ways in which the 
current grammar affects the formation of the grammar of the next stage, and that the 
constraints of this type are the ones whose possibility naturally arises in the 
noninstantaneous frameworks of language learning, though not under certain 
interpretations of the instantaneity hypotheses. For example, of the data-dependent 
constrains, that is, (6a), the grammar-dependent ones, will have the function of 
determining some of the properties of G(L, i+1) on the basis of the manner and degree 
of the success/failure of G(L, i) in processing D(L, i+1).  
With respect to the data-independent constraints, Kajita (1997:380) assumes: 
(7)!If a theory T1 of the data-independent constraints restricts {G(L, i+1)} more 
narrowly than another theory T2 does, the T1 is better than T2, provided that it in 
not so exclusive as to rule out a right G(L, i+1). 
He states that data-independent constraints can be of various subtypes as well: 
(8)!a. Stage-Specific constraints  
b. Stage-Neutral constraints 
c. Inter-Stage constraints 
d. Intra-Stage constrains  
Stage-Specific constraints hold only at some specified stage or stages such as the final 
stage or some of the earliest stages while Stage-Neutral constraints hold at any relevant 
stage. Inter-Stage constraints specify the correlations between the grammars of two or 
more stages, that is, between the grammars of two consecutive stages, while Intra-Stage 
constraints specify the system-internal conditions that the grammars of each relevant 
stage must individually satisfy with no regard to the grammars of any other stage. He 
suggests abstract examples of data-independent constraints, where P, P’, P1, …, Pn, P’1, 
…, P’n may each stand for any (possibly very complex) characterization of properties of 
grammars as follows: 
(9)!a. Every adult grammar must have property P. 
b. Every adult grammar may have property P. 
c. Every adult grammar must have at least one of a set of properties, P1,…, Pn. 





(10)! a. Every grammar of any language at any stage later than a specified stage,  
   Si, must have property P. 
b. Every grammar of any language at any stage later than a specified stage,  
   Si, may have property P. 
c. Every grammar of any language at any stage later than a specified stage,  
   Si, must have at least one of a set of properties, P1,…Pn. 
     (Ibid.:380) 
(11)! a. Every grammar at any stage of any language must have property P. 
b. Every grammar at any stage of any language may have property P. 
c. Every grammar at any stage of any language must have at least one of a  
   set of properties, P1, …, Pn.  (Ibid.:380) 
(12)! a. If G(L, i), the grammar of a language at an arbitrary stage Si, has property  
   P, then G(L, i+1), the grammar at the next stage of that language, must   
   have property P’. 
b. If G(L, i) has property P, then G(L, i+1) may have property P’. 
 c. If G(L, i) has property P, then G(L, i+1) must have at least one of a set of  
   properties, P’ 1, … P’n. 
      (Kajita 1997:380-1) 
He describes that the constraints in (9) and (10) are intra-stage, stage-specific 
constraints. Constraints in (9) are stated exclusively in terms of the properties of the 
grammars of one single stage, with no reference to the grammars of any other stage, and 
they are applied to the grammars of the particular stage specified by the constraint, that 
is, the final stage, Sn. Such intra-stage constraints specific to the final stage are the type 
of constraints that have received the major, almost exclusive, attention in the theories of 
generative grammar.  Constraints in (10) can be applied, unlike those in (9), to 
grammars of more than one stage. The reference to more than one stage is made in 
specifying the domain of application of the constraint, but not in specifying the content 
of the constraint.  
The constraints in (11) are intra-stage, stage-neutral constraints. The reasons why they 
are stage-neutral is that no particular stage is mentioned in defining the domain of 
application. The constraints in (12) are intra-stage because they restrict the properties of 
the grammars at any one stage, and because the correlations in question are claimed by 
referring to the properties of the grammars at another stage, that is, by specifying certain 
correlations that should hold between the properties of the grammars at different stages. 
They are also, stage-neutral constraints because the correlations in question are claimed 
to hold for both of the grammars of any two stages. 
Kajita (1997:382) claims that the simplest way to connect the theory of the UG from 
Chomsky’s point of view to the theory of the constrains on {G(L, i+1)} is to identify 
them, declaring that the children’s grammars are essentially the same as adult grammars 
throughout the course of development and this amounts to reinterpreting the theories of 
UG, which were originally meant to be constraints specific to the final stage. He also 
claims that this process-oriented approach enables us to combine the realist position and 
the temporal dimension without any conflict, which provides a way to integrate the rich 
results of diachronic linguistics into realist theories of language, though often in a 
drastically reconstructed form. 
In order to clarify some differences between the process-oriented approach and other 
approaches, Kajita (1997:384) proposes the following particular subtype of inter-stage 
  
constraints: 
(13)! If G(L, i) has property P, then G(L, i+1) may, though need not, have property  
  P’, and if G(L, i) cannot have P’ unless some other constraint in the system  
  makes P’ possible in G(L, i+1). 
He calls (13) Dynamic Constraint, and he describes that theories of data-independent 
constraints on {G(L, i+1)} that recognize the existence of dynamic constraints and 
make maximal use of them may be called dynamic theories of language, and that such 
theories will determine what other data-independent constrains the SLL has, and how 
they interact with each other and with dynamic constraints. 
Kajita (1997:385) claims that dynamic constraints can be subdivided into various types 
depending on how the property pair (P, P’) is characterized, and depending on how they 
function in restricting {G(L, i+1)}. He points out that the property pairs are 
characterized in (a) positive, (b) intensional, and (c) interactive (i.e., cross-modular) 
terms, and the constraints function in a (d) probabilistic, (e) cumulative, and (f) 
thresholded, fashions and that the use of dynamic constraints can be maximized by 
letting them replace other types of constraints wherever condition (7) allows it.  
 
3.1.2.  Kemmer (1993)  
Kemmer (1993:16-20) describes the semantic relations among the various situation 
types identified as relevant to the middle voice domain, considering each type in terms 
of the relations among the nominal participants involved in the event and that several 
situation types fall within the reflexive domain and a number of types are closely related 
to the reflexive types.  She also examines other domains which are relevant to the 
middle: the domain of reciprocal situation types, the mental event domain, the domain 
of spontaneous events and that of passive-like middle situation types.  In order to 
illustrate the kinds of situation types that figure in middle systems in language of the 
world, Kemmer (1993) introduces the term middle marker or MM and it is provisionally 
defined as a language-specific morphosyntactic marker that appears in the expression of 
some cluster of distinct situation types that are hypothesized to be semantically related 
to one another and to fall with the semantic category of middle voice. She presents 12 
classes of verb meanings with representative samples of data from languages of diverse 
genetic and areal affiliations: 
(14)! a. Grooming or body care 
b. Nontranslational motion 
c. Change in body posture 
d. Indirect middle (or self-benefactive middle) 
e. Naturally reciprocal events 
f. Translational motion 
g. Emotion middle 
h. Emotive speech actions 
i. Cognition middle 
j. Spontaneous events 
k. Logophoric middle 
l. Passive, Impersonal, Facilitative middles 
(15) illustrates the class of verbs of grooming or body care, and these typically include 
verbs of washing and getting dressed, verbs of shaving and bathing. The grooming 
actions  are carried out by an individual on him- or herself: 
 ) 
(15)! Grooming or body care: 
 Djola  -pɔs- ɔ  ‘wash’ 
 Latin  lavo-r  ‘wash’ 
 Bhasa Indonasia ber-dandan ‘get washed’ 
 Old Norse klœða-sk  ‘get washed’ 
 Hungarian borotivál-koz- ‘shave’ 
     (Kemmer 1993:16) 
(16) includes verbs of moving the body without change in overall position. This class of 
verb meanings include actions like twisting, turning, bowing, stretching, and nodding: 
(16)! Nontranslational motion: 
 Kanuri  tán-tîn  ‘stretch one’s body’ 
 Old Norse snúa-sk  ‘turn’ 
 Latin  revert-r  ‘turn’ 
 Classical Greek trépe-sthai ‘turn’ 
 German  sick verbeugen ‘bow’ 
     (Kemmer 1993:17) 
The class of verbs of change in body posture mainly includes verbs of lying down, 
sitting down and standing up and verbs of similar actions such as kneeling down and 
squatting: 
(17)! Change in body posture: 
 Djola  lak-ɔ  ‘sit down’ 
 B. Indonasia ber-lutut  ‘kneel down’ 
 German  sich hinlegen ‘lie down’ 
 Guugu Imidhirr daga-adhi ‘sit down’ 
 Hungarian emel-ked- ‘rise, get up’     
 (Kemmer 1993:17)  
Although verbs in classes (15)~(17) are usually treated as semantically reflexive verbs, 
Kemmer (1993) points out that such verbs do not denote reflexive events and should be 
given a semantic analysis distinct from that of reflexive. 
The indirect middle (18) includes actions in which the Agent entity is normally a 
Recipient or Beneficiary participant in the verbal action. Typical verbs in this class are 
‘acquire’, ‘request’, and ‘receive’: 
(18)! Indirect middle: 
 Turkish  ed-in  ‘acquire’ 
 Old Norse eigna-sk  ‘acquire, lay claim to’ 
 Classical Greek ktá-sthai  ‘acquire for oneself’ 
 Hungarian kéreds-ked- ‘ask, request’ 
 Changana ku ti-tekela ‘take for oneself’   
 (Kemmer 1993:17) 
Naturally reciprocal events (19) are actions in which the relationship among two 
participants is usually or necessarily mutual or reciprocal.  This class includes verbs of 
fighting, embracing, meeting, greeting, conversing, and so forth: 
(19)! Naturally reciprocal events: 
 Old Norse hitta-sk  ‘meet’ 
 Hungarian ölel-kez-  ‘embrace’ 
 Latin  amplecto-r ‘embrace’ 
 B. Indonesian ber-gumul ‘wrestle’ 
  
 Guugu Yimidhirr yirrga-adhi ‘converse, agree    
(Kemmer 1993:18) 
Translation motion is a class of verbs on which middle markers typically appear more 
distant from reflexives.  This class contains the verbs of locomotion, that is, 
self-induced motion of an animate entity along a path in space.  Middle-marked verbs 
of translational motion often include verbs of going, coming, walking, flying, running, 
and leaping: 
(20)! Translational motion 
 Pangwa  u-nu-xa  ‘climb up’ 
 Guugu Yimidhirr madha-adhi ‘climb up’ 
 Old Norse ganga-sk  ‘go, leave’ 
 B. Indonesia ber-djalan ‘walk, stroll’ 
 Classical Greek péte-sthai ‘fly’   
(Kemmer 1993:18) 
The emotion middle commonly includes verbs of being angry, frightened, sad or happy: 
(21)! Emotion middle 
 Guugu Yimidhirr dumba-adhi ‘get a shock or fright’ 
 German  sich fürchten ‘be/become frightened’ 
 Mohave  mat i1a:v ‘be angry’ 
 Latin  īrasco-r  ‘be angry’ 
 Hungarian bán-kod-  ‘grieve, mourn’ 
     (Kemmer 1993:18) 
(22) shows that there are makers on verbs denoting speech actions of an emotive type.  
This class includes verbs of complaining, cursing, regretting, and lamenting: 
(22)! Emotive speech actions 
Latin  quero-r  ‘complain’ 
German  sich beschweren ‘complain’ 
Classical Greek olophýre-sthai ‘lament’ 
Turkish  döv-ün  ‘lament’ 
Sanskrit  krpat-e  ‘laments’         
(Kemmer 1993:18) 
Middle markers also appear fairly frequently on verbs of mental state or process, that is 
verbs of thinking, meditating, remembering, forgetting, and supposing.  This class is 
termed the cognition middle: 
(23)! Cognition middle 
Bahasa Indonesia ber-pikir  ‘be cogitating’ 
Old Norse þykkija-sk ‘think’ 
Pangwa  -i-sala  ‘think over, consider’ 
Latin  medito-r  ‘ponder, meditate’ 
Mohave  mata ahay ‘believe’   
(Kemmer 1993:19) 
The class of spontaneous events includes verbs of growing, rotting, drying out, falling 






(24)! Spontaneous events 
Changana ber-pikir  ‘germinate, sprout’ 
Old Norse gróa-sk  ‘grow’ 
Pahasa Indonesia ber-henti  ‘come to a stop’ 
Mohave  mat ičo:  ‘become, change into’ 
Turkish  dinl-en  ‘recover’     
(Kemmer 1993:19) 
Kemmer (1993) points out that the middle marker appears on verbs of saying, belief, 
and perception in constructions involving clausal complements of those verbs in Old 
Norse and Modern Icelandic. In such constructions, the Agent or Experiencer 
participant in the event expressed by the dependent clause is coreferential with the 
subject of the main verb, which is referred to as the logophoric middle: 
(25)! Logophoric middle 
a.! Hann  kve-zk    hafa     frait  at  leita  þjóstolf-s 
He    said-MM  to have  gone  to  seek  Thjostolf-GEN 
‘He said that he had gone to look for Thjostolf.’ (Njals Saga) 
b.! Þeir    sáu-st   hlaupa. 
They   saw-MM to-run 
‘They saw themselves run.’  (Kemmer 1993:20) 
She claims that in a number of languages these same middle marker forms are used to 
derive verbs of a thematic structure differing from that of the root verb: specifically, in 
this type of middle marker construction, the participant expressed as the subject of the 
middle marker verb corresponds thematically to the object of the unmarked root verb – 
both are Patients. In this semantic type, there is an Agent in the described situation, but 
it is not expressed. Constructions of this type fall into a number of subclasses as 
indicated in the labels on the set of examples below: 
(26)! Passive, Impersonal, Facilitative middles 
Kanuri  t-úrúk-ìn   ‘I am seen’ 
French  le liver se vende bien ‘the book is selling well’ 
German  der Artikel liest sich leicht ‘the article reads easily’ 
     (Kemmer 1993:20) 
Kemmer (1993:210-1) claims that the middle markers relate to the syntactic 
intransitivity of the clause in which they appear, and that the general correlation of 
middle morphosyntax with forma intransitivity that has been observed is not due to the 
fact that middle markers are meaningless markers of intransitivity, but rather to the 
property of low degree of elaboration of events that is inherent in middle semantics. She 












(27)! Semantic links between middle situation types 
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In (27) Kemmer (1993:224) claims that there is a marking hierarchy for a marker that 
has a reflexive source as follows: 
(28)! Reflexive <  Nontranslational  < Change in  < Translational  < Active 
     Motion           Body Posture  Motion        One- 
             Participant 
              Body Care 
      Marked            Unmarked 
It predicts that if at least some change in body posture verbs are marked with a marker 
that has a reflexive source, then nontranlational motion verbs will also display that 
marker. She also states that similar sets of predictions will hold outside of the body 
action domain although in all other cases chains of nodes related along a single 
semantic parameter consist of two or at most three nodes, and thus fewer predictions are 




3.1.3.  Nakamura (1999, 2004) 
Nakamura (1999) points out that we can make the meanings of be + past participle 
construction clear if we use a cognitive structure of a causative construction in (29): 
(29)! Cognitive structure of a causative construction 
 
He describes that there three types in the cognitive structure by means of the difference 
of the profile: 
(30)! a. (i) My wrist is all swollen. 
   (ii) My arm was (so) burned (I could hardly moved it). 
 b. I was surprised at Mary’s behavior. 
 c. The town was destroyed (house by house). 
(31)! a. (i) 
 






     (Nakamura 1999:42-44) 
Swollen in (30a) is a past participle of an intransitive verb and the final state of the 
change is profiled. Burned in (30a) is a past participle of a transitive verb. The subject 
my arm is affected by a certain kind of force and therefore is changed from the initial 
state to the final state, which is profiled in (ii) of (31a). Surprised in (30b) is a past 
participle of a transitive verb, and the subject I is affected from the state in which the 
subject isn’t surprised to the state in which the subject is surprised. Therefore the circle 
in the middle, the wavy arrow and the square are profiled in (31b). Destroyed in (30c) is  
a past participle of a transitive verb. In this case the subject the town is obviously 
affected by some kind of force, and reached the final state of the town’s destruction. 
Therefore the double solid arrow, the circle, the wavy arrow and the square are profiled. 
Nakamura (1999) also points out that there are two cases in which the final state of the 
change isn't profiled. The first case involves kick-type verbs and touch-type verbs: 
























Nakamura (1999:43-44) points out that kick-type verbs and touch-type verbs indicate 
not the object’s final state of change clearly but a contact with it. Therefore the final 
state of change in (33) and the subject’s force in (33b) aren’t profiled. In this case 
Nakamura (1999) claimed that landmarks or objects in (32) are automatically shifted to 
trajectors in their passive construction. The second case involves verbs such as know 
and surround. They are what we call stative verbs and have not the meaning of the 
change of the state but the meaning of the state only: 










Since (34a) means not the change of the state but the initial state only, the trajectory 
shift occurs in the passive construction (34b).  
Nakamura (2004:142) claims that constructions are semantically derived (or extended) 
and that they are extended not radially but linearly. He proposes that meanings of 
middle constructions are extended as their subject NP’s force is gradually attenuated. He 
also claims that cognitive structures of middle constructions are linearly derived from 
that of reflexive structure as follows: 














   John dressed himself. 




        John pricked himself with a needle. 





   John hurt himself in the game. 




   The bag opened itself. 





   The sun showed itself. 
Reflexive construction of (35a) indicates the state in which the subject’s(agent’s) force 
turns toward the subject NP itself. The dotted line in the cognitive structure (35a) 
represents an identity between the agent and the patient. In Cognitive Construction I of 
Reflexive middle construction (35b), the force of its subject generally is attenuated 
toward the subject him/herself and more precisely toward the body part of the subject, 
which is indicated as a double solid arrow. The smaller circle in (35b) indicates his or 
her body parts and the solid line from the smaller circle to the square represents the state 
of change the subject’s(agent’s) body part made. Nakamura (2004:144) points out the 
following sentences: 
(36)! a. John stabbed himself and a man sitting next to him.  
 b. John dressed himself *and his son. 
 c. Who did John stab/look at? – He stabbed/looked at himself. 
 d. Who did John dress/shave? – *He dressed/shaved himself. 
 e. What did he do? – He dressed/shaved/washed himself. 
(36a) and (36b) indicate that a reflexive pronoun in the reflexive construction (36a) can 
occur with a noun using coordinate conjunction, while a reflexive pronoun in the 
reflexive middle construction (36b) can’t. This indicates that the reflexive in (35b) is no 
longer considered as a direct object. (36c) and (36d) shows that a reflexive pronoun in 
the reflexive construction can be used as an answer to the questions in which the object 
noun is asked about, while a reflexive pronoun in the reflexive middle construction 
can’t. We can use a reflexive pronoun in the reflexive middle construction when the 
question is asked not about the object noun but about the state the verb phrase 
represents. 
 		 
The cognitive structure (35c) contains the dotted arrow that indicates the subject’s force 
is attenuated and indicates that the self-control is weakening. Therefore, this 
construction means a change of state by mistake or the manner in which one stands up 
and sits down or moves about. The cognitive structure (35d) is also a reflexive middle 
construction, but is different in that the agent’s (subject’s) force is more attenuated and 
finally is lost. This means that the agent becomes the sentient element that only feels the 
change of the mental or physical state inside the subject. Nakamura (2004:145) 
describes a dotted arrow in (35d) which represents a mentally receptive process or 
experience. 
In reflexive middle construction (35e) the subject becomes inanimate, and therefore an 
arrow is lost, which indicates the subject’s force doesn’t exist at all. In this cognitive 
structure, the reflexive represents the active zone of the subject NP, which indicates that 
there exists the whole-part relation between the subject and its active zone. (35f) shows 
that the distinction between the whole and the part becomes obscure and implies that the 
subject changes the whole, but not the part. 
Nakamura (2004:147) claims that seven classes of verb meanings in middle 
constructionswhich are specified by Kemmer (1993:16-20), can be indicated by means 
of the cognitive structures in (37): 
(37)! a. Grooming or Body care   Cognitive Structure I 
   (washing, dressing, shaving…) 
 b. Nontranslational motion   Cognitive Structure I (II) 
   (stretching, turning, bowing…) 
 c. Change in body posture   Cognitive Structure II 
   (sitting down, lying down, getting up…) 
 d. Translational motion   Cognitive Structure II/III 
   (climbing up, going/leaving, walking…) 
 e. Emotion middle          Cognitive Structure III, IV/V 
   (becoming frightened, getting angry, grieving…) 
 f. Cognition middle    Cognitive Structure I, II 
   (thinking, pondering, believing…) 
 g. Spontaneous events   Cognitive Structure V 
   (sprouting, growing, coming to stop, becoming) 
In grooming or body care, (37a), verbs such as wash, dress, shave are related to 
intentional transmission of physical energy and therefore the subject changed his or her 
appearance, which is indicated by Cognitive Structure I. In nontranslational motion, 
verbs such as stretch and turn are related to intentional transmission of physical energy 
and this transmission cause the subject doesn’t change its position but has some change 
such as turning or stretching. Therefore (37b) has Cognitive Structure I rather than 
Cognitive Structure II. (37b) also has a cognitive structure which is close to Cognitive 
Structure V, since it can’t be related to intentional transmission, if the subject is 
inanimate. In change in body posture, indicating that (37c) has Cognitive Structure II, 
verbs such as sit down, lie down, get up aren’t related to intentional transmission of 
physical energy and don’t have self-control. In translational motion, verbs such as climb, 
up, go, leave, walk aren’t related to clearly intentional transmission of physical energy, 
but they are more related than the verbs in Cognitive Structure II. Therefore (37d) has a 
cognitive structure between Cognitive Structures II and III. In emotion middle, verbs 
such as become frightened indicate a change of the experiencer’s mood and thus (37e) 
 	
 
has a cognitive structure close to III. The difference between (37e) and Cognitive 
Structure III is that the latter involves experience in body with some pain. If verbs in 
(37e), such as become surprised, indicate the change of the subject’s feeling only, then 
(37e) also has a cognitive structure close to Cognitive Structure IV or V.  
In cognition middle, there are two kinds of cognitive structure; the one in which the 
subject intentionally thinks of something or remembers something; the other in which 
the subject thinks of something or remembers something unconsciously. If verbs 
indicate a certain kind of intention, (37f) has a cognitive structure close to Cognitive 
Structure I, while in the case of verbs which aren’t involved in intention, (37f) has one 
close to Cognitive Structure III. 
In spontaneous events, there is no influence of the subject, and verbs such as sprout, 
grow, come to stop, become indicate the whole change of the participant. Therefore 
(37f) has cognitive structure V. 
Nakamura (2004:151) also claims that passive construction is derived or extended from 
Cognitive Structure V (spontaneous events) as follows: 
(38)! a.  
                                                                       Spontaneous events  
                             tr 
b.  
         passive construction  
                    tr 
c. 
       passive construction with verbs such as kick 
                    tr 
 
Nakamura (2004) specifies that semantic information is increased in passive 
construction because the agent of the sentence is added as background information in 
(38b), while semantic information in passive constructions with verbs such as kick is 
decreased because verbs such as kick are unlikely to cause a change of state.  
Nakamura (2004) points out that the extension process in (35) indicates a precise 
semantic map, and that a language has several expressions or constructions. The table in 
(39) shows a semantic map in present-day English: 
(39)! Semantic map in present-day English 
(35a)         (35b)       (35c)       (35d)       (35e)       (35f) 
  Transitive States                 Middle States                   Passive States 
              6Reflexive (Middle) Construction7 
              6     “be  +  Past Participle”       7 
              6Intransitive Construction7 
     Nakamura 2004:164 
Nakamura (2004) specifies that middles states are expressed by a reflexive (middle) 
construction, a ‘be + past participle’ construction and an intransitive construction: 
(40)! a. He delighted himself. 
 b. He was delighted. 
 c. He dressed himself. 
 d. He was dressed. 
He also points out some reflexive middle constructions can’t occur in progressive form 
because they imply the completion of the change of state: 
 
 	 
(41)! a. He hid.  
 b. He was hiding. 
 c. He hid himself. 
 d. *He was hiding himself. 
 
3.2.  Analyses: Cognitive Structures of get 
In this section, we will focus our attention on ‘get + oneself + Adjectival Phrase’ 
construction, ‘get + Adjectival Phrase’ construction, ‘get + oneself + V-en’ construction 
and ‘get + V-en’ construction. Each construction has several cognitive structures which 
have basic-derivative relationship by means of the attenuation of subject NP’s force 
proposed by Nakamura (2004). These constructions also have basic-derivative 
relationship, in which ‘get + Adjective’ construction and ‘get + V-en’ one are extended 
or derived from ‘get + oneself + Adjectival Phrase’ and ‘get + oneself + V-en’ 
respectively within the framework of extension theory proposed by Kajita (1977, 1983, 
1987). 
 
3.2.1 NP + get + oneself + Adjectival Phrase  
First let us consider the following examples: 
(42)! a. The Social Security Minister suggested that unmarried women were  
 deliberately getting themselves pregnant in order to be housed and Mrs  
 Thatcher has endorsed this view saying that the problem arises from family  
 instability and unrealistic expectations. (BNC G20) 
b. So how could someone supposed to be so clever manage to get herself  
 pregnant not once, but twice, while conducting an affair? (BNC NBA) 
(42a) means that unmarried women were making themselves pregnant on purpose in 
order to be housed, while (42b) asks how a person who seems to be so clever could 
succeed in making herself pregnant not once but twice. In ‘get + NP + Adjectival Phrase’ 
construction, an NP is usually something or someone which are not identical to the 
subject NP: 
(43)! a. Mother got her children ready for school.  
 b.  
 
 
               Mother             her children            ready for school 
(43a) means that mother caused her children to become ready for school, and thus 
cognitive structure of (43a) is (43b), in which the subject Mother affects the object her 
children and then her children became ready for school. On the basis of cognitive 
structure (43b), we claim that reflexive pronouns, themselves and herself in (42) are 





                   women             themselves            pregnant 
                   someone              herself             pregnant 
The double solid arrow indicates the subject affects themselves or herself and the dotted 
curved line indicates both circles are identical. The wavy arrow and the square represent 
 	) 
the change in the state of the participant affected by the trajector and the state after the 
change. 
We can find some other sentences with a reflexive pronoun and an adjectival phrase as 
follows: 
(45)! a. She knocked off at half-past four when Nutty got home, and spent two 
 hours in the bathroom getting herself ready to go out, which she did every   
 night of the week (BNC AT4) 
b. Get yourself dry and go and find yourself some pyjamas. (BNC UKS) 
(45a) means that she finished her work at half-past four, spent two hours in the 
bathroom and prepared for going out. In this sentence, she grooms herself in order to go 
out at night. This describes that she puts on her clothes after spending in the bathroom, 
which indicates the subject she changes from the state in which she doesn’t wear her 
clothes to the one in which she does. In (45b) the hearer is ordered to dry yourself and 
go to find some pyjamas. In this case, the subject dries his or her body and this means 
that some changes occur in his or her body from ‘wet’ to ‘dry’. This shows us that the 
subject’s force is attenuated and affects its body part. This meaning is the same as the 
one in the Cognitive Structure I of reflexive middle construction Nakamura (2004) 





     herself / yourself  she/(you)        ready to go out/dry 
The subject’s force is shown as a double solid arrow which is headed to the small circle 
in (45). The small circle indicates the subjects’ body part and the solid arrow indicates 
the subject’s force affecting itself and causes both the change of the subject’s body part 
and the change of the subject on the whole. The square represents the changed state of 
the subject’s body part. 
Now let us consider the following sentences: 
(47)! Well, why would you care? A loose girl who sleeps around and has got  
  herself pregnant! I shouldn’t think. (BNC HGT) 
(47) means that you should care a girl who makes love with anyone and has got 
pregnant. In this case, it seems that a girl in (47) doesn’t care about getting pregnant 
although she makes love with anyone. This indicates that the subject’s force is 
attenuated and thus the subject’s self-control is weakening because the subject, a loose 
girl, has less intention of getting pregnant. This meaning is the same as the one in the 
Cognitive Structure II of reflexive middle construction. Therefore cognitive structures 





                herself     a loose girl           pregnant 
The double dotted arrow indicates that the subject’s force is attenuated and thus its 
self-control is weakening.  
Finally let us consider the following sentences: 
(49)! a. ‘Don’t get yourself upset,’ Loretta Bird said.  (BNC UKS) 
b. I hope that now Elaine, left, is off the show she can get herself healthy and  
 	 
  happy again for the sake of the baby she’s carrying. (BNC NBA) 
c. The lights out there were flickering again, probably getting themselves  
  ready for their second failure of the night. (BNC FYY) 
(49a) means that Loretta Bird said you shouldn’t get upset, and (49b) means that Elain 
is off the show and she can become healthy and happy. In these cases, there doesn’t 
exist the subject’s force any more and the subject becomes a sentient or an experiencer 
who only accepts mentally receptive process or internal experience submissively. This 
meaning is the same as the one in the Cognitive Structure III of reflexive middle 
construction. On the other hand, (49c) means that the lights were flicking again and 
getting ready for their second failure of the night. In this case the subject, the lights, is 
inanimate, and thus doesn’t have any force affecting the subject itself. This meaning is 
the same as the one in the Cognitive Structure V of reflexive middle construction. 




                  yourself       (you)               upset 




                   themselves  the lights            ready for their second failure of the night 
The dotted arrow in (50a) indicates a mentally receptive process or internal experience 
instead although the subject’s force is eliminated, which is indicated as single dotted 
arrow. On the other hand, (50b) doesn’t contain any arrow and only indicates the change 
of the subject’s state because the subject’s force is eliminated completely. 
Now we claim that there is a relationship with respect to extension (or derivation) in 
‘get + oneself + Adjectival Phrase’ and that attenuation of the subject NP’s force results 
in this extension. Thus we propose the following extension by means of the attenuation: 
(51)! a. 
      …unmarried women were deliberately 
      getting themselves pregnant in order to … 
 
 b. 
      Get yourself dry and go and find yourself 
      pyjamas 
 
 c. 
      ..A loose girl who sleeps around and has 




      Don’t get yourself upset. 
 
 e. 
      …probably getting themselves ready for 
      their second failure of the night. 
 
First, the construction with a reflexive pronoun treated as a noun occurs just as 
cognitive structure (51a) indicates. After that, the reflexive in question comes to lose its 
status as a noun, and the subject’s force is attenuated, which means that subject affects 
 	 
its part (body part) though the reflexive in question exists in the object position of the 
sentence. In cognitive structure (51b), the subject is presented as a small circle, and the 
subject’s force attenuated and affecting its body is indicated as a double solid arrow. 
Second, the subject’s force is attenuated more and the subject’s self-control is weakened, 
and hence the subject in the sentence of (51c) doesn’t get pregnant intentionally. Thus, 
the attenuated force is presented as a double dotted arrow in cognitive structure (51c). 
Third, in cognitive structure (51d), the subject doesn’t have any self-control at all, but 
accepted internal or mental experience or change submissively, which is indicated as a 
single dotted arrow. Finally, the inanimate subject occurs in this construction in which 
the subject doesn’t have any force affecting itself in (51e). Hence cognitive structure 
(51e) only indicates subject’s change but doesn’t have any arrow which indicates the 
subject’s force. 
In this derivation the subject’s force affecting itself is gradually attenuated from (51a) to 
(51e), which cause extensions of cognitive structures in this construction. 
 
3.2.2.  NP + get + Adjectival Phrase 
In this section, we consider cognitive structures on this construction and specify that 
there is extension of cognitive structures by means of the attenuation of subject’s NP 
force. Let us first consider the following sentences: 
(52)! a. I would make a really nice dinner, get ready and dress up.  (BNC A6V) 
b. Right well if I get tidy then before I wash up then you can start baking.  
               (BNC KDP) 
(52a) means that I would make a nice dinner, prepare for going out and dress up. In this 
case, get ready indicates the subject puts on makeup for going out. (52b) has the 
meaning that you can start baking if I become neat before I wash up. This sentence 
indicates that the subject makes his or her appearance complete. Thus cognitive 





                 I / I            ready / tidy 
In this sentence, the subject I intentionally works on his or her part of body (her face in 
(52a) and his or her body in (52b)) which is indicated as the small circle in (53). The 
double solid arrow indicates the subject’s force which is attenuated and affects his or 
her part of body. That’s why sentences in (53) have the same cognitive structure as the 
Cognitive Structure I of reflexive middle construction. 
Now let us consider other sentences: 
(54)! a. Then we went tubing and canoeing which was fun – we got wet but it did  
  not matter. (CWB NS9) 
b. Her mother had got older, fatter and sadder.  (BNC A6J) 
(54a) means that we went tubing and canoeing and we became wet. In this case the 
subject becomes wet not intentionally but accidentally, which indicates that the subject’s 
force is attenuated and the subject’s self-control is weakening. On the other hand, (54b) 
means that her mother had become older, fatter and sadder. In this case the subject 
doesn’t have any force on herself. Rather she becomes a sentient or an experiencer who 
only accepts mentally receptive process or internal experience submissively. Therefore 
 
 
cognitive structure of (54a) is (55a) which is the same cognitive structure as the 
Cognitive Structure II of reflexive middle construction while (54b) is (55b) which is the 








              her mother          older, fatter, sadder 
The double dotted arrow in (55a) indicates that the subject’s force is attenuated, its 
self-control is weaken and thus the subject’s behaviour is less intentional. The wavy 
arrow and the square represent the change of the subject’s body by the subject’s 
attenuated force and its changed state. The dotted arrow in (55b) indicates a mentally 
receptive process or internal physical experience. 
Finally, let us consider sentences as follows: 
(56)! a. I have never got on with my parents and it got worse when I became a 
   teenager. (CWB SUN) 
 b. It was four o’clock and already getting dark. (BNC ALL) 
(56a) means that the speaker hasn’t got along with his or her parents and this situation 
became worse when he or she became a teenager. In this case the subject, it, is 
inanimate, and thus doesn’t have any force affecting itself. (56b) means that it was four 
o’clock and it was getting dark outside. The subject in (56b) is inanimate and doesn’t 
have any force on itself as well. What is described in (56) is the change of the subject’s 
state only. Therefore cognitive structure of (56) is (57) which is the same cognitive 




                  it / it             worse / dark  
These sentences from (52), (54) and (56) suggest that there is a relationship with respect 
to extension (or derivation) in ‘get + Adjectival Phrase’ Thus we propose that 
attenuation of the subject NP’s force results in this extension and that ‘get + Adjectival 
Phrase’ construction is derived (or extended) as follows: 
(58)! Derivation (Extension) of ‘get + Adjectival Phrase’ construction 
 
I would make a really nice dinner, get ready and dress 
up. 
 
Then we went tubing and canoeing which was fun – we 
got wet but it did not matter. 
 
 








The point of this derivation (extension) is the attenuation of subject NP’s force affecting 
itself. First, the subject’s force, which is attenuated from the one an ordinary noun 
subject has, affects its body part and therefore the force is indicated as a double solid 
arrow. Second, the subject’s force affecting itself is attenuated more, and hence the 
subject doesn’t have self-control, which is indicated as a double dotted arrow. Third, the 
subject’s force is eliminated. The subject doesn’t have any self-control, but accepts its 
internal or mental experience or change submissively, which is indicated as a single 
dotted arrow. Finally, an inanimate subject occurs in this construction and it doesn’t 
have any force affecting itself, but only shows us the change of the state. Hence the last 
cognitive structure in (58) doesn’t have any arrow or circle in the circle. 
 
3.2.3.  From NP + get + oneself + Adjectival Phrase to NP + get + Adjectival Phrase 
Generally ‘get + NP +Adjectival Phrase’ construction has the meaning that the subject 
NP’s force affects the object NP so that the object NP gets to the state the adjectival 
phrase indicates. If we use a reflexive pronoun instead of the object NP, we can interpret 
it as the object NP or as a part of the subject NP. The latter interpretation suggests that a 
reflexive pronoun in question will not come to be treated as an NP. This will lead to the 
derivation from ‘get + oneself + Adjectival Phrase’ construction to ‘get + Adjectival 
Phrase’ construction using another construction as a trigger of extension.  
Now let us consider the following sentence with respect to the extension from ‘get + 
oneself + Adjectival Phrase’ to ‘get + Adjectival Phrase’: 
(59)! a. Mary is happy. 
 b.  
 
 
              Mary            happy 
The cognitive structure (59b) is for ‘be + Adjectival Phrase’ construction and means that 
the subject (or trajector), Mary, is in the final state of happy. This sentence has a 
syntactic sequence V + AP. On the other hand, the basic structure in this derivation has a 
syntactic sequence V + NP(oneself) + AP. If a reflexive pronoun occurs in this 
construction and doesn’t come to have any status of an ordinary noun any longer, then 
the reflexive pronoun in question isn’t considered as a syntactic category. That is to say, 
the sequence V + NP + AP can be considered as two structures: 
(60)! a. Mary got herself ready. 
 b. F1: NP + V + NP                    + AP 
 c. F2: NP + V + herself(emphatically used)  + AP 
Now we propose that ‘get + Adjectival Phase’ construction is derived or extended from 
‘get + oneself + Adjective’ construction with the use of ‘be + Adjectival Phrase’ 
construction as a syntactic trigger. After this extension, ‘get + Adjectival Phrase’ 
construction is extended or derived by means of attenuation of the subject’s influence on 
itself. (60a) specifies how to derive from basic construction to derivative constructions, 








(61)! a. Derivation (Extension)  




       ‘Grooming’      ‘Grooming’ 
 
                               
 
Absence of self-control 
  
  
    
          Experiencer 
Trigger of syntactic structure 
                    be + Adjectival Phrase 
                      V + AP 




 b. get + oneself + Adjectival Phrase 
     unmarried women were deliberately getting themselves pregnant (reflexive as an NP) 
 
       Get yourself dry and go and find yourself some pyjamas   (reflexive as a part of the anaphor) 
c. get + Adjectival Phrase 
    I would make a really nice dinner, get ready and dress up.  (Extension, Grooming) 
 
    We got wet but it did not matter.       (Absence of self-control) 
 
    Her mother had got older, fatter and sadder.      (Experiencer) 
 
    It was four o’clock and already getting dark.             (Spontaneous usage) 
The important thing is that this derivation (or extension) is caused by means of ‘be + 
Adjective Phrase’ construction as a structural trigger and the attenuation of the subject’s 
force affecting itself. We can find the following sentences whose meanings are the 
same:  
(62)! a. She got herself ready and went out. 
b. She got ready and went out. 
We claim that the derivation or extension occurs as follows: First, after a cognitive 
structure whose meaning is grooming or body care occurs in get + oneself + Adjective 
Phrase like (62a), (62b) is derived by means of structural trigger (V(be) + Adjective 
Phrase). The reflexive pronoun in (62a) doesn’t have syntactic status like an ordinary 
noun, and hence is syntactically lost in (62b), which has the same meaning as the 
sentence with a reflexive pronoun (62a). Second the subject’s force affecting itself is 
attenuated in (63a) in which the subject’s self-control is weakened and hence it got wet 
not intentionally. Third, the subject doesn’t have any force at all but accepts internal or 
mental experience or change submissively like in (63b). Finally, an inanimate subject 
occurs in this construction, in which the subject, which is inanimate, doesn’t have any 
 
 
force affecting itself like in (63c). Thus, the sentence (63c) only means the change of 
the subject’s state: 
(63)! a. We got wet but it did not matter. 
 b. Her mother had got older, fatter and sadder. 
 c. It was four o’clock and already getting dark. 
 
3.2.4.  NP + get + oneself + V-en 
Now we consider ‘get + oneself +V-en’ construction. The category V-en includes past 
participles of the verbs and ones used as adjectives. First let us consider the following 
sentences: 
(64)! a. And Ollie managed to get himself sacked from the place. (BNC EDJ) 
b. ‘Don’t go and get yourself raped,’ Bedelia cautioned. (BNC ACK) 
(64a) means that Ollie succeeded in persuading himself to be sacked from the place, 
while (64b) means that Bedelia cautioned you had better tell yourself not to go and get 
raped. In both cases, reflexive pronouns treated as a normal object which is affected by 
the subject’s force. Therefore, we propose that cognitive structure of (64) is (65): 




         Olliet/(You)      himself/yourself       sacked / raped 
The subject is shown by the circle in the left, and the reflexive pronoun such as himself 
and yourself is shown by the circle in the middle. In this case these are the same status 
as a normal noun phrase. The double solid arrow indicates the subject affects himself or 
yourself and the dotted curved line indicates both circles are identical. The wavy arrow 
and the square represents the change in the state of the participant affected by the 
trajector and the state after the change. 
Now let us consider the following sentences: 
(66)! a. And I got myself all dressed up for you… (BNC ARK) 
b. Melanie Griffin, who is back with hubby Don Johnson after an Australian  
  reunion, is getting herself cleaned up. (BNC OZN) 
(66a) means that the speaker got dressed up for the hearer, and (66b) has the meaning 
that Melanie Griffin is cleaning herself up. The meanings of both sentences are related 
to grooming. That is, the speaker put on his/her wear for the hearer and affects a part of 
his/her body. Therefore, cognitive structure of (66) is (67) which is the same cognitive 
structure as the Cognitive Structure I of reflexive middle construction: 




      myself    I               dressed up for you 
     herself   Melanie Griffin     cleaned up       
In (67), a reflexive pronoun is shown by a small circle and isn’t treated as a normal 
noun unlike in (65). It represents a part of the subject and the double solid arrow 
indicates that the subject’s force affects its body to make change of its whole body or a 
part of its body. 
Next let us consider the following sentences: 
 
(68)! a. Marie told him about Mr Bishop being drunk and getting himself  
 
	 
  drowned…     (BNC ABC) 
b. I nearly got myself stuck with a beard.  (BNC FS5) 
c. We don’t get ourselves bogged down as we have done before... (BNC JS8) 
(68a) means that Mr Bishop was drunk and as a result he got drowned. In this case the 
subject doesn’t get drowned intentionally, which means that he can’t control himself. 
(68b) describes that the subject’s beard stuck the subject. In this case the subject doesn’t 
have any intention of sticking himself with a beard, which indicates that the subject 
NP’s force is attenuated and its self-control is weakening. In (68c) the subject doesn’t 
become stuck in mud. The phrase in question, get ourselves bogged down, means that 
the subject becomes stuck in mud not intentionally but by accident. This indicates that 
the subject doesn’t control himself. Therefore cognitive structure of (68) is (69) which is 




           himself     Mr Bishop        drowned 
           myself        I             stuck with a beard 
           ourselves     we            bogged down 
In (69), the double dotted arrow indicates the subject’s force affecting a small circle (a 
reflexive pronoun) is attenuated and therefore the subject’s self-control is weakening. 
The wavy arrow and the square represent the change of the subject’s body by the 
subject’s attenuated force and its changed state. 
Now let us consider the following sentences: 
(70)! a. You could get yourself hurt doing that.   (BNC CFJ) 
b. Beasley, no doubt, took in a Planning Board meeting, went out after, and  
  got himself toasted.                    (BNC USB) 
c. He went on to say the children got themselves drunk and had even  
  memorised the codes to Neverland’s fairground rides, using them without  
  permission.                            (BNC NB1) 
(70a) means that the subject could get hurt if she or he does that. In this case the subject 
doesn’t have any self-control and only accepts mentally receptive process or internal 
experience submissively. (70b) denotes that Beasley joined the meeting, and after that 
he went out and became drunk. This sentence also indicates that the subject doesn’t 
have any self-control and accepts his internal experience (being drunk) submissively. 
(70c) means that the children got drunk, which also indicates that the subject NP’s force 
is eliminated and the children became experiencers. Therefore cognitive structure of 





          yourself      you            hurt 
          himself      Beasley         toasted 
          themselves   the children      drunk 
The dotted arrow indicates the subject’s receptive process or experience, while the small 
circle shows us the subject physical or mental inner part. 




(72)! a. Natural selection is all about the differential success of rival DNA in  
   getting itself transmitted vertically in the species archives.   (BNC H7X) 
b. Intel has been trying to get itself known better recently with television and 
magazine advertising to offset the rising power of several competitors.  
                                                (BNC AKD) 
c. …do you think that the Tory Party is actually going to manage to get itself  
  unified again?       (BNC BBC) 
(72a) means that natural selection is concerning different success of rival DNA when it 
get transmitted vertically in the species archives. In this case the subject, that is, it (rival 
DNA) is inanimate and thus doesn’t have any force affecting itself and there is no 
relationship between a part and the whole with respect to DNA. (72b) denotes that Intel 
has been trying to get to be known better recently with television and magazine 
advertising. In this case, the subject Intel is inanimate and thus doesn’t have any force 
as well. (72c) asks the hearer whether the Tory Party is going to manage to get unified 
again. In this case the subject in question, the Tory Party, is inanimate and thus doesn’t 
get unified in its opinion. Therefore cognitive structure of (72) is (73) which is the same 




          itself       rival DNA       transmitted 
          itself         Intel         known 
          itself      the Tory Party    reunified 
In (72) each subject doesn’t affect itself and thus reflexive pronouns don’t have any 
meaning. Thus these subjects don’t have any force or any self-control. Therefore in (73) 
there is no circle indicating the reflexive pronoun as well as no arrow indicating subject 
NP’s force. 
The sentences from (64), (66), (68), (70) and (72) suggest that there is a relationship 
with respect to extension (or derivation) among cognitive structures in ‘get + oneself + 
V-en’ construction and that attenuation of the subject NP’s force results in this extension. 
We propose that this construction is derived (or extended) by means of the attenuation 
of subject NP’s force as follows: 
(74)! a.     Attenuation of the subject NP’s 
force affecting itself 
            Ollie managed to get himself sacked… 
           b. 
 
      I got myself all dressed up for you. 
 c.         
      …about Mr Bishop being drunk and 




      You could get yourself hurt doing… 
 e. 
 




First, a reflexive pronoun in (74a) is treated as an ordinary noun and the subject’s force 
affects the reflexive pronoun. After that the reflexive pronoun in (74b) isn’t considered 
as an ordinary noun any more. Thus the subject’s force is attenuated and affects its body 
part, which is shown as a double solid arrow in the circle. Third, the subject’s force is 
attenuated more and doesn’t have self-control. Thus the subject in (74c) isn’t getting 
drowned intentionally, which is shown as a double dotted arrow. Fourth, the subject’s 
force is eliminated in (74d). Thus the subject doesn’t have any self-control but accepts 
mental or internal experience submissively, which is indicated as a single dotted arrow. 
Finally, an inanimate subject occurs like in (74e), which doesn’t have any force 
affecting itself, and (74e) only indicates subject’s change but doesn’t have any arrow 
which indicates the subject’s force. 
 
3.2.5.  NP + get + V-en 
In this section, we consider ‘NP + get + V-en’ construction. As is mentioned above, this 
construction can be divided into two sub-constructions, get-inchoative and get-passive: 
(75)! a. He got lost. 
 b. He got dressed. 
(76)! a. He got killed.  
 b. He got arrested. 
Sentences in (75) are examples of get-inchoative construction. This construction occurs 
with past participle of a verb and has the meaning of becoming the state the past 
participle describes. (75a) means that he reached the state that he is losing his way, 
while (75b) means that he comes to the state that he wears his clothes.  On the other 
hand, sentences in (76) are examples of get-passive construction. This construction also 
occurs with past participle of a verb, but implies a causative meaning. The verbs which 
occur in (75) are intransitive verbs and transitive verbs, while ones which occur in (76) 
are generally transitive verbs. We claim that these constructions have a kind of 
derivation by means of attenuation of the subject’s force. 
 
3.2.5.1.  Get-Inchoative Construction 
In this section, we discuss get-inchoative construction and let us consider the following 
sentences: 
(77)! a. We had to get dressed and go home. (CWB SUN) 
 b. Let’s have a look at your face. Come and get washed. (BNC KB8) 
 c. Well, I’ve got ta get shaved and ba you know those dark blue trousers? 
   (BNC KDN) 
 d. Marie gets changed behind the wardrobe door, and anyway, I always shut  
  my eyes when I know Marie’s getting undressed.  (BNC A74) 
(77a) means that we had to dressed ourselves and go home, which means that the 
subject NP’s force affects itself and puts on clothes. (77b) describes that the speaker 
ordered the hearer to look at his/her face and wash himself/herself (or his face/her face). 
He or she has to keep up appearances by washing his face/her face. (77c) means that the 
speaker has to shave himself, which indicates the subject affects a part of his body. 
(77d) means that Marie changed her clothes behind the wardrobe door. This indicates 
that Marie’s force affects herself and change her clothes. Therefore cognitive structure 









                    we/ (you)        dressed / washed 
            I / Marie        shaved / changed         
The subjects in (77) have force affecting their part such as our body in (77a), your face 
in (77b), my face in (77c) and Marie’s body in (77d), which are indicated as a small 
circle with the big circle. The double solid arrow means that the subject NP’s force 
affects the small circle which indicates the subject’s body part.  
Now let us consider sentences as follows: 
(79)! a. . … You must be terribly careful that you do not get pricked by a needle.  
 (BNC ALI) 
b. I get stuck in a crowd of people coming out the tube and I have to stand on  
  tiptoe so I can keep my eye on her. (BNC A74) 
c. I had a flimsy recollection of being afraid of getting drowned. (BNC B3J) 
d. …we had a sand-storm and torrential rain and everyone got soaked through  
  – that’s when 100 runners dropped out with kidney infections. (CWB SUN) 
(79a) means that the hearer must be careful so as not to prick himself/herself with a 
needle. In this case, the subject doesn’t prick himself/herself intentionally, but rather 
accidentally. Thus, the subject’s force is attenuated and the subject’s self-control is 
weakening. (79b) describes that when a crowd of people come out the tube the speaker 
becomes stuck. In this case, the subject doesn’t become stuck on his/her own. This 
indicates that the subject’s force is attenuated and thus the subject’s self-control is 
weakening as well. (79c) means that the speaker vaguely remembers being afraid of 
getting drowned. In this case, he/she doesn’t become drowned intentionally either, 
which indicates that the subject’s force affecting itself is attenuated and its behavior is 
unintentional. (79d) says that the speaker had a sand-storm and torrential rain and 
everyone together with him/her became soaked. In this case people become soaked not 
on their own but rather because of the torrential rain. This also indicates that the 
subject’s force affecting itself is attenuated and its self-control is weakening. Therefore 
cognitive structure of (79) is (80) which is the same as the Cognitive Structure II of 
reflexive middle construction:  




        you /I           pricked / stuck 
        I / everyone     drowned / soaked 
The small circle in (80) indicates that a part of the subject’s body and the double dotted 
arrow show that the subject force affecting its body part is attenuated more than the 
once indicated as the double solid arrow in (78). Therefore, cognitive structure (80) 
indicates that the subjects get to the state not intentionally. The wavy arrow and the 
square represent the change of the subject’s body by the subject’s attenuated force and 
its changed state. 
Let us look at the following sentences: 
(81)! a. ‘You’ll get burned,’ he said. (BNC CDR) 
b. They would pretend to get pissed and start a fight. (BNC ALJ) 
c. The guy’s allowed to get drunk one night.  (CWB SUN) 
 
 
d. David says, ‘I always get excited by fresh talent and The Sun competition     
  produced some quality designs.’ (CWB NBA) 
(81a) means that the hearer will become burned. In this case the subject doesn’t have 
any force affecting itself or its part of the body. Rather the hearer will be an experiencer 
or a sentient who feels physical or mental change of state. This indicates that the subject 
only accepts mentally receptive process or internal experience submissively. (81b) 
means that they pretend to become drunk and start a fight. In this case the subject 
doesn’t have any force affecting itself or any self-control either. The subject is 
considered as an experiencer or a sentient and thus accepts mentally receptive process 
or internal experience submissively. (81c) means that people allow the guy to become 
drunk one night. This also indicates that the subject doesn’t have any force or any 
self-control, but accepts mentally receptive process or internal experience submissively. 
(81d) describes that David always becomes excited by fresh talent. In this case the 
subject NP’s force doesn’t affect himself at all, but rather he becomes an experiencer of 
‘excited’. Therefore cognitive structure of (81) is (82) which is the same as the 





                      you / they          burned / pissed 
                     The guy / David (I)    drunk / excited  
In (82) the subject’s force is eliminated and thus they don’t have any self-control. A 
dotted arrow indicates a process of accepting mentally receptive process or internal 
experience submissively.  
Finally let us the following sentences: 
(83)! a. He has been told he was sent a letter formally offering him a job. But he  
  never got it Simon said, ‘Apparently it got lost in the post.’ (CWB NB1) 
b. If an attractive chair gets damaged, don’t throw it out. (BNC CCX) 
c. So – the taxmen argued – in the new system, tax due on interest payments  
  in the gap from October 1985 to April 1986 would get stuck in the society’s  
  pocket. (BNC ABG) 
d. And all too often, American companies get bogged down somewhere  
  between invention and production. (BNC EAY) 
The sentence in question in (83a) means that the subject (a letter) is lost in the post. In 
this case, the subject it (a letter) is not animate and it doesn’t have any force. Therefore 
(83a) describes the changing of the subject’s (a letter’s) state on the whole. (83b) 
denotes that physical harm is inflicted on an attractive chair. In this case, the subject an 
attractive chair is inanimate and thus doesn’t have any force affecting itself, either. 
(83b) also shows us changing of the state of the attractive chair on the whole. (83c) says 
that tax due on interest payments would become stuck in the society’s pocket in the new 
system. In this case the subject tax due on interest payments is inanimate and thus 
doesn’t have any self-control. In addition (83c) shows us the whole change of the 
subject’s state, i.e., the change of tax due on interest payments. (83d) means that 
American companies become stuck somewhere between invention and production. This 
indicates that the subject American companies is inanimate and thus doesn’t have any 
force. (83d) shows us the changing of the states of American companies on the whole. 
 
 
Therefore, cognitive structure of (83) is (84) which is the same as the Cognitive 





          It (a letter) / an attractive chair    lost / damaged 
          tax due on interest payments       stuck 
          American companies             bogged down 
(84) doesn’t have any small circle or arrow inside the big circle, because the subjects in 
(83) are inanimate and the subject’s force doesn’t affect its part of body. This indicates 
that (84) doesn’t have intentional meaning but spontaneous meaning. 
As is indicated above, we propose that get-inchoative constructions are derived or 
extended by means of attenuation of the subject’s force affecting itself as follows: 
(85)!           Attenuation of the subject NP force 
 a.                 affecting itself 
   
       We had to get dressed and go home. 
        
 b. 
       …you do not get pricked by a needle. 
          
          
 c. 
       You’ll get burned. 
 
 d. 
       Apparently it got lost in the post. 
 
 
First, (85a) has the meaning of grooming or body care. Thus the subject’s force is 
attenuated and affects its body part, which is shown as a double solid arrow in the circle. 
This shows that the subject intentionally dresses itself. The small circle indicates the 
subject’s body part. Second, the subject’s force is attenuated more and doesn’t have 
self-control. Thus the subject in (85b) isn’t getting drowned intentionally, bur rather 
accidentally, which is shown as a double dotted arrow. Third, the subject’s force is 
eliminated in (85c). Thus the subject doesn’t have any self-control but accepts mental or 
internal experience submissively, which is indicated as a single dotted arrow. Finally, an 
inanimate subject occurs like in (85d), which doesn’t have any force affecting itself 
because of its inanimateness, and (85d) only indicates subject’s change but doesn’t have 
any arrow which indicates the subject’s force. 
 
3.2.5.2.  From Get-Inchoative Construction to Get-Passive Construction 
Before starting to discuss the derivation or extension from get-inchoative construction 
to get-passive construction, we mention be-passive construction. Nakamura (1999:42) 
suggests the following sentences of be + past participle and their cognitive structures: 
(86)! a. My wrist is all swollen. 
b. My arm was (so) burned. 
c. Chomsky was born in 1928. 


















                            (Nakamura 1999:42) 
Nakamura (1999) describes that (86a) is a sentence with past participle of an intransitive 
verb, which indicates the final state of changing, which is highlighted in the cognitive 
structure of (87a). He also describes that the subject in (86b) is changed by a certain 
kind of force, and that the state after it changed is highlighted in (87b) as well. The 
difference between (86a) and (86b) is that the former has a past participle of an 
intransitive verb, while the latter has a past participle of a transitive verb. With respect 
to (86c), there isn’t any force affecting the subject and it describes the change of the 
state only. In addition, (86c) doesn’t co-occur with by phrase indicating the agent or the 
causative person. Therefore, in the cognitive structure of (86c), that is, (87c), the 
participant before it isn’t affected and the one after it affected are highlighted. 
Nakamura pointed out that (86d) mainly describes the participant and can be occur with 
by-phrase (the agent) because of its prominent influence. He also points out that 
sentences in (86a), (86b), (86c) don’t have active-passive relationship, while (86d) has 
active-passive relationship, and that the amount of meaning a passive construction has is 
increasing. Therefore, in the cognitive structure (87d), the participant before it isn’t 
affected and the one after it is affected as well as the double solid arrow are highlighted. 
Nakamura (1999:50) specifies cognitive structures of an active construction and a 
passive construction as follows:  
(88)! a. active construction 
 
 
                  tr             lm 
             trajector     landmark 
 b. passive construction 
 
  
                                  tr 
 
He points out that the participant whose force affects other participant is a trajector in an 
active construction, and that the participant affected by the trajector is a landmark. On 
the other hand, the participant affected is a trajector in a passive construction. This 
  
indicates there is a shift of highlighting between the participants, i.e. between the 
subject in an active construction and the subject in a passive construction.  
Now we propose that get-passive construction is derived or extended as follow: 
(89)! a. 
 
     tr 




          tr 
                          Be-passive construction 
After deriving from the get-inchoative construction in which the subject NP’s force 
affects itself or its part of the body to the construction in which NP’s force is totally 
eliminated, get-passive construction is derived (extended) from the final construction of 
get-inchoative construction by the shift of highlighting which is triggered by be-passive 
construction. Therefore the amount of the meaning of the cognitive structure in 
get-passive construction increased. 
 
3.2.5.3.  Get-Passive Construction 
First let us consider the following sentences: 
(90)! a. Women’s hair got blown about. (BNC EDN) 
b. In other word, you don’t lose the information when power gets turned off.  
                    (BNC FBM) 
c. The funeral car got bogged down in a snow drift. (BNC CC8D) 
d. When we see her we are so afraid she might get run over or lost. (BNC AC7) 
(90a) means that women’s hair was moved by something like the wind. In this case the 
subject women’s hair is inanimate and doesn’t have any self-control and the 
unexpressed agent of the verb blow may have force affecting women’s hair, which 
causes the change of the state. (90b) describes that the hearer doesn’t lose the 
information even if power comes to be turned off. In this case something causes power 
to turn off and the trajector or the subject, power, is inanimate and doesn’t have 
self-control. (90c) says that the funeral car became stuck in a snow drift, which 
indicates that something such as a lot of snow causes the funeral car to become stuck. 
Since the trajector or the subject, the funeral car, is inanimate and thus doesn’t have 
self-control and thus (90c) specifies the spontaneous change of the state. (90d) means 
that we are afraid that she might get run over or killed. In this case the subject or the 
trajector, she, doesn’t have any self-control even if it is not inanimate, and is caused to 
run over or kill by something or someone which is not expressed. Therefore, cognitive 
structure of (90) is (91): 
(91)!   
 
    tr 
                   women’s hair/power   blown about / turned of 
  the funeral car / she     bogged down / run over or lost  
A dotted circle and a dotted arrow indicate that the agent of the verb isn’t verbalized 
though something the agent causes the subject (a solid circle) to change its state. 
Now let us consider the following sentences: 
  
(92)! a. Tell them you got shot up by enemy aircraft. (BNC HRA) 
b. I was going to wear myself out, then I really would faint and I’d get found  
   by some kind little old lady who’d call an ambulance and… (BNC ALH) 
c. There was no point in being a skin if you simply got nicked by the police  
   wherever you went.   (BNC A3C) 
d. The desert town of Perfection, Nevada – all tumbleweed and beat-up trucks  
   – gets attacked by giant earthworms.  (BNC ACP) 
(92a) orders the hearer to tell them that he or she got shot by enemy aircraft. In this case 
the trajector or the subject, you, doesn’t have any self-control and the agent enemy 
aircraft causes him or her to be shot. (92b) describes that some kind little old lady 
would cause the speaker to be found because he or she really would faint away. The 
trajector of (92b), I, doesn’t have any self-control, either. (92c) says that there was no 
point in being a skin if the police causes the hearer to be arrested. In this case the 
subject or the trajector, you, doesn’t have any self-control. (92d) means that the desert 
town of Perfection, Nevada came to be attacked by giant earthworms. Therefore 
cognitive structure of (92) is (93): 
(93)!  
 
      tr 
              enemy aircraft          you              shot 
            some kind old lady          I              found 
              the police              you             nicked 
             giant earthworms      the desert town      attacked 
The left circle and double solid arrow indicate that sentences in (92) contain by phrase 
which represents the agent causing the change of the trajector’s or the subject’s state.  
The middle circle on which the agent affects is the subject in (92) and doesn’t have any 
self-control. Thus (93) shows us the change of the subject’s state on the whole caused 
by the agent. 
We propose that get-passive construction has two kinds of cognitive structures which 
have a derivative (or an extensional) relationship between them: 
(94)! a.        
Women’s hair got blown about. 
   tr 
b. 
      Tell them you got shot up by  
    enemy aircraft. 
   tr 
 
 
3.3.  Extension (Derivation) from ‘get + oneself +V-en’ Construction  
                                              to ‘get + V-en’ Construction 
As is indicated above, ‘get + V-en’ constructions are derived from ‘get + oneself + V-en’ 
construction by means of attenuation of the subject’s influence. In addition, both 
constructions have derivative (extensional) relationship within the construction. 
Moreover ‘get + V-en’ construction is divided into two subcategories, get-inchoative 
construction and get-passive construction. The former construction also has derivational 
relationship according to the attenuation of the subject’s force, while the latter has two 
cognitive constructions; one with by phrase and one without by phrase. Now we propose 
these constructions are derived or extended as follows: 
  
(95)! a.  Get + oneself + V-en 
      Get + V-en 
 
               Get-Inchoative   









         Trigger of syntactic structure 
                             be + V-en (be-inchoative) 
                      
  Shift of highlighting (Be-passive) 
  
    tr 
 
       Get-Passive 
 
       tr 
       
       tr 
b. get + oneself + V-en 
  And Ollie managed to get himself sacked from the place. 
 
  And I got myself all dressed up for you… 
 
  Marie told him about Mr Bishop being drunk and getting himself drowned 
 
  You could get yourself hurt doing that. 
 
  Intel has been trying to get itself known better recently with television… 
 
c.! get-inchoative 
  We had to get dressed and go home. 
 
 …you do not get pricked by a needle. 
 
  ‘You’ll get burned,’ he said. 
 
  Apparently it got lost in the post 
 
d.! get-passive 
 Women’s hair got blown about. 
 Tell them you got shot up by enemy aircraft. 
First, ‘Get + oneself + V-en’ construction has a cognitive structure in which a reflexive 
pronoun is treated as an ordinary pronoun. In this case, the subject’s force fully affects 
its reflexive pronoun. This structure is extended to a cognitive structure in which the 
subject NP’s force is attenuated and affects affects a part of its body. Second, the subject 
NP’s force is attenuated more to the stage where the subject loses self-control. After that, 
the subject’s force is eliminated and the subject becomes an experiencer. Finally, the 
subject doesn’t have any force affecting itself because inanimate nouns occur as the 
subject of this construction.  
 	 
Get-inchoative construction derives from ‘get + oneself + V-en’ construction in which 
the subject NP’s force affects a part of the subject’s body. We claim that this derivation 
is triggered by the syntactic structure, “be + V-en” construction or be-inchoative 
construction. In get-inchoative construction, the subject NP’s force is also attenuated to 
the stage where the subject loses self-control. After that it is eliminated and the subject 
becomes an experiencer. Finally, the subject doesn’t have any force affecting itself 
because inanimate nouns occur as the subject of this construction. 
This final cognitive structure is extended to get-passive construction triggered by 
be-passive construction, added optional information of the agent of the action. Since 
get-passive construction has causative meaning which suggests that the subject NP’s 
force doesn’t exist. We claim that this extension is carried out by means of the 
attenuation of the subject NP’s force affecting itself and a syntactic trigger within the 
framework of extension theory. The following chapter, we will investigate the 




































4.  Remarks from a Diachronic Point of View 
In this chapter, we will consider these constructions with the verb get shown above from 
a diachronic point of view and discuss the occurrence of them and the relationship 
between the occurrence of the constructions and the difference of the subject NP’s force 
affecting itself. In order to do so, we randomly extract 6041 sentences with the verb get 
out of 29104 examples recorded in the Oxford English Dictionary 2nd edition on 
CD-ROM Version 4.0. 
 
 
4.1.  ‘Get + oneself + Adjectival Phrase’ Construction 
 With respect to sentences with get, a reflexive pronoun and a syntactic category, we 
found 128 examples. There are only 3 examples with oneself and an Adjectival Phrase 
among them: 
(1)!a. 1709 Mrs. Manley Secret Mem. II. 234 Having permitted 'em time to get   
   themselves ready, he enter'd the Chamber. 
b. 1964 R. Braddon Year Angry Rabbit (1967) ii. 16 A fourth [daughter]‥had  
 cunningly got herself pregnant by the one pathologist in the team who was 
 too honourable to do a flit. 
c. 1978 N. Freeling Night Lords i. 9 She‥had managed to get herself 
 pregnant‥but there was no display of tiny garments. 
(1a) means that he entered the Chamber after he has permitted them time to get dressed. 
This indicates that the subject NP’s (their) force affects a part of their bodies by putting 
on their clothes. (1b) describes that a fourth daughter cunningly got pregnant by a 
pathologist in the team who was so good that he couldn’t do a flit. In this case the 
subject tries to get pregnant intentionally, but even if a girl wants to be pregnant, she 
can’t be successful on her own, which suggests that the subject NP’s force is attenuated 
and thus the subject’s self-control is weakening. (1c) means that she succeeded in 
getting pregnant. In this case the subject’s force is attenuated just the same as in (1b). 









             herself  daughter /she        pregnant 
In (2a) the double solid arrow indicates the subject’s force affecting its part of the body 
which is shown as the small circle, while the wavy arrow and the square indicates the 
change of the subject’s body and its changed state. The double dotted arrow in (2b) 
indicates that the subject’s force is attenuated and the subject’s behavior is unintentional. 
The wavy arrow and the square indicates the change of the subject’s body and its 
changed state as well. These sentences might suggest that a part of extensional order of 





4.2.  ‘Get + Adjectival Phrase’ Construction 
Let us consider the following sentences first:  
(3)!a. 1596 Shakes. Merch. V. i. i. 134 How to get cleere of all the debts I owe.     
b. 1602 ― Ham. iv. vi. 19 On the instant they got cleare of our Shippe.   
(3a) means the way to get away from the debts, and (3b) means that they got away from 
our ship. According to the Oxford English Dictionary, the adjective passes at length into 
an adverb in such phrases as to get or keep (oneself) clear, to steer clear, go clear, stand 
clear. Therefore we have to treat sentences in (3) carefully. 
Then let us consider sentences as follows: 
(4)!a. 1700 S. L. tr. Fryke's Voy. E. Ind. 179 He‥got past me before I could get   
   aware of him.    
b. 1710 Fanatick Feast 11 The Company having plentifully dipt their Bills, and  
    got pretty drunkish. 
c. 1776 Trial of Nundocomar 23/1 He was at first very ill, then got better. 
(4a) denotes that he got past me before I could notice him, which occurs in 1700, while 
(4b) describes that a group of people have a lot of drink and became very drunk, which 
occurs in 1710. In addition (4c) describes that he was very ill at first and then became 
better, which occurs in 1776. In (4a) the subject is animate but it is not certain whether 
the subject’s force affects itself or not. That is, if we become aware of something, we do 
do so not intentionally but accidentally. On the other hand, in (4b) and (4c) the subjects’ 
forces don’t affect themselves and the subjects don’t have any self-control either. 
Instead they become experiencers and accept mentally receptive process or internal 










               the company / he         drunkish / better 
In (5a) there is no small circle or no arrow in the circle because the subject doesn’t have 
any force affecting itself. It just represents the change of the subject’s state. On the other 
hand, in (5b) a small circle exists in the big circle and indicates the subject’s physical or 
mental inner part although the subject NP’s force is eliminated. The dotted arrow shows 
us a physically or mentally receptive process or experience. 
Let us consider the following sentences with get and an adjective (phrase): 
(6)!a. 1786 Washington Diaries 9 May (1925) III. 58 The ground, by the heavy 
  rains‥and baking Winds since, had got immensely hard. 
b. 1818 E. P. Fordham Pers. Narr. Trav. (1906) 167 The fire went out and it got  
  quite dark. I was in a bad fix, as they say in the back⁓woods. 
(6a) means that the ground had become immensely hard by the heavy rain and baking 
winds, which occurs in 1786, while (6b) describes that the fire went out and it became 
quite dark, which occurs in 1818. In (6a) and (6b) the subjects are inanimate and thus 






              the ground / it          hard / dark 
In (7) there is no small circle in the circle, which indicates that the subjects are 
inanimate and don’t have any force affecting themselves. Thus (7) specifies the final 
change of the subject’s state. 
Now we consider the following sentences: 
(8)!a.1848 Thackeray Van. Fair (1878) II. xvi. 173 The performers disappeared to  
  get ready for the second charade-tableau. 
b. 1981 G. McDonald Fletch & Widow Bradley xviii. 72, I got pregnant, when  
  you said I wouldn’t.‥ You tol' me a tootin' lie. 
c. 1975 M. Babson There must be Some Mistake xix. 161 My husband simply  
  disappears‥and I was foolish enough to get upset about it. Neurotic of me, 
  wasn’t it? 
(8a) means that the performers disappeared in order to dress themselves for the second 
charade-tableau, which occurs in 1848. (8b) describes that the speaker got pregnant 
when the hearer said she wouldn’t, which occurs in 1981, while (8c) denotes that the 
speaker was foolish enough to get upset about it when her husband simply disappears, 
which occurs in 1975. In (8a) the performers, the subject, is going to dress themselves. 
This indicates that the subject NP’s force fully affects itself or a part of its body and thus 
the subject has self-control. In (8b), the subject, I, becomes pregnant unintentionally, 
which indicates that the subject NP’s force is eliminated and that the speaker doesn’t 
have any self-control. With respect to (8c), the subject NP’s force is eliminated and 
accepts a internal or mental experience submissively. Therefore cognitive structures in 





             the performers         ready 









                   I              upset 
The cognitive structures of (9) suggest that the attenuation of the subject’s force 
affecting itself, is carried out diachronically (from (9a) to (9c) through (9b)). This 
accords with the derivation or extension we proposed, although there are many 
examples with the verb get and an adjectival phrase before sentences in (8) occur. 
 
 
4.3.  ‘Get + oneself + V-en’ Construction 
There are 65 examples with respect to ‘get + oneself + V-en’ construction in the Oxford 
English Dictionary. Let us consider the following sentences: 
  
(10)! a. 1710 Ruddiman Life of Douglas in Æneis 5 [On the death of the Bp. of
   Dunkeld, 15 January 1515] Andrew Stewart. Brother to the Earl of Athole, 
   had got himself postulated Bishop, by such of the Chapter as were present. 
 b. 1728 Kennett Register 323 At length the doctor gets himself re-possessed
   of his living. 
 c. 1778 Johnson in Boswell 12 May, My wife went to the Hummums (it is a
   place where people get themselves cupped.  
 d. 1779 R. Graves Columella I. 184 Poor Barty .. had applied, and got himself
   appointed a writer to the .. East India Company. 
This construction first occurs in 1710. (10a) occurring in 1710 means that Andrew 
Stewart postulated himself Bishop. (10b) occurring in 1728 denotes that the doctor 
becomes repossessed of his daily life activities. (10c) occurs in 1778 and means that the 
speaker’s wife went to the Hummums and it is the place where people go to drink 
deeply. (10d) which occurs in 1779 means that Barty came to be appointed a writer to 
the East India Company. In these sentences the reflexive pronouns are considered as 
ordinal objects, and thus the subject NP’s force affects its object (a reflexive pronoun) 





    Andrew Stuart          himself           postulated 
            the doctor              himself           re-possessed 
            people                themselves         cupped 
            Poor Barty            himself            appointed 
In (11) the circle on the left indicates the subject (or the agent) and the circle in the 
middle shows us reflexive pronouns. In each case they are treated as an ordinary noun 
and therefore (11) means that the subjects persuade themselves into making changes of 
their states as if they persuade others to do so. The double solid arrow indicates that the 
subjects affect themselves and the dotted line between the circles shows that they are 
identical. The wavy arrow and the square indicate the change of the landmarks’ (or the 
reflexive pronouns’) state and the final change of them. 
The following sentences occur in the first half of 19th century: 
(12)! a. 1807 Knickbie Wayside Cott. 177 (Jam.) If she could get herself but  
  carl'd3She wi' her din ne'er deav'd the warld. 
b. 1819 M. Wilmot Let. 8 Dec. (1935) 34 We have got ourselves settled a. 
   ain‥with fewer plagues than almost any family of strangers could boast.  
   This we owe‥to Willys smartness in his quiet way. 
 c. 1822 Galt Provost xiv, [He] had again got himself most sickerly installed in  
  the Guildry. 
d. 1839 Carlyle Chartism v. (1840) 44 It is the heyday of Imposture; of  
   Semblance recognising itself and getting itself recognised, for Substance.
(12a) occurs in 1807 and the phrase in if clause means that she becomes suitable with a 
male, while (12b) occurring in 1819 denotes that we have become calm. In each of these 
sentences the subject NP’s force is eliminated and the subject becomes an experience, 
who accepts mentally receptive process or internal experience submissively. (12c) 
which occurs in 1822 specifies that he smartly made himself comfortable in the Guidry 
  
again. In this sentence, it is not certain whether the subject installed himself 
intentionally or not. That is to say, the subject’s force is eliminated and the subject in 
question doesn’t have any self-control. On the other hand, (12d) occurs in 1839 and 
means that it is the wonderful time when the outward appearance recognizes itself and 
comes to be recognized. In this case the subject, semblance, is inanimate and thus 
doesn’t have any self-control. Therefore cognitive structures (12a, b) and (12c, d) are 








            himself  itself   he / Semblance     installed / recognized 
In (13a) the dotted arrows indicate the subject’s physically or mentally receptive process 
or experience and the small circle represents its inner part. In (13b) there isn’t any arrow 
in the circle because of the subject’s inanimateness, and reflexive pronouns are not 
explicitly expressed in cognitive structure, which means that the subjects don’t have any 
self-control. 
Now let us consider the following sentences occurring in the second half of 19th century: 
(14)! a. 1857 Dickens Dorrit i. xxii, In this yard a wash of sheets and tablecloths 
   tried‥to get itself dried on a line or two. 
 b. 1868 A. K. H. Boyd Less. Mid. Age 279 The music was  good, after the  
  choir got themselves settled to their work. 
 c. 1871 L. Stephen Playgr. Eur. (1894) iii. 84 By‥throwing all my weight on 
   to the rope, I gradually got myself paid slowly out.  
(14a) occurring in 1857 means that a load of sheets and table cloths tried to get dried on 
a line or two. In this case the subject a wash of sheets and tablecloths is inanimate and 
thus doesn’t have any self-control. (14b) means that the choir set about their work and 
then the music was good. In this case it is impossible to decide whether the subject got 
to work intentionally or not. Thus the subject doesn’t have any force affecting itself at 
all. (14c) means that the speaker caused himself or herself to be paid out by throwing all 
his/her weight on to the rope. In this case a reflexive pronoun is treated as an object 
noun and thus the subject’s force affects its reflexive pronoun. Therefore, cognitive 
structures of (14a, b) and (14c) are (15a) and (15b) respectively: 
(15)! a.  
 
 
            itself    a wash of sheets and tablecloth     dried 




                 I               myself            paid out 
Reflexive pronouns in (15a) aren’t expressed as small circles in cognitive structure 
because the subjects are don’t have any force affecting their part of the bodies at all. In 
addition, it doesn’t have any arrows in the circle. On the other hand, in (15b) a reflexive 
 ) 
pronoun is expressed as a circle in the middle, which means that the subject considers it 
as an ordinal noun. The double solid arrow indicates that the subject affects its reflexive 
pronoun, and the dotted line shows us the subject and the object are identical. The wavy 
arrow and the square indicate the change of the landmarks’ (or the reflexive pronouns’) 
state and the final change of them. 
The following sentences occurs after 1872: 
(16)! a. 1879 M. E. Braddon Clov. Foot xix, A good many years  ago‥I got myself 
  entrapped into a Scotch marriage. 
 b. 1889 Daily Tel. 19 Apr. 6/4 The principal street3emerged from the  
  *kidney-paved condition and got itself macadamised. 
c. 1904 . Lynde Grafters v. 58. He<<so far lost his temper as to get himself  
  called down by the judge. 
d. 1928 Evening News 18 Aug. 11/5 Jake’s sort o’ done me a good turn,  
  getting himself tipped off. 
(16a) occurring in 1879 means that the speaker was tricked and made to get married. In 
this case the subject NP’s force is attenuated. The subject’s self-control is weakening 
and thus the speaker didn’t get married intentionally. (16b) which occurs in 1889 
denotes that the principal street got repaired, and it indicates that the subject is 
inanimate and doesn’t have any self-control. In addition, the repair was made by some 
people. (16c) which occurs in 1904 means that he gets called down by the judge. In this 
case the subject he is animate but doesn’t have any self-control. In addition, by the 
judge shows that the agent the judge called the trajector down. (16d), occurring in 1928, 
means that Jake did something to me kindly and he made himself moved to one side. In 
this case the reflexive pronoun himself is treated as an ordinary object. Therefore, 
cognitive structures of (16) are (17) respectively: 




                              myself       I               entrapped 
b.  
 
                         
 
                itself   the principal street       macademised 
c. 
 
                                 
 




                         Jake             himself           tipped off 
In (17a) the double dotted arrow indicates that the subject’s force is attenuated and the 
subject doesn’t have any self-control. (17b) and (17c) have causative meaning and thus 
have almost the same cognitive structure as the be-passive construction has. In these 
cases, reflexive pronouns don’t appear as small circles or the circles in the middle. 
 ) 
Instead, the circles in the middle in (17b) and (17c) indicate the subjects in (16b) and 
(16c) respectively. The dotted circle and the double dotted arrow suggest that this 
change was made by someone. In (17d) the reflexive pronoun is indicated as an 
ordinary noun which is the circle in the middle. The dotted line shows that the two 
circles are identical. 
 
 
4.4.  Get-Inchoative Construction 
The get-inchoative construction first occurs in 1652. Let us consider the following 
sentences: 
(18)! a. 1652 Gaule Magastrom. 361 A certain Spanish pretending      
    Alchymist3got acquainted with foure rich Spanish merchants.    
 b. 1697 Vanbrugh Relapse ii. Wks. (Rtldg.) 309/2, I3huddle on my clothes  
   and get dressed by one.   
c. 1727 A. Hamilton New Acc. E. Ind. I. xv. 173 To procure Wine and  
   carouze with him, which they did, and he got beastly drunk. 
d. 1744 Ibid. 159. The Thesaurer cannot get disposed of the doits belonging to 
   the Chapel. 
(18a) occurring in 1652 means that a Spanish pretending alchemist became acquainted 
with four merchants. In this sentence, it isn’t certain whether an alchemist became 
intentionally acquainted or not. (18b) which occurs in 1697 denotes that the speaker 
dressed himself/herself by one o’clock. This indicates that the subject NP’s force fully 
affects its part of the body and put on his/her clothes. (18c) occurring in 1727 means 
that he procured wine, drank freely and became drunk. In this case the subject NP’s 
force is eliminated and becomes an experiencer accepting mentally receptive process or 
internal experience submissively. (18d) describes that the treasurer cannot get disposed 
of the doits (a small amount of money) belonging to the Chapel. This sentence doesn’t 
have any information about whether the subject intentionally does something or not, and 
thus it specifies the final state of the change. Therefore cognitive structures of (18) are 
(19) respectively: 
















           The thesaurer         disposed 
 ) 
(19a) and (19d) don’t have a small circle in the circle because the subjects don’t have 
any force affecting themselves or their part of the body. It just shows us the change of 
the subject’s state. The double solid arrow in (19b) indicates that the subject has force 
affecting its part of the body. The small circle, the wavy arrow and the square represent 
that the subject’s part of the body changes to the state the square indicates. The dotted 
arrow in (19c) shows us that the subject’s force is eliminated and the subject accepts the 
physically or mentally receptive process or experience submissively. There is any arrow 
or small circle in (19d) because of the subject’s inanimateness. 
Now let us consider other sentences as follows: 
(20)! a. 1761 Sterne Tr. Shandy III. iii, Souls3by long friction and incumbition,  
  have the happiness3to get all be-virtu'd. 
b. 1767 Sterne Tr. Shandy IX. xiii, A man cannot dress, but his ideas get  
  cloth'd at the same time: and if he dresses like a gentleman, every one of  
  them stands presented to his imagination, genteelized along with him. 
c. 1771 E. Griffith tr. Viaud’s Shipwreck 52 There never was so small a  
  number of persons got together oppressed with so many misfortunes. 
d.1772 Cook Bvoy. (1790) I. 288. To run amock is to get drunk with 
  opium<<to sally forth from the house, kill the person or persons supposed  
  to have injured the Amock, and.. 
The sentences in (20) occur in the second half of 18th century. (20a) occurring in 1761 
means that people have the happiness to become be-virtued. In this case the subject’s 
force is eliminated and the subject doesn’t have any self-control. Thus the subject 
accepts mentally receptive process or internal experience submissively. (20b) which 
occurs in 1767 describes that a man can’t dress without his ideas putting clothes on 
themselves. In this case the subject, his ideas, is inanimate and thus doesn’t affect itself. 
(20c) occurring in 1771 denotes that a few people become oppressed with many 
misfortunes. In this sentence the subject NP’s force is eliminated as well, and thus 
persons, the subject, become experiencers who accept mentally receptive process or 
internal experience submissively. (20d) which occurs in 1772 means that running amock 
is to get drunk with opium. In this case the subject, which is omitted, doesn’t have any 
force or any self-control but accepts mentally receptive process or internal experience 
submissively. Therefore cognitive structures of (20a, c, d) and (20b) are (21a) and (21b) 
respectively: 
(21)! a.  
 
 
                     souls             ve-virtu’d 
            a small number of persons    oppressed 





                    his ideas           cloth’d 
The dotted arrow in (21a) indicates that the subject’s force is eliminated and that the 
subject accepts physical or mental process or experience submissively. The small circle 
indicates the subject’s inner part. On the other hand, there is no small circle in (21b) 
 ) 
because the subject doesn’t have any force affecting itself. (21b) indicates the change of 
the subject’s state on the whole. 
Let us consider the following sentences which occur in the first half of 19th century: 
(22)! a. 1803 T. Jefferson Writ. (1830) III. 501 We shall get entangled in European  
  politics, and figuring more, be much less happy. 
b. 1832 Carlyle in Fraser's Mag. V. 258 Her siren finery has got all  
  besmutched. 
c. 1834 Crockett Narr. Life iv. 28 While I was out it clouded up, and I began  
  to get scared. 
(22a) occurring in 1803 means that we shall become involved in European politics. In 
this sentence, it isn’t certain whether the subject we come to be involved in European 
politics or not. That is to say, the subject’s force is eliminated and the subject doesn’t 
affect itself at all. (22b) occurs in 1832, describes that her clothes have got dirty. In this 
case the subject is inanimate and thus doesn’t affect itself. (22c) which occurs in 1834 
denotes that the speaker began to become scared. In this case the subject NP’s force is 
eliminated. Thus the subject doesn’t have any self-control and accepts mentally 
receptive process or internal experience submissively. Therefore cognitive structures of 









                       I                 scared 
There is no small circle in (23a) because the subjects don’t have any force affecting 
themselves, and thus (23a) indicates the change of the subject on the whole. The dotted 
arrow in (23b) indicates that the subject’s force is eliminated and the subject doesn’t 
have any self-control. Thus the subject accepts physically or mentally receptive process 
or experience.  
The following sentences occur in the second half of the 19th century: 
(24)! a. 1853 in Amer. Speech (1954) XXIX. 7 When I get shaved and get a ‘boiled  
    shirt’ on, which I have not had on since I left home, for we don't boil our  
    shirts here, for we think cold water quite enough in a country where there  
    is no female society. 
b. 1886 Rea Beckside Boggle 290 Her hands get cut with sharp stones and  
  bracken pens. 
The phrase in question in (24a), which occurs in 1853, means that the subject shaved 
himself, which indicates that the subject NP’s (or the speaker’s) force affects a part of 
its (his) body. (24b) occurring in 1886 describes that her hands come to be cut with 
sharp stones and bracken pens. In this case the subject her hands doesn’t have 
self-control and doesn’t cause this state intentionally, either. That is, (24b) specifies the 
change of the subject’s state. Therefore cognitive structures of (24a) and (24b) are (25a) 












                 her hands          cut 
The double solid arrow in (25a) indicates the subject’s force affecting a part of its body 
which is shown as a small circle. The small circle, the wavy arrow and the square 
represents the change of the subject’s part of the body. The circle in (25b) doesn’t 
contain any arrow or any small circle, which indicates that the subject doesn’t have any 
force affecting itself. 
 
 
4.5.  Get-Passive Construction 
The get-passive construction begins to occur in the 19th century. Let us first consider the 
following sentences: 
(26)! a. 1806 in Spirit Pub. Jrnls. IX. 379 He3stands a chance of getting nicked,  
    because he was found in bad company. 
 b. 1826 Disraeli Viv. Grey ii. I, His Lordship was voted a bore, and got  
  shelved. 
 c. 1829 Yankee Apr. 120/3 Cap ‘n Jessamine had got kicked out o’ bed by his  
   wife. 
 d. 1836-48 B. D. Walsh Aristoph., Knights i. iii, I<<got kicked out o’ bed by 
  his wife. 
e. 1840 Dickens Old C. Shop Iiii. (1848) 240 The sexton’s  spade gets worn 
  and battered. 
(26a) which occurs in 1806 means that he stands a chance of getting arrested because he 
was found among bad associates, which indicates that there is possibility that the police 
will arrest him although an agent who arrested him isn’t clearly expressed. (26b) 
occurring in 1826 describes that his lordship was considered as a bore and was 
dismissed. In this case the subject his lordship doesn’t have self-control and it is implied 
that some people dismiss him. (26c) which occurs in 1829 describes that Captain 
Jassamine had got kicked out of the bed by his wife. (26d) occurring in 1836 means that 
the speaker got kicked out of the bed by another man’s wife. In both sentences the 
trajctors don’t have any self-control and agents of kicking Jassamine/the speaker out are 
expressed with by. (26e) which occurs in 1840 denotes that the sexton’s spade becomes 
worn, which indicates that the trajctor the sexton’s spade comes to be destroyed by 
friction or use by the sexton, the agent, of which isn’t clearly expressed. In this case the 
subject or the trajector spade is in animate and doesn’t have any self-control. Therefore 










                      tr 
         (the police) / Some people    I / His Lordship       nicked / shelved 
           (the sexton)               spade             worn 
b. 
 
                     tr 
   his wife / his wife     Cap’n Jessamine/I      kicked / kicked 
The dotted circle and arrow in (27a) indicates that the agents of actions are not 
expressed in the sentences. The subjects which are landmarks in their active sentences 
are treated as trajectors and don’t affect themselves at all. Thus (27a) represents the 
change of the subject’s state on the whole. On the other hand, the left-hand solid circle 
and the arrow in (27b) indicate that the agents of actions which are expressed with the 
preposition by. The subjects which are landmarks in their active sentences are treated as 
trajectors and don’t affect themselves at all. 
Finally let us consider the following sentences: 
(28)! a. 1845 E. J. Wakefield Adv. in N.Z. I. xi. 339 Idle, drunken, vagabond‥he 
   wanders about without any fixed object, cannot get employed by the whaler   
   or any one else, as it is out of his power to do a day’s work; and he is 
   universally known as the ‘beach-comber’ 
 b. 1858 Sat. Rev. VI. 113/1 How are we to tell that a comet3may not get  
  eddyed (so to speak) by some great planet? 
c. 1863 Kingsley Water-bab. 8 Monsters who were in the habit of eating  
  children.   Mod. He went to Africa, and got eaten by a lion. 
d. 1889 Portland (Oregon) Mercury 29 June 1/7 It does not take an  
  unsophisticated countryman to get swindled by the ‘con man’. 
(28a) which occurs in 1845 means that he walked around and couldn’t get employed by 
anyone including the whaler. In this case the subject (or the trajector) does not come to 
be employed by the whaler. (28b) occurring in 1858 describes that a comet may not 
come to be moved in a circular way by some great planet. The subject or the trajector 
comet is inanimate and thus the subject NP’s force affecting itself is eliminated as well. 
By some great planet indicates the agent planet causes a comet to come to be moved. 
(28c) which occurs in 1863 means that he went to Africa and got eaten by a lion. In this 
case the agent lion eats the trajector he, and subject NP’s force affecting itself doesn’t 
exist. (28d) occurring in 1889 means that it is not only an unsophisticated countryman 
who gets deceived by a ‘con man’. In this case the subject or the trajector doesn’t have 
any self-control, and the agent the ‘con man’ causes the subject to be swindled. 
Therefore cognitive structure of (28) is (29): 
(29)!   
     
 
    the whale / some great planet      he / a comet         employed / eddyed 
         a lion /the ‘con man’   he / an unsophisticated      eaten / swindled 
                                   countryman    
 ) 
The solid circle and the double solid arrow in (29) indicate that agents of actions are 
expressed with the preposition by. The subjects which are landmarks in their active 
sentences are treated as trajectors and don’t affect themselves at all. 
 
 
4.6.  Occurrence of the Constructions on the basis of the Extension 
Now we will consider the occurrence of the five constructions on the basis of the 
proposed extension by means of the attenuation of the subject’s force affecting itself. 
First let us present the occurrence of ‘get + oneself + Adjectival Phrase’ and ‘get + 
Adjectival Phrase’ constructions: 
(30)! a. 1709 Mrs. Manley Secret Mem. II. 234 Having permitted ’em time to get   
   themselves ready, he enter'd the Chamber. 
 b. 1964 R. Braddon Year Angry Rabbit (1967) ii. 16 A fourth [daughter]‥had  
   cunningly got herself pregnant by the one pathologist in the team who was 
   too honourable to do a flit. 
 c. 1710 Fanatick Feast 11 The Company having plentifully dipt their Bills, 
   and got pretty drunkish. 
 d. 1776 Trial of Nundocomar 23/1 He was at first very ill, then got better. 
(31)! a. ‘get + oneself + AP’ 
   Cognitive Structure    Year sentences occurred  
 
      1709 (get themselves ready)  
 
 
      1964 (get herself pregnant) 
 
 b. ‘get + AP’ 
   Cognitive Structure    Year sentences occurred  
 




      1776 (got better) 
 
(31) indicates that the examples extracted from the OED follow the order on the 
proposed analysis. However, let us consider the following sentences: 
(32)! a.1700 S. L. tr. Fryke's Voy. E. Ind. 179 He‥got past me before I could get   
   aware of him.   
 b. 1596 Shakes. Merch. V. i. i. 134 How to get cleere of all the debts I owe. 
 c. 1602 ― Ham. iv. vi. 19 On the instant they got cleare of our Shippe. 
 d. 1627 E. F. Hist. Edw. II, (1680) 47 The King doubles his pace homewards; 
 instead of Triumph, glad he had got loose from so imminent a danger‥This 
 blank return filled the Kingdom with a fretting murmur. 
Sentences in (32) occurs before 1710, and it seems that they don’t follow our proposal. 
(32a) means that the speaker could become conscious of him. (32b) which occurs in 
1596 means the way to clear all the debts, while (32c) occurring in 1602 denotes that 
 )) 
they (pirates) went away from the ship. (32d) which occurs in 1627 means that the king 
got away from a danger. We should note that the adjectives above are used with the verb 
be: 
(33)! a. 1489 Caxton Faytes of A. ii. iii. 94 Whan the dwellers there were aware of  
  hit. 
b. 1535 Coverdale 1 Chron. xxii. 21 Arnan loked, and was aware of Dauid. 
c. 1568 Grafton Chron. II. 389 Fearyng insurrection of the Commons, which 
were not all clere of their Melancholy. 
d. 1586 Warner Alb. Eng. iii. xviii, Sterne Minos and grim Radymant discend 
their duskie roomes, The docke was also Cleare of Gosts, adiorn'd to 
after-doomes. 
e. 1579 E. K. in Spenser's Sheph. Cal. Ded., What in most English wryters 
vseth to be loose,‥in this Authour is well grounded, finely framed, and 
strongly trussed vp together.   
(33a) means that the dwellers there knew about hit, while (33b) denotes that Arnan 
knew about Dauid. (33c) describes the fear of insurrection of the Commons who were 
not be free from their deep and long-lasting sadness, while (33d) means that the dock 
was free from ghosts. (33e) means that what used to be loose in most English writers or 
in this author is well grounded, finely framed and strongly trussed up together.  
(33a) and (33b), which occur in 1489 and in 1535 respectively, show that an adjectival 
phrase aware of is used with the verb be much earlier than with the verb get. (33c) and 
(33d), which occur in 1568 and in 1586 respectively, indicate that an adjectival phrase 
clear of (clere, cleare) is also used with the verb be earlier than withe the verb get. (33e) 
occurring in 1579 indicates that an adjective loose is also used with the verb be earlier 
than withe the verb get. The meanings in (32) only indicate the state of the change, 
while the meanings in (33) represent the state the adjectival phrases indicate. It seems to 
me that sentences in (33) are a basic construction from which sentences in (33) are 
derived or extended:  








In addition, the OED describes with respect to (32b) and (32c) that the adjective clear 
passes at length into an adverb in such phrases as to get or keep (oneself) clear. These 
structure may not be involved in reflexive middle construction because the subject 
doesn't affect itself at all. We suggest that get + an adjectival phrase might have at least 
two extensions (or derivations). In this thesis, we focus on the construction which is 
involved in the reflexive middle construction. 
Second, we will consider ‘get + oneself + V-en’ construction, get-inchoative 
construction and get-passive construction. From the data in the Oxford English 
Dictionary, we present the occurrence of them on the base of the proposed analysis: 
 ) 
(35)! a. 1710 Ruddiman Life of Douglas in Æneis 5 [On the death of the Bp. of
   Dunkeld, 15 January 1515] Andrew Stewart. Brother to the Earl of Athole, 
   had got himself postulated Bishop, by such of the Chapter as were present. 
 b. 1807 Knickbie Wayside Cott. 177 (Jam.) If she could get herself but 
   carl’d3She wi' her din ne'er deav'd the warld. 
 c. 1822 Galt Provost xiv, [He] had again got himself most sickerly installed in 
   the Guildry. 
 d. 1697 Vanbrugh Relapse ii. Wks. (Rtldg.) 309/2, I3huddle on my clothes 
   and get dressed by one. 
 e. 1727 A. Hamilton New Acc. E. Ind. I. xv. 173 To procure Wine and 
   carouze with him, which they did, and he got beastly drunk. 
 f. 1744 Ibid. 159. The Thesaurer cannot get disposed of the doits belonging to 
   the Chapel. 
 g. 1806 in Spirit Pub. Jrnls. IX. 379 He3stands a chance of getting nicked, 
   because he was found in bad company. 
h. 1829 Yankee Apr. 120/3 Cap ‘n Jessamine had got kicked out o’ bed by his 
   wife. 
(36)! Cognitive Structure    Year sentences occurred 
       ‘get + oneself + V-en’ 
 
            1710  
              (got himself postulated) 
 
 
      1807 (get herself ..carl’d) 
 
      1822 




      1697 (get dressed) 
 
 
      1727 (get …drunk)  
 
 




      1806 (get nicked) 
 
 
      1829 (get kicked) 
 
 ) 
These indicate that each construction follows the order of the proposed derivation 
(extension). Note that the following sentence occurs before 1697: 
(39)! 1652 Gaule Magastrom. 361 A certain Spanish pretending      
   Alchymist3got acquainted with foure rich Spanish merchants.   
It seems to me that the phrase get acquainted with in (39) is a kind of set phrase. 
According to the Oxford English Dictionary, acquainted first occurred in 1314, whose 
meaning is ‘personally known’ or ‘familiar’, and is used with the verb be: 
(40)! a. 1314 Guy Warw. 57 To an ermite he is y-go That he was ere aqueynted to. 
 b. 1494 Fabyan v. cxxxiii. 117 An holy man, named Felix, ye which he was  
   firste acqueynted with in Fraunce. 
 c. 1565 Jewel Repl. M. Harding (1611) 377 These authorities‥be also plaine  
   and euident, and well acquainted and knowen vnto the World. 
In addition, we find the following sentence with a comment of use: 
(41)! a. 1599 B. Jonson Cynthia's Rev. ii. iv, Who when they haue got acquainted  
   with a strange word, neuer rest till they haue wroong it in.     
b. …Often taking the place of be as a passive –forming auxiliary where a  
  continuous state is not intended to be expressed. 
From these suggestions, it follows that get-inchoative sentences occurring before 1700 
are likely to occur accidentally. With respect to get-passive, it begins to occur after 1800. 




4.7.  Time Lag 
In previous sections, we have shown examples from the Oxford English Dictionary and 
the years when they occurred. We have also claimed that the data of each construction 
are compatible with the proposed analysis of extension. We will compare the year of the 
occurrence of all the constructions analyzed here to confirm our analysis. 
 
4.7.1.  Time Lag between ‘get + oneself + Adjectival Phrase’  
                                             and ‘get + Adjectival Phrase’ 
Before discussing time lag, we should consider ‘be + Adjectival Phrase’ sentences from 
the Oxford English Dictionary: 
(42)! a. 1340 Cursor M. (Trin.) 3109 Þe folke was gode, þe world was clene. 
 b. 1400 Gamelyn 783 He him beheet That he wolde be redy whan the justice 
   seet.   
 c. 1440 Morte Arth. (Roxb.) 74 Wemen are frele. 
 d. 1459 Merlin xx. 329 His horse‥ran so swyfte that [?through] the felde that 
   was full of smale caliouns that the fire sparkeled thikke. 
 e. 1463 in Bury Wills 37 If‥brykke be not sufficient to endure, lete it be maad 
   with calyoun and moorter. 
 f. 1485 Caxton Paris & Vienne 40 Eche departed fro other for tadresse suche 
   thynges as to them shold be necessarye. 
(43)! a. 1523 Ld. Berners Froissart I. xxxviii. 52 The cyty was strong, and well 
   furnysshed of men a warr. 
 b. 1534 Ld. Berners Gold. Bk. of M. Aurel. (1546) d. iij, If he be temperate 
   and moderate, all wil absteyne. 
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 c. 1534 Tindale John xiii. 11 Ye are not all clene. 
 d. 1536 Ld. Berners Golden Boke of Marcus Aurel. (1546) J v. b, Flesshe 
   oughte not to be so leane, that it abhorre, nor so fatte that it cloie the 
   stomacke. 
 e. 1579 Lyly Euphues (1636) D viij, Neither haue I bin curious to inquire of  
    his Progenitors. 
 f. 1611 Bible Ps. cviii. 30 Then are they glad because they be quiet. 
 g. 1652 Needham Selden's Mare Cl. 171 Whose name is very frequent in the  
   mouths of men. 
 h. 1830 Tennyson Mariana, I am aweary, aweary, I would that I were dead. 
(42a) occurs in 1340, and means that the world was clean, and (42b) occurring in 1400 
means that he promises that he would be ready. (42c) which occurs in 1440 means that 
women are free, while (42d) occurring in 1459 describes that his horse ran so fast 
through the field that was full of small stones. (42e) which occurs in 1463, and the 
phrase in question means brick is not sufficient to endure. (42f) occurring in 1485 and 
the phrase in question denotes that such things should be necessary. Sentences in (42) 
occur in the 15th century. Moreover, sentences in (43) occur in 16th and 17th century. 
(43a) which occurs in 1523 means that the city was strong. (43b) which occurs in 1534 
means that all will abstain if he is temperate and moderate, while (43c) occurring in 
1543 as well means that you aren’t clean. (43d) which occurs in 1536 denotes that Flesh 
ought to be so lean, and (43e) occurring in 1579 means that I have been curious. (43f) 
which occurs in 1611 means that they are glad because they are quiet, while (43g) 
occurring in 1653 describes that whose name is very frequent. (43h) which occurs 
in1830 means that I am tired as if I were dead.  
Sentences in (42), sentences in (43) and all the examples with get and an adjectival 
phrase we extracted from Oxford English Dictionary give us the following table: 















This table indicates that ‘be + Adjectival Phrase’ construction starts to occur in the 14th 
century and the earliest among the three constructions. After that ‘get + Adjectival 
Phrase’ construction begins to occur. As is stated above, sentences occurring in 1596 
and 1602 contain a kind of set phrase. This indicates that ‘get + Adjectival Phrase’ 
construction begins to occur in 1710. On the other hand, ‘get + oneself + Adjectival 
  
Phrase’ construction began to occur in 1709. This leads to the conclusion that the data 
from diachronic point of view isn’t compatible with the proposed analysis.  
 
4.7.2.  Time Lag between ‘get + oneself + V-en’ and ‘get + V-en’  
Visser (1963-73:2087) points out that the following sentences are statal passives or 
be-inchoative: 
(45)! a.  893 Ælfred Oros. 12, 12, seo Asia on ælca healfe heo is befangen.    
 b. 1200 Orom 1017, An waȝherifft Wass spredd... Biforenn an allter þatt was 
 Innresst i þeȝȝre minnstre. 
 c. 1200 Trin. Coll. Hom. 175 He is fleonde alse shadewe. 
 d. 1250 Gen. & Ex. 3396 Ȝet sal ðe kinde of amalech Ben al fled dun in 
   deades wrech. 
(45a) which occurs in 893 means that the Asia on each half, he has seized, while (45b) 
occurring in 1200 indicates that a curtain has spread or is spreading. (45c) which occurs 
in 1200 means that he has disappeared, while (45d) occurring in 1250 has the phrase in 
question which means Amalek Ben has run away. 
We can find another be-inchoative sentences in the Oxford English Dictionarym which 
occurred in 14th century: 
(46)! a.  1300 Cursor M. 12075 (Cott.) And son þe spirit þat was fledd Again come 
in þat ilk stede. 
 b.  1314 Guy Warw. 57 To an ermite he is y-go That he was ere aqueynted 
   to.    
 c. 1320 Sir Tristr. 2223 Tristrem was fled oway. 
 d. 1325 Coer de L. 2301 The emperour was fled away. 
 e. 1366 Chaucer A.B.C. 152, I am wounded‥Þat j am lost almost.  
 f. 1397 Chaucer Lack Stedf. 7 Al is loste for lac of stedfastnesse.        
(46a) occurs in 1300 and the phrase in question means that the spirit has disappeared. 
(46b) which occurs in 1314 means that he was acquainted. (46c) which occurs in 1320 
means that Tristrem has run away, while (46d) occurring in 1325 describes that the 
emperor has run away. (46e) which occurs in 1366 describes that I am almost lost, while 
(46f) occurring in 1397 means that Al is lost for lack of steadfastness. 
(47)! a. 1412–20 Lydg. Chron. Troy i. v, Where thrugh thin honor worship & thin  
   hele Was lost. 
 b. 1420 Anturs of Arth. xxxvi, Whene the ryalle renke was gone to his ryste. 
 c. 1450 Q. Margaret in Four C. Eng. Lett. 8 And how ye thinke to be    
   disposed‥ye will acertein us by the bearer.    
 d. 1470 Henry Wallace i. 39 It was lost with tresoune and falsnes. 
 e. 1474 Caxton Chesse iv. ii. R iij b, Yf he be taken or deed or ellys Inclusid 
   and shette up‥al is finysshed and lost. 
 f.1489 Caxton Faytes of A. i. xxvii. 82 Sharp yrons were dressed to the 
   foresyde of the same engyn.   
Sentences in (47) occurs in 15th century. (47a) occurs in 1412-20 and the phrase in 
question means that thin honor worship and thin welfare was lost. (47b) occurs in 1420 
and the phrase in question means that the royal reign was gone. (47c) which occurs in 
1450 includes the phrase in question which means that you think you are disposed, 
while (47d) occurring in 1470 describes that it was lost with betrayal and falsehood. 
  
(47e) occurring in 1474 includes the phrase in question which means that all are 
finished and lost, while (47f) occurring in 1489 means that sharp irons were dressed to 
the front of the same engine. 
(48)! a. 1500 Lancelot 1083 To-giddir thar assemblit al the ost: At whois meting 
   many o knycht was lost. 
 b. 1513 Fabyan Chron. vii. (1811) 288 Ye Emperoure was fled, leuynge his 
   baner of the splayed egle behynde hym. 
 c. 1515 Cocke Lorell's B. (Percy Soc.) 2 As sone as the hemme is tore The 
   sho is lost for euer more. 
 d. 1535 Coverdale 2 Sam. xvi. 1 Dauid was gone a lytle by from the toppe 
   of the mount. 
 e. 1540 tr. Pol. Verg. Eng. Hist. (Camden No. 29) 38 After being reserved ix. 
   monthes for that cause, and her surmise founde false, she was burned. 
 f. 1546 in Brand Hist. Newcastle (1789) I. 258 The dede of the foundacion 
   was lost or imbecilled away long syns. 
Sentences in (48) occur in the first half of the 16th century. (48a) occurs in 1500 and the 
phrase in question means that many of knights were lost, while (48b) occurring in 1513 
describes that your emperor has passed away. (48c) which occurs in 1515 means that as 
soon as the edge is torn the shoe is lost forever, while (48d) occurring in 1525 means 
that David was gone a little. (48e) occurs in 1540 and the phrase in question means that 
she was burned. (48f) occurs in 1546 and the phrase in question describes that the deed 
of the foundation was lost.  
(49)! a.   1562 Turner Baths 6 b, If any entring into the bath‥thynke‥that he is 
   burned. 
 b. 1563–87 Foxe A. & M. (1596) 257/1 Seeke the grote that is lost, of the 
   unitie, I meane of faith. 
 c. 1574 tr. Marlorat's Apocalips 2 They‥yell oute as if they were burned with 
   a searingyron. 
 d. 1577 Holinshed Chron. I. 130/1 In Ethelberts time the citie of Canturburie 
   was burned by casuall fire.   
 e. 1586 D. Rowland Lazarillo ii. (1672) R 5, Canil was dressed like a Roarer. 
 f. 1590 Shakes. Com. Err. iii. ii. 15 Be secret false: what need she be   
   acquainted? 
Sentences in (49) occur in the second half of the 16th century. (49a) occurs in 1562 and 
the phrase in question means that he is burned, while (49b) occurs in 1563 and the 
phrase in question describes that the groat (coin) is lost. (49c) which occurs in 1574 
means that they yell out as if they were burned, while (49d) occurring in 1577 means 
that the city of Canturbury was burned by casual fire. (47e) which occurs in 1586 means 
that Canil was dressed lika a Roarer, whicl (47f) occurring in 1590 asks what she needs 
to be acquinated. 
Now let us conside the following be-passive sentences: 
(50)! a.  1325 E.E. Allit. P. A. 571 Mony ben calle[d].  
b. 1356 Wyclif Last Age 28 Euery lettre in þe abece may be souned wiþ opyn 
mouþ save .m. lettre one. 
c. 1380 Wyclif Of Confessions Wks. 1880, 331 If his ablete shulde be 
proued‥before he were accepted. 
  
d. 1393 Gower Conf. ii. 1603 (I. 213) Which so ferforth was abandouned To      
Cristis feith. 
e. 1400 Apol. for Lollards 56 He þat lettiþ not silk ȝeuing, wen he is holden a 
may, is strenid by þe same gilt. 
f. 1410 Love Bonavent. Mirr. x. 24 (Gibbs MS.), We shulden not by styred to  
  impacyence. 
(51)! a. 1506 W. de Worde Ordinary of Crysten Men iv. xxix. [328] We be now  
  acyted for to appere unto suche and soo meruayllous Iugement.     
b. 1523 Ld. Berners Froissart I. cliii. 182 [He] was made cardynall‥by 
authoritie of a bull fro the pope, the which hadde nat be acustomed ther 
before. 
c. 1570 Billingsley Euclid i. def. 29 In comparison of any two sides of a 
triangle, the third is called a base.     
d. 1574 R. Scot Hop Gard. 49 Laye downe Basketfull by Basketfull till the ..
(52)! a. 1606 G. W[oodcocke] Justine 31 b, Pausanias, being attached for treason,  
  fled. 
b. 1637 Decr. Star Chamb. on Printing 11 July §2 That no person3print or  
  cause to bee printed. 
c. 1674 Brevint Saul at Endor 140 Vows3were never heard to have bin made  
  to any Saint, but to God alone. 
d. 1683 Col. Rec. Pennsylvania I. 57 Bee it enacted by the Authority aforesaid  
  that ye days of ye week3shall be called as in Scripture. 
e. 1874 Helps Soc. Press. iii. 57 The political aspect of the subject has not  
  been approached. 
The be-passive sentence occurs in 825, which is the earliest recorded example, but after 
that we can’t find any be-passive sentence until 1325 according to the OED. Sentences 
in (50) occur in the 14th and 15th centuries. (50a) which occurs in 1325 means that many 
people are called, while (50b) occurring in 1356 describes that every letters in the ABC 
may be sounded with open mouse except a letter M. (50c) occurs in 1380, and the 
phrase in question means that his ability should be proved before he was accepted, 
while (50d) which occurs in 1393 describes which was abandoned to Christ faith so far. 
(50e) occurs in 1400 and the phrase in question means that he is held and is produced by 
the same money. (50f) occurs in 1410, with the meaning that we shouldn’t be moved to 
impatience. Sentences in (51) occur in the 16th century. (51a) which occurs in 1506 
means that we are ordered to appear until so marvelous judgment, while (51b) occurring 
in1523 describes that he was made cardinal by the authority of a bull from the pope. 
(51c) which occurs in 1570 means that the third side is called a base in comparison of 
any two sides of a triangle, while (51d) occurring in 1574 tells us to lay down basketful 
by basketfull till the bed is all covered. Sentences in (52) occurs after 1600. (52a) which 
occurs in 1606 means that Pausanias who is accused for treason ran away, while (52b) 
occurring in 1637 describes that no people should cause a particular kind of item to be 
printed. (52c) occurs in 1674, and it means that promises were never heard to have been 
made to any Saint, while (52d) occurring in 1683 means that the days of your week 
shall be called as in Scripture. (52e), which occurs in 1874, means that the political 
aspect of the subject has not been dealt with. 
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As is indicated above, ‘get + oneself + V-en’ construction first occurs in 1710. With 
respect to ‘get + V-en’ construction, get-inchoative construction begins to occur in 1652, 
while get-passive construction begins to occur in 1806. In addition, be-passive 
construction started to occur in 1325. All the examples we extract from the Oxford 
English Dictionary give us the following table: 























Now we should consider the following get-inchoative sentence again: 
(54)! 1652 Gaule Magastrom. 361 A certain Spanish pretending Alchymist3got  
  acquainted with foure rich Spanish merchants.    
This sentence occurs long before ‘get + oneself + V-en’ construction occurs. It seems to 
me that the phrase in question, get acquainted with is a kind of set phrase. According to 
the Oxford English Dictionary, acquainted first occurred in 1314, whose meaning is 
‘personally known’ or ‘familiar’, and is used with the verb be: 
(55)! a. 1314 Guy Warw. 57 To an ermite he is y-go That he was ere aqueynted to. 
 b. 1494 Fabyan v. cxxxiii. 117 An holy man, named Felix, ye which he was  
   firste acqueynted with in Fraunce. 
 c. 1565 Jewel Repl. M. Harding (1611) 377 These authorities‥be also plaine  
   and euident, and well acquainted and knowen vnto the World. 
In addition, we find the following sentence with a comment of use: 
(56)! a.1599 B. Jonson Cynthia's Rev. ii. iv, Who when they haue got acquainted  
   with a strange word, neuer rest till they haue wroong it in.     
b. …Often taking the place of be as a passive –forming auxiliary where a  
  continuous state is not intended to be expressed. 
From these suggestions, it follows that get-inchoative sentences occurring before 1700 
are likely to occur accidentally. The table in (53) claims that ‘get + oneself + V-en’ 
 
 
construction begins to occur in the first half of the 18th century and get-inchoative 
construction begins to occur in the second half of the 18th century. In addition, 














































5.  Remarks from a Synchronic Point of View 
In this chapter, we will confirm our proposed analysis from the data extracted from 
Tomasello (1992) and CHILDES. Before starting our discussion, we will briefly review 
the data from Tomasello (1992) and CHILDES. 
 
 
5.1.  Tomasello (1992) 
Tomassello (1992) focuses on the child’s acquisition of verbs, and claims that children’s 
first verbs are key organizing elements in their early grammars. He kept a diary from 
the subject’s (his daughter’s stable words at around her first birthday until her second 
birthday. With respect to the verb get, Tomasello (1992:73) points out that the following 
sentences (or phrases) occur at around 16 months: 
(1)! a. “Phone get-it” (16.25) 
 b. “Coffee get-it” (17.07) 
 c. “Ball get-it” (17.07) 
 d. “Cookie get-it” (17.09)   
(1a) is the sentence the speaker said when she goes and picks it up, while (1b) occurred 
when the speaker points and requests coffee. (1c) occurred when the speaker requested 
her father to give her a ball, and (1d) occurred when she retrieves her dropped cookie. 
Tomasello (1992:763) describes that get-it tends to be used as one word, and that it 
means ‘to possess an object’. He points out that the verb get is used in some 
combinations at around 20 months as follows: 
(2)! get-out, get-off, get-down 
The following sentences are shown as examples which occurred between 19 months and 
29 days and 21 months and 7 days: 
(3)! a. Mommy get sauce. (19.29) 
b. Daddy get-it bottles. (19.30) 
c. Get-it on steps. (19.26) 
d. Get-it wagon porch. (20.09) 
e. Get grapes at Big-Star. (20.18) 
f. Get pillow on the floor. (23.00) 
g. Get raisins to me. (21.00)   
h. Get that paper for me. (21.07)   (Tomasello (1992:73-4)
(3a) occurs when an agent, Mommy, is getting sauce down from the shelf, and (3b) is 
commented when her father got the bottle. Tomasello (1992) describes that she began 
producing sentences without agents but with additional locative or benefactive 
information tagged onto the end of the sentence. (3c) occurs when she goes for her 
bottle on the steps, while (3d) occurs as a request to get the wagon on the port, which 
indicates that she goes on to specify both the thing to be retrieved and its location. (3e) 
is used as a request to get grapes at the store, and (3f) is used to ask for the pillow that is 
on the floor. (3g) and (3h) are also used as requests. They indicate that the speaker 
began specification of the person to receive or benefit from the object. Tomasello 
(1992:74) notes that the speaker doesn’t express both actor and locative-benefactive 
information in a single sentence until 23 months. The following sentences demonstrate 
another variation involving the form got: 
(4)! a. Got-it Weezer.  
 b. Got-it ball. (18.25) 
 ) 
 c. Ring got-it. (19.29) 
 d. Danny got me. (19.28) 
 e. Lady got umbrella. (20.19, 20.24) 
(5)! a. Got to hold it. (23.00) 
b. Maria got really mad. (23.00)  (Tomasello 1992:74) 
(4a) occurs after the speaker caught the car she had been chasing, and (4b) is said in an 
analogous situation. (4c) occurs at 19 months and 29 days after she picked a ring up.  
(4d) occurred after he(=Danny) retrieved her from the monkey bars, and it indicates that 
she was beginning to supply agents for her expression with get. (4e) is used when she 
simply sees the situation with no retrieval observed. Get is also used as an expression of 
obligation in (5a) and as a substitute for become in (5b). 
 
 
5.2.  Data from CHILDES 
In this section, we will present examples uttered by children from the U.S.A. and the 
U.K. collected in CHILDES (Child Language Data Exchange System). In American 
English, we randomly extract dialogues between interviewers and 328 children aged 
from 1 year and 4 months to 12 years. In British English, we also randomly extract 
dialogues between interviewers and 164 children from 1 year and 5 months to 7 years 
and 3 months. We investigated the occurrences of get and found out that the number of 
children who uttered the verb get in the dialogues is 100 in American English and the 
number of get is 914. In British English, the number of children who uttered the verb 
get is 74 and the number of get is 1561. 
 
5.2.1.  American English 
We found 914 utterances with get in American English data of CHILDES. The 
following list shows emergence of get by age in years and months: 
(6)! Emergence of get by age in years and months  
                                    (from 1 year and 5 months to 2 years) 
Age Name  Age Name  Age Name  
1.04 William 0 1.08 Jim 0 1.08 Tom 0 
1.06 Megan 0 1.08 Julia 0 1.08 Vicki 0 
1.06 William 0 1.08 Kathy 0 1.08 Wanda 0 
1.07 William 1 1.08 Keith 0 1.08 Will 1 
1.07 Scott 0 1.08 Kent 0 1.08 William 2 
1.08 Amy 0 1.08 Linda 0 1.08 Zeke 0 
1.08 Betty 0 1.08 Mandy 0 1.09 Jeff 0 
1.08 Chuck 0 1.08 Nan 0 1.09 William 0 
1.08 Dough 0 1.08 Olivia 0 1.10 Anne 0 
1.08 Ed 0 1.08 Paula 1 1.10 Gloria 0 
1.08 Frank 0 1.08 Pete 0 1.11 Nina 0 
1.08 Hank 0 1.08 Ruth 0 2.00 Nina 11 
1.08 Ivy 0 1.08 Steve 0 2.00 Wendy 1 
1.08 Jane 0 1.08 Sue 0    
Note that number in age in the table above means his or her age (years and months). We 
examined the data from 41 children aged between 1 year and 5 months and 2 years and 
found 17 utterances with get. The earliest one occurred at the age of 1 year and 7 
months. After the age of 2 years, we could find many more examples. The table (7) 
  
shows us the data that emerged from 53 children aged between 2 years and 1 month and 
3 years, and we found 431 utterances:  
(7)! Emergence of get by age in years and months  
                                  (from 2 years and 1 month to 3 years) 
Age Name  Age Name  Age Name  
2.01 Nina 32 2.04 Mandy 2 2.04 Tommy 0 
2.02 Nina 38 2.04 Mathew 0 2.04 Vicki 0 
2.03 Allen 0 2.04 Nan 0 2.04 Wanda 3 
2.03 Marjorie 1 2.04 Nicole 0 2.04 Will 2 
2.03 Nina 51 2.04 Nina 33 2.04 Wilst 0 
2.04 Aaron 0 2.04 Olivia 0 2.04 Zeke  1 
2.04 Adam 4 2.04 Paula 7 2.04 Zekest 0 
2.04 Amyst 0 2.04 Pete 0 2.05 Meledith 8 
2.04 Anthony 1 2.04 Peter 0 2.05 Nina 63 
2.04 Brooke 0 2.04 Rick 0 2.06 Alfred 8 
2.04 Chuck 0 2.04 Robert 6 2.06 Carol 10 
2.04 Danielle 0 2.04 Ruth 1 2.07 Doug 3 
2.04 David 0 2.04 Sarah 1 2.08 Frank 0 
2.04 Erica 0 2.04 Shawna 0 2.09 Nina 27 
2.04 Jarret 0 2.04 Stephen 0 2.10 Nina 36 
2.04 Jessica 0 2.04 Steve 0 2.11 Nina 46 
2.04 Katie 3 2.04 Sue 0 3.00 Nina 44 
2.04 Kevin 0 2.04 Tom 0    
With respect to children aged between 3 years and 1month and 4 years in (8), we 
examined 30 children and found 224 utterances with the verb get. Table (9) shows us 
that 6 children aged between 4 years and 1 month and 5 years utter 21 sentences, while 
table (10) shows us that 6 children aged between 5 years and 1month and 6 years utter 
32 sentences:  
(8)! Emergence of get by age in years and months  
                                 (from 3 years and 1 month to 4 years) 
Age Name  Age Name  Age Name  
3.01 Gina 1 3.04 Erica 4 3.05 Aaron 0 
3.01 Nina 31 3.04 Jarette 10 3.05 Benny 3 
3.02 Nina 65 3.04 Jeffery 0 3.05 Brooke 1 
3.02 Peter 1 3.04 Jessica 8 3.05 Rebecca 3 
3.03 Anthony 0 3.04 Mathew 0 3.05 Robert 1 
3.03 Nicolette 4 3.04 Melissa 23 3.06 Danielle 4 
3.03 Nina 23 3.04 Nicole 5 3.06 Jill 4 
3.03 Sarah 9 3.04 Stephen 8 3.07 Christopher 7 
3.04 Adam 0 3.04 Tommy 0 3.09 HDLLD 3 
3.04 Brian 2 3.04 Tristan 3 4.00 HSLLD 1 
(9)! Emergence of get by age in years and months 
                                  (from 4 years and 1 month to 5 years) 
Age Name  Age Name  Age Name  
4.01 HSLLD 1 4.06 Justin 5 4.09 Beth 1 






(10)! Emergence of get by age in years and months 
                                  (from 5 years and 1 month to 6 years) 
Age Name  Age Name  Age Name  
5.03 Mark 0 5.03 Jmarkey 1 5.09 John 14 
5.03 Louise 8 5.04 Aimee 4 5.10 David 5 
In table (11), we extracted 41 utterances from the data of 16 children aged between 6 
years 1 month and 8 years. Table (12) shows that we examined the data from 16 
children aged between 8 years and 10 years and extracted 90 utterances with the verb 
get: 
(11)! Emergence of get by age in years and months 
                                 (from 6 years and 1 month to 8 years) 
Age Name  Age Name  Age Name  
6.01 no name 0 7.01 no name 1 7.06 no name 0 
6.01 Susan 3 7.02 no name 6 7.07 no name 1 
6.01 Willie 6 7.03 no name 0 7.08 no name 0 
6.02 Sandra 4 7.03 Ross 0 7.09 no name 1 
6.02 Bill 17 7.04 no name 2    
6.11 no name 0 7.05 no name 0    
(12)! Emergence of get by age in years and months  
                                    (from 8 years and 1 month to 10 years) 
Age Name  Age Name  Age Name  
8.10 Emily 6 9.04 Astra 4 9.09 Brenda 3 
8.11 no name 2 9.05 no name 4 9.09 no name 7 
9.01 no name 7 9.06 no name 17 9.10 no name 5 
9.02 no name 0 9.08 no name 12 9.11 no name 3 
9.03 no name 4 9.08 Corner 4 10.0 no name 12 
9.04 no name 12       
(13)! Emergence of get by age in years and months  
                                            (from 10 years and 1 month to 12 years) 
Age Name  Age Name  Age Name  
10.01 Brad 16 10.03 Bob 1 10.10 no name 2 
10.01 Brian 4 10.03 no name 3 11.0 no name 2 
10.01 no name 3 10.05 Anna 2 11.01 no name 8 
10.02 Zane 2 10.06 no name 3 12.0 April 0 
Table (13) shows that we examined the data from 12 children aged between 10 years 
and 12 years and extracted 46 utterances with the verb get: 
 
5.2.2.  British English 
We found 1561 utterances with get in British English data of CHILDES. The following 
list shows emergence of get by age in months: 
(14)! Emergence of get by age in years and months  
                                  (from 1 year and 7 months to 2 years) 
Age Name  Age Name  Age Name  
1.05 Jane 0 1.08 Lucy 2 2.00 Anne 44 
1.05 Lucy 0 1.09 Lucy 0 2.00 Barry 6 
1.06 Jane 0 1.10 Anne 5 2.00 David 1 
1.06 Lucy 0 1.10 Jane 0 2.00 Eileen 0 
1.07 Barry 0 1.10 Lara 0 2.00 Faye 4 
1.07 Eileen 1 1.11 Anne 18 2.00 Jane 1 
1.07 Faye 0 1.11 Jane 0 2.00 Lucy 3 
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1.07 Jane 0 1.11 Lara 0    
1.07 Lucy 0 1.11 Lucy 1    
Table (14) shows us that we examined 25 children aged between 1 year and 5 months 
and 2 years, and extracted 86 utterances with get. We also examined 28 children aged 
between 2 years and 1 month and 3 years, and extracted 659 utterances in (15): 
(15)! Emergence of get by age in years and months 
                                    (from 2 years and 1 month to 3 years) 
Age Name  Age Name  Age Name  
2.01 Anne 63 2.06 Anne 27 2.10 Michelle 11 
2.01 Lucy 0 2.07 Anne 129 2.11 Jane 1 
2.02 Anne 66 2.07 Lucy 12 2.11 Rachel 0 
2.03 Anne 76 2.07 Michelle 9 2.11 Rhiannon 0 
2.03 Lucy 1 2.08 Anne 45 3.00 Daniel 15 
2.04 Anne 50 2.08 Lucy 5 3.00 Jane 1 
2.04 Barbara 3 2.09 Anne 52 3.00 Kelvin 19 
2.04 Lucy 15 2.10 Anne 0 3.00 Lucy 1 
2.05 Anne 48 2.10 Jane 0    
2.05 Lucy 10 2.10 Lara 0    
Table (16) shows us that we examined 17 children aged between 3 years and 1 month 
and 4 years and found 327 utterances with get, while table (17) also shows that we 
examined 9 children aged between 4 years and 1 month and 5 years and extracted 149 
utterances: 
(16)! Emergence of get by age in years and months 
                                    (from 3 years and 1 month to 4 years) 
Age Name  Age Name  Age Name  
3.01 Lara 100 3.06 Lucy 3 3.10 Stuart 56 
3.02 Rachel 3 3.07 Barbara 11 3.11 Barbara 6 
3.04 Jane 3 3.07 Johnny 16 3.11 David 30 
3.04 Lucy 2 3.08 David 3 4.00 Conor 16 
3.05 Barbara 8 3.08 Stuart 42 4.00 Johnny 0 
3.06 Johnny 17 3.09 Barbara 11    
(17)! Emergence of get by age in years and months  
                                    (from 4 years and 1 month to 5 years) 
Age Name  Age Name  Age Name  
4.04 Johnny 0 4.06 Conor 11 5.00 Michael 15 
4.04 Stuart 56 4.07 No name 14 5.00 Rachel 13 
4.05 Stuart 23 4.11 Scot 17 5.00 Thomas 0 
With respect to (18), we examined 4 children aged between 5 years and 1 month and 6 
years, and found 33 sentences with get. We also examined the data from 15 children 
aged between 7 years and 1 month and 8 years, and found 307 utterances with get: 
(18)! Emergence of get by age in years and months  
                                     (from 5 years and 1 month to 6 years)  
Age Name  Age Name  Age Name  
5.02 Carly 6 5.03 Gemma 8    






(19)! Emergence of get by age in years and months  
                                     (from 7 years and 1 month to 8 years) 
Age Name  Age Name  Age Name  
6.11 Keith 11 7.00 Claire 24 7.02 Christopher 11 
6.11 David 23 7.00 Stephen 30 7.02 Claire 12 
6.11 Jennifer 33 7.01 Carl 23 7.02 Daniel 22 
6.11 Lindsey 22 7.01 Rebecca 34 7.02 Jennifer 15 
6.11 Richard 18 7.02 Adele 13 7.03 Emma 16 
 
 
5.3.  Remarks on get in data from CHILDES and Tomasello (1992) 
Data from CHILDES and Tomasello (1992) indicate that get begins to emerge at around 
16 months, and that the number of the emergence of it increases after the age of three. 
Now we examine the time of the utterance in the early stage of language acquisition in 
order to confirm our proposal on the derivation of the constructions by means of 
attenuation of the subject’s force affecting itself.  
 
5.3.1.  NP + be + Adjectival Phrase and NP + get + Adjectival Phrase  
                                          in Tomasello (1992) and CHILDES 
Our proposed analysis claims that ‘NP + get + Adjective Phrase’ construction is 
extended, triggered by ‘NP + be + Adjective Phrase’ construction. In this section, we 
will consider whether there is a time lag in occurrence between these constructions and 
whether there is a derivative relationship between them in the occurrence date of 
CHILDES. 
First let us consider ‘NP + be + Adjectival Phrase’ construction. Tomasello (1992:365-6) 
provides us with the following sentences: 
(20)! a. It’s hard. (1.11) 
 b. It’s green. (1.11) 
 c. It’s yellow. (1.11) 
 d. It’s hot. (1.11) 
 e. Zelda’s sick. (2.01) 
Sentences from (20a) to (20d) are uttered when the subject is 1 year and 11 months old, 
and sentence (20e) is uttered when she is 2 years and 1 month old. This indicates that 
‘NP + get + Adjectival Phrase’ construction first occurred at 1 year and 11 months.  
Now let us consider sentences extracted from the data of American English in 
CHILDES:  
(21)! a. She [is] sleepy. (Anne 1.10) 
b. She’s happy. (Anne 1.10) 
c. I [am] comfy. (Anne 1.10) 
d. She [is] funny. (Anne 1.10) 
‘Be + Adjectival Phrase’ construction first occurs at 1 year and 10 months. (21a) and 
(21b) occur when Anne plays with a baby doll. (21c) and (21d) are uttered when she 
draws herself. After that children begin to utter more sentences of the same construction. 
Sentences in (22) are uttered when Nina puts animal dolls in the correct spot: 
(22)! a. duck is yellow. (Nina 1.11) 
b. that’s green (Nina 1.11) 
c. it’s yellow. (Nina 1.11) 
d. It’s hard. (Nina 1.11) 
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e. that’s white. (Nina 1.11) 
f. duck is red. (Nina 1.11) 
After the age of 2 years, many sentences with be and an adjective occur: 
(23)! a. that’s wet. (Nina 2.00) 
b. whistle’s hard. (Nina 2.00) 
c. man’s hot. (Nina 2.00) 
d. he’s brown. (Nina 2.00) 
(24)! a. that’s big. (Nina 2.01) 
b. that’s hot. (Nina 2.01) 
(25)! a. be quiet. (Nina 2.02) 
b. he’s funny. (Nina 2.02) 
c. he’s cute. (Nina 2.02) 
d. he’s silly. (Nina 2.02) 
e. he’s wet. (Nina 2.02) 
f. he’s heavy. (Nina 2.02) 
g. he’s dirty. (Nina 2.02) 
(26)! a. he’s too big. (Nina 2.03) 
b. got to be careful. (Nina 2.03) 
c. better be careful. (Nina 2.03) 
d. my Mommy be careful on my big train. (Nina 2.03) 
e. that’s so good. (Nina 2.03) 
f. dolly’s thirsty. (Nina 2.03) 
g. he’s mad. (Nina 2.03) 
Sentences in (23) are uttered at the age of 2 years, sentences in (24) at the age of 2 years 
and 1 month, sentences in (25) at the age of 2 years and 2 months, and sentences in (26) 
at the age of 2 years and 3 months. (23a) occurs when the duck stands on a stone after it 
swims. (23b) is uttered when Nina picks up the whistle, while (23c) occurs when she 
placed the man in a cup. (23d) is uttered when she was asked what color a bird is. (24a) 
occurs when Nina looks at Linda’s present, while (24b) occurs when Nina points out a 
girl standing in the sun. (25a) is uttered because the dolly is sleeping, and (25b) occurs 
when he (a dog) has a big nose. (25c), (25d), (25e) and (25f) are uttered when Nina 
looks at the dog, while (25g) occurs when she looks at the hippopotamus. (26a) is 
uttered when Nina looks at the elephant, while (26b) occurs when she uses a hammer. 
(26c) and (26d) are uttered when she is getting on the train. (26e) occurs when she takes 
the pretend spoon. (26f) is uttered when she is looking for dolly’s bottle, while (26g) 
occurs when she looks at the chicken. 
The following sentences are extracted from the data of British English in CHILDES: 
(27)! a. That’s alright. (Anne 1.10) 
 b. She’s all right. (Anne 1.10) 
 c. It’s all right, dolly. (Anne 1.10) 
 d. be quiet (Anne 1.11) 
 e. It’s hot (Anne 1.11) 
 f. It’s alright. (Anne 1.11) 
The construction in question begins to occur at the age of 1 year and 10 months. (27a) 
occurs when Anne’s mother asks if she can have some strawberries, while (27b) occurs 
when her mother asks if a baby is crying. (27c) is uttered when Anne plays with a 
monkey doll. (27d), (27e) and (27f) occur at the age of 1 year and 11 months. (27d) 
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occurs when teddy (a doll) is sleeping, while (27e) is uttered when she is asked about 
the drink. (27f) occurs when her mother says, ‘cook it up.’ 
After the age of 2 years, many sentences with be and an adjective occur in British 
English as well: 
(28)! a. that’s pink. (Anne 2.00) 
b. that’s very big. (Anne 2.00) 
c. it’s cold. (Anne 2.00) 
d. it’s hot. (Anne 2.00) 
(29)! a. it’s too hot. (Anne 2.01) 
b. it’s hot. (Anne 2.01) 
(30)! a. it’s red. (Anne 2.02) 
 b. it isn’t taller. (Anne 202) 
 c. that one’s hungry (Anne 2.02) 
(31)! a. he’s been sick. (Anne 2.03) 
b. that [*is] not right. (Anne 2.03) 
c. he’s cross. (Anne. 2.03) 
d. this one’s not happy. (Anne 2.03) 
e. she’s asleep. (Anne 2.03) 
(32)! a. it’s wet. (Anne 2.04) 
b. it’s too full. (Anne 2.04) 
c. these are beautiful. (Anne 2.04) 
d. are you alright? (Anne 2.04) 
e. it’s hard. (Anne 2.04) 
(33)! a. this one is funny. (Anne 2.05) 
b. it’s right on there. (Anne 2.05) 
c. I’m fine. (Anne 2.05) 
d. I’m fine here. (Anne 2.05) 
Sentences in (28) are uttered at the age of 2 years, sentences in (29) at the age of 2 years 
1 month, sentences in (30) at the age of 2 years and 2 months, sentences in (31) at the 
age of 2 years and 3 months, sentences in (32) at the age of 2 years and 4 months and 
sentences in (33) at the age of 2 years and 5 months. (28a) occurs when Anne plays with 
toys, while (28b) is uttered when she and her mother make a big castle. (28c) is uttered 
when her mother says, ‘it’s hot,’ and (28d) occurs when her mother says, ‘Don’t touch 
that, it’s hot.’ (29a) occurs after she says, ‘You (her mother) get in the bath,’ while (29b) 
is uttered when her mother put some dinner on the table. (30a) occurs when her mother 
asks what color panda’s car is while (30b) is uttered when her mother builds a great big 
yellow tower. (30c) is used when she turns the page of a book and looks at some animal. 
(31a) occurs when she looks at a teddy (doll), while (31b) is uttered when she looks at a 
birthday cake. (31c) is used when she is asked if he is playing or he is cross by her 
mother, and (31d) occurs when her mother says, ‘all the puppies are going home’ while 
(31e) is uttered when she plays with a doll. (32a) occurs when she refers to a bear on the 
steps, while (32b) is used after her mother asks her to put everything in the big box. 
(32c) is uttered when she saw marbles, and (32d) occurs when she talks to a pongo 
(chimpanzee). (31e) occurs when she looks at something. (33a) is uttered when she saw 
cheese, while (33b) occurs after an interviewer says, ‘I think the penguin should be on a 
white brick.’ (33c) is uttered after she says hello to Mr Penguin, while (33d) is used 
when her mother tells her to try to manage. 
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Let us consider ‘get + Adjectival Phrase’ construction now. First, Tomasello (1992) 
points out that the following sentence occurs in the language acquisition between birth 
and 2 years old: 
(34)!  It gets heavy. (1.11) 
(34) is uttered when she holds a pillow. Now we consider sentences from the data in 
CHILDES. First let us consider the get-inchoative construction. We could extract the 
following sentences from the data of American English in CHILDES: 
(35)! a. this get hot. (Nina 2.01) 
 b. they got dirty (Nina 2.01) 
 c. some my get wet (Nina 2.02) 
 d. some of my clothes get wet. (Nina 2.02) 
 e. he’s getting mad. (Nina 2.04) 
(36)! a. they don’t get sick. (Nina 2.05) 
 b. don’t get sick. (Nina 2.05) 
 c. her getting dry. (Nina 2.05) 
 d. yeh, gonna get wet. (Carol 2.06) 
 e. when I get a little older. (Alfred 2.06) 
(37)! a. get sad (Nina 2.09) 
 b. the witch is gonna get angry at her. (Nina 2.11) 
 c. her fingernails are not gonna get long. (Nina 2.11) 
 d. they got wet. (Nina 3.00) 
 e. it’s getting hard and hard. (Nina 3.00) 
 f. And then he got angry. (Nina 3.00) 
(38)! a. got angry. (Nina 3.02) 
 b. in the morning then you’ll get cold, won’t you? (Nina 3.02) 
 c. She will get mad then. (Nina 3.02) 
The sentences above indicate that ‘get + Adjectival Phrase’ construction begins to occur 
at the age of 1 year and 11 months, and after the age of 2 years, the number of 
utterances is increasing. (35a) and (35b) are uttered at the age of 2 years and 1 month. 
(35a) occurs after she points to the picture of a girl standing in the sun, while (35b) 
occurs when her mother says that the elephants were throwing hay on their backs. (35c) 
and (35d) are uttered after she falls in the water. (35e) occurs after she says the man is 
feeding the teddy bear. (36a) and (36b) mean that they shouldn’t get sick, and are 
uttered when Nina thinks the dogs are sick and they have vitamin C. (36c) occurs when 
her doll gets wet in the rain, while (36d) is uttered when it’s raining. (36f) is uttered 
when she is asked if she is going to ride to school in a school bus. (37a) occurs when 
her mother say she will be sad if she teases her. (37b) occurs when her mother asks he 
what is going to happen, while (37c) occurs when she is asked if Raggedy Ann needs 
her fingernails cut. (37d) is uttered when her mother asks her what happened to their 
(Anna and her mother’s) feet, while (37e) occurs when she heard that her mother’s toe 
is hurt. (37f) occurs when her mother asks what happened after the snowman woke her 
(Nina) up. (38a) occurs when Nina looks at bad animals. (38b) is uttered after she says 
she’s going to wear her undershirt, while (38c) occurs after she tells her mother not to 
put a hat on the paper doll’s face. 
Next let us consider sentences extracted from the data of British English in CHILDES:  
(39)! a. get dry. (Anne 2.01) 
 b. not got red (Anna 2.02)  
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 c. get dry. (Anne 2.02)  
 d. you got poorly. (Anne 2.04) !
 e. oh I’m getting cold. (Anne 2.04)  
(40)! a. getting warm. (Anne 2.05) 
 b. I’s gonna get better. (Anne 2.05) 
 c. when I get too bigger. (Lucy 2.07) 
(41)! a. It’s getting all wet, Caroline. (Anne 2.09) 
 b. it get all wet. (Anne 2.09) 
 c. let’s get horrible. (Anne 2.09) 
 d. we are getting wet. (Lara 3.01) 
 e. you getting mad. (Johnny 3.07) 
In British English, the construction in question begins to occur at the age of 2 years and 
1 month. (39a) occurs when Anne’s mother has bubbles in her eyes and she wipes her 
mother’s eye. (39b) occurs when she talks about panda’s shoes, while (39c) is uttered 
after she says it’s raining. (39d) is used when she asks if pongo’s(chimpanzee’s) puppies 
are alright, while (39e) is uttered as a sentence a pongo in the snow says. (40a) occurs 
after her mother says that she is very warm, while (40b) is uttered after her mother 
offers to get the magic cream out of the cupboard. (40c) is uttered when Lucy and her 
mother talk about money (British currency) or numbers. (41a) is uttered when talking 
about the kitchen, and (41b) occurs after Anne says that it’s raining. (41c) occurs when 
her mother says they will throw dirty plates in the box. (41d) is uttered when it’s raining, 
while (41e) occurs after Johnny thinks that the interviewer is getting angry with him. 
All the sentences we presented above give us the following table: 






















This table indicates that ‘be + Adjective Phrase’ construction begins to occur at the age 
of 1 year and 10 months whereas ‘get + Adjective Phrase’ construction begins to occur 
at the age of around 2 years. This encourages us claim that ‘be + Adjectival Phrase’ 
construction, which is claimed to be a trigger of the extension, occurs earlier than ‘get + 
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Adjectival Phrase’ construction. Therefore we claim that this makes our proposal 
plausible. 
 
5.3.2.  NP + be + V-en and NP + get + V-en in Tomasello (1992) and CHILDES 
Now we will consider the occurrence of ‘be + V-en’ construction and ‘get + V-en’ 
construction. As has been described before, we divide ‘get + V-en’ construction into the 
get-inchoative construction and the get-passive construction. First, we will focus on ‘be 
+ V-en’ construction and thus the following sentences extracted from the data of 
American English in CHILDES: 
(43)! a. they’s tired. (Nina 2.02) 
 b. that’s all gone. (Nina 2.02) 
 c. you know what these things are called? (Nina 2.03) 
 d. what are those called? (Nina 2.03) 
(44)! a. Gilly’s daddy was called XXX, right? (Nina 2.04) 
 b. be covered, Okay? (Nina 2.04) 
 c. I’m all covered too. (Nina 2.04) 
 d. It’s all finished. (Nina 2.04) 
(45)! a. he’s gone. (Nina 2.05) 
 b. he’s climbed up a rock. (Nina 2.05) 
 c. her was cried. (Nina 2.05) 
 d. little Miriam’s gone. (Nina 2.05) 
 e. they’re made out of plastic. (Nina 2.05) 
 f. my blanket’s made out of wool. (Nina 2.05) 
 g. that’s attached to the bed? (Nina 2.05) 
 h. that’s filled. (Nina 2.05) 
(46)! a. because he was scared. (Doug 2.07) 
 b. he was scared too. (Doug 2.07) 
 c. and this is done. (Jesicca 3.04) 
 d. those are crooked! (Justine 4.06) 
(43a) occurs after the speaker say that they are sleeping, while (43b) is uttered when the 
speaker holds a glass up to the dog’s mouth. (43c) is uttered when the speaker tells her 
mother to put something in a certain place and (43d) occurs when her mother asks what 
they are wearing on their heads. (44a) is uttered after the speaker’s family went on a trip 
to Los Angeles to visit Gilly’s family and (44b) is uttered after the speaker was given 
the monkeys from Jerry. (44c) occurs when the speaker and her mother cover their 
knees with clothes that the speaker has taken, while (44d) is uttered after the speaker 
wipes the doll’s chin with a napkin. (45a) occurs when her mother asks where she saw a 
baby penguin, and (45b) is uttered when her mother asks where the bear is. (45c) occurs 
when her mother asks what happened when she shampooed Miriam (Nina’s sister), 
while (45d) occurs when Nina’s friend Mirian joined her at the park. (45e) is used to 
explain the colored blocks of different shapes in the doll house and (45f) is uttered when 
she talks about her blankets. (45g) occurs when her mother talks about the mattress, 
while (45h) is uttered after she has taken the nipple off one of the baby bottles. (46a) 
occurs when his mother asks why Andy doesn’t want to get in it, while (46b) is uttered 
when his mother asks why Daniel doesn’t want to get in it. (46c) is uttered after the 
speaker says that the baby is going over to the mommy, while (46d) occurs when the 
speaker does a puzzle. These sentences indicate that ‘be + V-en’ construction begins to 
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occur at the age of 2 years and after that the number of this type of sentences increases. 
Now let us consider the following sentences extracted from the data of British English 
in CHILDES: 
(47)! a. he’s broken. (Barry 1.07) 
 b. is stuck. (Anna 1.11) 
 c. where’s Da bear gone? (Anna 1.11) 
 d. he’s too scared. (Lara 1.11)  
(48)! a. where’s Anne’s pens gone? (Anna 2.00) 
 b. that’s stuck. (Anna 2.00) 
 c. where’s brush gone? (Anna 2.00) 
 d. it’s gone. (Anna 2.00) 
 e. where’s it gone? (Anna 2.00) 
 f. it’s gone. (Anna 2.00) 
 g. Anne’s done it. (Anna 2.00) 
(49)!a. where’s it gone? (Anna 2.01) 
 b. that one’s broken. (Anna 2.01) 
 c. that one’s blurred. (Anna 2.01) 
(50)!a. they are gone (Anna 2.02) 
 b. where’s the other little piggy gone? (Anna 2.02) 
 c. kings are told (there’s a new king of Bethlehem). (Anna 2.03) 
 d. is it all gone? (Anna 2.03) 
 e. where’s it gone? (Anna 2.03) 
(47a) occurs when the speaker plays with busybody (a toy). (47b) occurs after the 
speaker says that a doll doesn’t like riding on the horse, while (47c) is uttered when the 
speaker plays with John’s train set. (47d) occurs when the speaker’s mother says that 
Floyd doesn’t come in. (48a) is uttered when Anne is looking for her pens, while (48b) 
occurs when she plays with her fire engine. (48c) is uttered when she is looking for a 
brush, and (48d) occurs when her mother asks her if she is hiding the chicken for her 
(mother) to look for. (48e) and (48f) occur when her mother asks if there is some for her 
(Ann’s mother). (48g) is uttered when her mother asks what happened. (49a) is uttered 
when her mother washes them. (49b) occurs when she plays with animal dolls, while 
(49c) is uttered when her mother asks what happened to it. (50a) occurs after she asks 
where they are, while (50b) is uttered when she asks her mother which piggy goes 
through the tunnel. (50c) occurs when her mother asks what happens over here. (50d) is 
uttered when her mother says she should have eaten it at dinner time, while (50e) occurs 
when her mother asks if she is going to look at the Christmas trees. 
(51)! a. he’s lost. (Anna 2.05) 
 b. I’m finished with my toys. (Anna 2.05) 
 c. is it all gone? (Anna 2.05) 
 d. it isn’t all gone. (Anna 2.05) 
 e. it’s done. (Anna 2.05) 
 f. it isn’t tidied up. (Anna 2.05) 
(52)! a. where’s baby gone? (Anna 2.06) 
 b. it’s all the bridge is broken. (Anna 2.06) 
 c. he’s hurt hisself. (Anna 2.06) 
 d. what was tied up? (Anna 2.06) 
(53)! a. it’s sorted out. (Anna 2.07) 
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 b. I’m tired. (Anna 2.07) 
 c. I’m stuck. (Anna 2.07) 
 d. it’s finished. (Anna 2.07) 
(54)! a. where’s that thing gone? (Anna 2.08) 
 b. my will be lost if I got to sleep.  (Lucy 2.08) 
 c. where’s the bag gone. (Anna 2.09) 
 d. my hedgehog isn’t chopped off. (Daniel 3.00) 
 e. the car’s mended now. (Lara 3.01) 
(51a) occurs when she asks where her baby is, while (51b) is uttered when she plays the 
game with her mother. (51c) occurs when her mother asks what she has got a drink of, 
while (51d) occurs when she asks her mother if she want some more. (51e) is uttered 
after she asks if they are coming, while (51f) occurs when her mother says they need to 
put something away for fear that it might muddled up with toys. (52a) occurs when her 
mother talks about father’s bed, mother’s bed and baby’s bed, while (52b) is uttered 
when her mother asks what’s happened to the bridge. (52c) is uttered after her mother 
says that the hippo has fallen out, while (52d) is uttered before her mother say it was 
tied up with the ribbon. (53a) is uttered when her mother says they can do cutting to 
make everywhere tidy, and (53b) occurs when her mother says she will have to sleep 
somewhere else. (53c) is uttered when her mother says the teddy Anna is looking for is 
on the floor, while (53d) occurs after her mother says they are going to pick Rachel up 
from school. (54a) occurs after her mother says that it crashed into the settee, while 
(54b) is uttered after Lucy says she puts her sweetie on the side. (54c) is uttered when 
Anna is looking for the bag and (54d) occurs when the interviewer asks if Patrickhas 
chopped his hedgehog’s (doll’s) head off. (54e) is uttered when her mother is playing 
Lara’s game. 
All the sentences with be and past participle indicate that ‘be + V-en’ construction 
begins to occur at the age of 1 year and 7 months. After that the number of this type of 
sentence increases. 
Next let us consider the following sentences with the verb get extracted from the data of 
American English in CHILDES: 
(55)!a. get hurt. (Nina 2.00) 
 b. it get twisted Mommy. (Nina 2.03) 
 c. I will get tired. (Nina 2.03) 
 d. I wanna play. I wanna get dressed. I not going a bed. (Nina 2.04) 
 e. cause I get scared. (Nina 2.05) 
 f. my horses gonna get stuck in here. (Nina 2.05) 
(56)! a. they got frozen (Nina 2.09) 
 b. we shouldn’t take my tiger mask to school otherwise my tiger mask will get  
   lost. (Nina 2.11) 
 c. did rob get tired on the hike? (Nina 2.11) 
(57)! a. gonna get burned. (Nina 3.01) 
 b. but they will get lost. (Nina 3.01) 
(58)! a. they got scared. (Nina 3.02) 
 b. get bumped. (Nicolette 3.03) 
 c. it’s time to get dressed, Elizabeth. (Nina 3.03) 
(59)! a. someone might get hit in the head. (John 5.09) 
 b. it’s pinkish because it got mixed in. (No Name 9.09) 
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(55a) occurs after Nina says that her monkey (doll) is lying down on the floor, while 
(55b) is uttered when Nina’s mother asks if she is pulling the train around. (55c) occurs 
when her mother asks her if she can pick up the piece of green barrel that went all the 
way to the other side of the room. (55d) is uttered after her mother asks her about the 
last night. (55e) occurs when Nina started crying when a fly was buzzing around in the 
car and her mother asks why, while (55f) is uttered when her mother says that they are 
going to have horses near their house. (56a) occurs when Nina’s mother asks her what 
happened to her feet. (56b) is uttered after she says she has to leave her tiger mask, 
while (56c) occurs after Rob went on the hike with Nina and her mother. (57a) is uttered 
when her mother asks what the bug is going to do in the hole, while (57b) occurs when 
her mother tells her about a loss when she brings them to school. (58a) occurs when her 
mother asks what happened to the kids, and (58b) is uttered after the interviewer asks 
what happens when he gets hurt. (58c) occurs when her mother says that they are going 
to Golden Gate Park. (59a) is uttered when John’s mother asks if he has learned how to 
kick a goal, while (59b) occurs when a child’s mother asks if he/she wants more milk or 
half milk half chocolate. 
Now let us consider the following sentences extracted from the data of British English 
in CHILDES: 
(60)! a. get washed. (Anne 2.01) 
 b. Mummy’s getting dressed. (Lucy 2.04) 
 c. they got washed. (Anne 2.04) 
 d. get tied up. (Anne 2.07) 
 e. Curly gets stuck. (Anne 2.08) 
 f. Wah he splashed into the water(.) that one get splashed into the water after  
   they’re (.) or if they’re bad! (Stuart 3.10) 
(61)! a. put them on here in case they get knocked down. (Stuart 3.10) 
 b. my dad had to use glue down it and my dad’ll have to clean it up before it  
   gets scraped. (David 3.11) 
 c. and do you get killed? (Conor 4.06) 
 d. last year they all got broken. (Keith 6.09) 
(60a) is uttered when Anne’s mother asks what happened to the spider, while (60b) 
occurs after the speaker says she hasn’t finished yet. (60c) occurs when her mother says 
they (her mother and father) will have a shower, while (60d) is uttered when her mother 
asks if she can have the tie in her hair. (60e) occurs when the speaker asks her mother to 
put her forward, while (60f) is uttered after they’re splashing round as the train splashed 
them in the water. (61a) occurs after Stuart says, ‘Puts all the animals (dolls) on 
something and then they will crash’, while (61b) is uttered under the situation that the 
speaker bangs something on floor. (61c) occurs after her mother asks if it’s means the 
speaker is a knight, while (61d) is uttered when the interviewer asks if the speaker is 
really careful with his toys. 
These sentences show that ‘get + V-en’ construction begins to occur at the age of 2 
years. After that the number of this construction in increasing. We will show these facts 
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Now let us consider the get-inchoative construction and the get-passive construction in 
CHILDES. We should first consider extracted sentences from the data of American 
English again: 
(63)! a. get hurt. (Nina 2.00) 
 b. it get twisted Mommy. (Nina 2.03) 
 c. I will get tired. (Nina 2.03) 
 d. I wanna play. I wanna get dressed. I not going a bed. (Nina 2.04) 
 e. cause I get scared. (Nina 2.05) 
 f. my horses gonna get stuck in here. (Nina 2.05) 
Get hurt, get twisted, get tired, get dressed, get scared and get stuck have the meaning of 
becoming V-en, which means that they are all get-inchoative construction.  
(64)! a. they got frozen. (Nina 2.09) 
 b. we shouldn’t take my tiger mask to school otherwise my tiger mask will get  
   lost. (Nina 2.11) 
 c. did rob get tired on the hike? (Nina 2.11) 
Get frozen, get lost, and get tired have the same meaning as become frozen, become lost 
and become tired respectively. Therefore these are also the get-inchoative construction. 
(65)! a. gonna get burned. (Nina 3.01) 
 b. but they will get lost. (Nina 3.01) 
(66)! a. they got scared. (Nina 3.02) 
 b. get bumped. (Nicolette 3.03) 
 c. it’s time to get dressed, Elizabeth. (Nina 3.03) 
Get burned, get lost, get scared and get dressed have the meaning of getting to the 
situation which a past participle V-en shows. Get bumped in this context means that he 
bumps into something. Therefore (64) and (65) are get-inchoative construction. Now let 
us consider the following sentences: 
(67)! a. someone might get hit in the head. (John 5.09) 
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(67a) is used to mean that someone gets to be hit in the head by some other player in the 
football game. (67b) means that it gets to be mixed by the speaker and become pinkish 
because his/her father allows him/her to mix it. These two sentences have causative 
meaning, and therefore they are get-passive constructions. 
Secondly let us consider extracted sentences from the data of British English in 
CHILDES: 
(68)! a. get washed. (Anne 2.01) 
 b. Mummy’s getting dressed. (Lucy 2.04) 
 c. they got washed. (Anne 2.04) 
 d. get tied up. (Anne 2.07) 
 e. Curly gets stuck. (Anne 2.08) 
 f. Wah he splashed into the water(.) that one get splashed into the water after 
   they’re (.) or if they’re bad! (Stuart 3.10) 
Get washed, get dressed and get splashed have the meaning of getting to the situation a 
past participle V-en shows. Get tied up and get stuck have the meaning of becoming 
fixed in one position. Therefore sentences in (67) are the get-inchoative construction. 
(69)! a. put them on here in case they get knocked down. (Stuart 3.10) 
 b. my dad had to use glue down it and my dad’ll have to clean it up before it  
   gets scraped. (David 3.11) 
 c. and do you get killed? (Conor 4.06) 
 d. last year they all got broken. (Keith 6.09) 
(69a) means that they get to be knocked down by something, while (69b) means that my 
father will have to clean it up before it gets to be scraped by something. (69c) means 
that you get to be killed by someone, while (69d) means that the speaker’s toys got to be 
broken last year. Sentences in (69) have causative meaning, and therefore they are 
get-passive construction. 
These sentences show that the get-inchoative construction begins to occur at the age of 
2 years whereas the get-passive construction begin to occur at 3 years and 10 months. 
We will show these facts with the following table: 



















This table indicates that there is an order of the emergence of the get-inchoative 















































6.  Conclusion and Unsolved Problems 
In this thesis, we focused our attention on constructions with an English verb get: ‘get + 
oneself + Adjective Phrase’ construction, and ‘get + Adjective Phrase’ construction, ‘get 
+ oneself +V-en’ construction, the get-inchoative construction and the get-passive 
construction. First, we reviewed previous analyses from diachronic point of view, such 
as Jespersen (1931) and Visser (1963-73), and ones from a synchronic point of view, 
such as Zandvoort (1975), Pamler (1974), Quirk et al (1985) and others. We also 
presented explanations and examples from dictionaries such as Macmillan English 
Dictionary for Advanced Learners (2007), A Valency Dictionary of English (2004) and 
others. In Chapter 3, introducing theoretical backgrounds: extension theory in Kajita 
(1977, 1983. 1987 etc.), cognitive structure of middle constructions in Kemmer (1993) 
and the attenuation of the subject NP’s force in Nakamura (1999, 2004), we proposed 
that ‘get + oneself + Adjectival Phrase’ and ‘get + oneself + V-en’ constructions have 
basic-derivational (or extensional) relationship in themselves: a basic cognitive structure 
in which a reflexive pronoun is treated as a usual pronoun (or noun) and the subject NP 
affects it and four derivative cognitive structures by means of the attenuation of subject 
NP’s force affecting itself proposed by Nakamura (1999, 2004). ‘get + Adjectival 
Phrase’ construction and the get-inchoative construction also have basic-derivational (or 
extensional) relationships in themselves: they have four cognitive structures which have 
derivative relationship by means of the attenuation of subject NP’s force affecting itself. 
Moreover, the get-passive construction has causative meaning and thus has one 
cognitive structure which doesn’t have subject NP’s force at all but includes the agent’s 
force affecting the trajectory or the subject NP of the get-passive construction optionally. 
We also claimed that ‘get + Adjectival Phrase’ construction and the get-inchoative 
construction are derived from ‘get + oneself + Adjectival Phrase’ construction and ‘get 
+ oneself + V-en’ construction respectively: extensions of these constructions are 
syntactically triggered by the structures of be-adjective construction and be-inchoative 
construction. In addition, the get-passive construction is extended from get-inchoative 
construction triggered by means of the shift of highlighting, and therefore there exists a 
linear extension between ‘get + oneself + Adjectival Phrase/V-en’ constructions and ‘get 
+ Adjectival Phrase/V-en’ constructions respectively.  
In Chapter 4, we extracted 6041 sentences with the verb get out of 29104 sentences 
recorded in the Oxford English Dictionary 2nd edition on CR-ROM Version 4.0 in order 
to confirm our proposed analysis. With respect to ‘get + oneself + Adjectival Phrase’ 
construction, we could find only three examples, two of them have a meaning about 
‘grooming’ and one of them meaning with absence of self-control, although these two 
sentences occurred in accordance with the proposed ordering of extension. With respect 
to ‘get + Adjectival Phrase’ construction, the earliest example occurred in the beginning 
of 18th century. The examples extracted from the OED indicated the existence of our 
proposed cognitive structures, but we could not confirm the proposed ordering of 
extension on the whole but rather in part. Regarding ‘get + oneself + V-en’ construction, 
we found 65 examples in the OED. It first occurred in 1710 in which a reflexive 
pronoun was treated as a usual pronoun and subject NP’s force affects the reflexive 
pronoun. Unfortunately, we couldn’t find any sentences with the meaning of ‘grooming’ 
or ‘absence of self-control’, although sentences with other meanings such as 
‘experiencer’ or spontaneous event’ follow our proposed ordering. The get-inchoative 
construction first occurs in 1652, but get acquainted with seems to be a kind of 
 	 
idiomatic phrase, and in addition we found out that a word acquainted is used with the 
verb be in the 14th century. The second sentence occurring after the first one in 1652 was 
found in 1697 whose meaning is about ‘grooming’. This construction follows our 
proposed ordering in part although we couldn’t find an example with the meaning of 
‘absence of self-control’. The get-passive construction first occurred in 1806 in which 
there is no agent of the action. After that we found the get-passive construction with the 
agent of the action occurring in 1836. The sentences presented above showed us that 
there was a time lag in the emergence between ‘get + oneself + X’ construction and ‘get 
+ X’ construction. With respect to Adjective phrase as X, ‘get + Adjectival Phrase’ 
construction began to occur after the middle of the 16th century whereas ‘get + oneself + 
Adjectival Phrase’ construction occurred in the 18th century. In addition, ‘be + 
Adjectival Phrase’ construction first occurred in the middle of the 14th century. These 
facts were not compatible with our proposal. However, we assume that it is because of 
lack of data about these construction, especially ‘get + oneself + AP’ construction. We 
would hope to be able to resolve this uncertainty by investigating books published 
between the 16th and the 19th century. With respect to V-en as X, ‘get + oneself + V-en’ 
construction started to occur at the beginning of the 18th century, while the 
get-inchoative construction first occurred in the middle of 18th century and the 
get-passive construction began to occur at the beginning of the 19th century. In addition, 
the be-passive construction, which is claimed to be a trigger of the derivation from 
get-inchoative to get-passive, began to occur in 1325. In 17th century, the be-passive 
construction occurs more frequently. These facts indicate that our proposal is plausible. 
In chapter 5 we focused our attention on sentences children uttered the data extracted 
from Tomasello (1992) and CHILDES in order to confirm our proposal. We examined 
data from 328 children aged from 1 year and 4 months to 12 years in American English 
and from 164 children aged from 1 year and 5 months to 7 years and 3 months in British 
English. We made some lists about emergence of sentences (utterances) with get. And 
we found out that ‘get + Adjectival Phrase’ construction started to occur at the age of 1 
year and 11 months, whereas ‘be + Adjectival Phrase’ construction, which is a trigger of 
the extension of get + AP, began to be uttered at the age of 1 year and 10 months. 
Unfortunately, we couldn’t find out examples with get and a reflexive pronoun in the 
early stage of language acquisition. With respect to be-passive construction, the 
get-inchoative construction and the get-passive construction, we found utterances which 
support our proposal: be-passive construction started to occur at the age of 1 year and 7 
months, while get-inchoative construction started to be uttered at the age of 2 years and 
get-passive construction began to occur at the age of 3 years 10 months. Again, these 
observations show that our proposed analysis on extension of constructions by means of 
the attenuation of subject NP’s force affecting itself is plausible. 
However, there remain some problems. Firstly we were unable to extract sufficiently 
large enough sets of examples of ‘get + oneself + Adjective Phrase’ construction and 
‘get + oneself + V-en’ construction from the entirety of the Oxford English Dictionary. 
Therefore we should attempt to obtain as many additional examples as possible from 
books published between the16th century and the present time. Secondly, there are 
examples of get-adjective constructions which don’t seem to be related to reflexive 
middle constructions. It seems to me that there are two kinds of derivation of this 
construction; the one which doesn’t have any relationship with reflexive middle 
constructions and the other which have a relationship with reflexive middle construction. 
 
 
We should investigate get-adjective constructions more deeply. Third, we should 
formulate the attenuation of subject NP’s force more precisely in order to apply other 
derivation or extension of the constructions. Fourth, we proposed the syntactic trigger 
and semantic trigger or the shift of highlighting. These elements should be formulated 
more precisely. 
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